
ךָ ־לְ ךְ לֶ

Go! Avram's Great Journey
starring Aviya, Tzofia & Lielle

A  P A R A S H A  B O O K  ·  P A R A S H AT  L E C H  L E C H A



Meet the explorers

Aviya, Tzofia & Lielle are about to climb into Parashat Lech Lecha (Genesis 12:1–17:27). Everything on these pages

comes straight from the pesukim — the plain meaning, the peshat. Each picture page is followed by the words of the
Torah it comes from, in Hebrew and English, and a question to look for in the text.



1 Go!



BERESHIT 12 :1-3

Go!
This time the Chumash opened with just two words, and they rang out like a bell: "Lech lecha — Go!"
The sisters found themselves in Charan, beside a big tent. Hashem was speaking to Avram: Go from

your land, from your birthplace, and from your father's house, to the land that I will show you. I will
make you a great nation and bless you, and you will be a blessing. Tzofia whispered, "But where?"
Aviya looked at the page. "He doesn't say yet," she said. "Avram just has to go."

Look closely: What did Hashem promise Avram if he would go?
To make him a great nation, to bless him, make his name great — and that he would be a blessing (12:2).

FRO M TH E  TO RAH  ·  BE RE SH I T  1 2 : 1 - 3

ץ רֶ אָ ל־הָ יךָ אֶ בִ ית אָ בֵּ ךָ וּמִ תְּ דְ לַ וֹ מּ ךָ וּמִ צְ רְ אַ ךָ מֵ ־לְ ךְ ם לֶ רָ בְ ל־אַ ר יְהוָה אֶ יֹּאמֶ 1 וַ

ךָּ׃  אֶ רְ ר אַ שֶׁ  אֲ

12:1 Now the Lord said to Avram, Get thee out of thy country, and from thy kindred, and
from thy father’s house, to the land that I will show thee:

ה׃ כָ רָ יֵה בְּ ךָ וֶהְ מֶ שְׁ לָה  דְּ גַ אֲ ךָ וַ כְ רֶ בָ אֲ ל וַ דוֹ י גָּ גוֹ ךָ לְ שְׂ עֶ אֶ 2 וְ 12:2 and I will make of thee a great nation, and I will bless thee, and make thy name
great; and thou shalt be a blessing:

ה׃ מָ דָ אֲ חֹת הָ פְּ  שְׁ  כֹּל מִ ךָ  כוּ בְ רְ נִבְ אֹר וְ ךָ אָ לְ לֶּ  קַ יךָ וּמְ כֶ רְ בָ ה מְ כָ רֲ בָ אֲ 3 וַ 12:3 and I will bless them that bless thee, and curse him that curses thee: and in thee
shall all the families of the earth be blessed.
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2 On the Road



BERESHIT 12 :4-6

On the Road
Avram went, just as Hashem told him, and Lot went with him. Avram was seventy-five years old when
he left Charan. He took Sarai his wife, and Lot, and everything they had, and all the people who were

with them — and they set out for the land of Canaan. The sisters walked behind the caravan, holding
hands in a row. Lielle toddled along as fast as she could. About a hundred times, Tzofia asked, "Are we
there yet?" Finally they came to Shechem.

Look closely: How old was Avram when he left Charan?
Seventy-five years old (12:4).

FRO M TH E  TO RAH  ·  BE RE SH I T  1 2 :4 - 6

נִים שָׁ שׁ  מֵ ן־חָ ם בֶּ רָ בְ אַ ט וְ וֹ לוֹ תּ ךְ אִ יֵּלֶ יו יְהוָה וַ לָ ר אֵ בֶּ ר דִּ שֶׁ  אֲ ם כַּ רָ בְ ךְ אַ יֵּלֶ 4 וַ

ן׃ רָ חָ צֵאתוֹ מֵ נָה בְּ שָׁ ים  עִ בְ שִׁ  וְ

12:4 So Avram departed, as the Lord had spoken to him; and Lot went with him: and
Avram was seventy five years old when he departed out of Ḥaran.

וּ שׁ כָ ר רָ שֶׁ  ם אֲ שָׁ כוּ ל־רְ כָּ ת־ אֶ יו וְ חִ ן־אָ ט בֶּ ת־לוֹ אֶ וֹ וְ תּ שְׁ  י אִ רַ ת־שָׂ ם אֶ רָ בְ ח אַ קַּ יִּ 5 וַ

ן׃ נָעַ ה כְּ צָ רְ יָּבֹאוּ אַ ן וַ נַעַ ה כְּ צָ רְ ת אַ לֶכֶ אוּ לָ יֵּצְ ן וַ רָ חָ שׂוּ בְ ר־עָ שֶׁ  שׁ אֲ נֶּפֶ  ת־הַ אֶ וְ

12:5 And Avram took Saray his wife, and Lot his brother’s son, and all their substance
that they had gathered, and the souls that they had acquired in Ḥaran; and they went
forth to go to the land of Kena῾an; and into the land of Kena῾an they came.

ץ׃ רֶ אָ ז בָּ י אָ נִ נַעֲ כְּ הַ ה וְ רֶ ן מוֹ לוֹ ד אֵ ם עַ כֶ שְׁ ם  קוֹ ד מְ ץ עַ רֶ אָ ם בָּ רָ בְ יַּעֲבֹר אַ 6 וַ 12:6 And Avram passed through the land to the place of Shekhem unto the terebinth of
More. And the Kena῾ani was then in the land.
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3 An Altar and a Tent



BERESHIT 12 :7-8

An Altar and a Tent
Hashem appeared to Avram and said: "To your offspring I will give this land." So Avram built an altar
right there. Then he moved on to the hills east of Beit-El and pitched his tent. Aviya pointed: "Beit-El

is over there, in the west — and Ai is over there, in the east." Avram built another altar and called out
in the name of Hashem. Tzofia stacked little stones into a tiny altar of her own.

Look closely: Between which two places did Avram pitch his tent?
Beit-El on the west and Ai on the east (12:8).

FRO M TH E  TO RAH  ·  BE RE SH I T  1 2 :7 - 8

חַ בֵּ זְ ם מִ שָׁ ן  יִּבֶ זֹּאת וַ  ץ הַ רֶ אָ ת־הָ ן אֶ תֵּ  ךָ אֶ עֲ זַרְ ר לְ יֹּאמֶ ם וַ רָ בְ ל־אַ א יְהוָה אֶ יֵּרָ 7 וַ

יו׃ לָ ה אֵ אֶ נִּרְ יהוָה הַ לַ

12:7 And the Lord appeared to Avram, and said, To thy seed will I give this land: and
there he built an altar to the Lord, who had appeared to him.

ם דֶ קֶּ י מִ עַ הָ ם וְ יָּ ל מִ ית־אֵ לֹה בֵּ הֳ יֵּט אָ ל וַ ית־אֵ בֵ ם לְ דֶ קֶּ ה מִ רָ הָ ם הָ שָּׁ   ק מִ תֵּ  יַּעְ 8 וַ

ם יְהוָה׃ שֵׁ  א בְּ רָ קְ יִּ יהוָה וַ חַ לַ בֵּ זְ ם מִ שָׁ ן־ יִּבֶ וַ

12:8 And he removed from there to a mountain on the east of Bet-el, and pitched his
tent, having Bet-el on the west, and ̔ Ay on the east: and there he built an altar to the
Lord, and called upon the name of the Lord.
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4 Famine — and Back Again



BERESHIT 12 :10; BERESHIT 13 :1-2

Famine — and Back Again
Then there was a famine in the land — no rain, no food. So Avram went down to Egypt to live there for
a while. Tzofia's tummy grumbled just hearing about it. Later, Avram came back up from Egypt to the

Negev, with Sarai and Lot. And now he was very rich — in cattle, in silver and in gold! Lielle tried to eat
a gold coin. Aviya took it back, gently.

Look closely: What was Avram rich in when he came back from Egypt?
Livestock, silver and gold (13:2).

FRO M TH E  TO RAH  ·  BE RE SH I T  1 2 : 1 0 ;  BE RE SH I T  1 3 : 1 - 2

ץ׃ רֶ אָ ב בָּ עָ רָ ד הָ בֵ י־כָ ם כִּ שָׁ גוּר  ה לָ מָ יְ רַ צְ ם מִ רָ בְ ד אַ יֵּרֶ ץ וַ רֶ אָ ב בָּ עָ י רָ יְהִ 10 וַ 12:10 And there was famine in the land: and Avram went down to Miżrayim to sojourn
there; for the famine was severe in the land.

ה׃ בָּ נֶּגְ  וֹ הַ מּ ט עִ לוֹ ר־לוֹ וְ שֶׁ  ל־אֲ כָ וֹ וְ תּ שְׁ  אִ ם הוּא וְ יִ רַ צְ מִּ ם מִ רָ בְ ל אַ יַּעַ 1 וַ 13:1 And Avram went up out of Miżrayim, he, and his wife, and all that he had, and Lot
with him, into the Negev.

ב׃ זָּהָ  ף וּבַ סֶ כֶּ  נֶה בַּ קְ מִּ אֹד בַּ ד מְ בֵ כָּ ם  רָ בְ אַ 2 וְ 13:2 And Avram was very rich in cattle, in silver, and in gold.
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5 No Quarreling



BERESHIT 13 :5-9

No Quarreling
Lot had lots of sheep and cattle and tents too — so many that the land couldn't hold them all together.
Avram's shepherds and Lot's shepherds started to quarrel. Tzofia knew all about quarreling over toys.

Then Avram said to Lot: "Please, let there be no quarrel between me and you, or between my
shepherds and yours — for we are brothers. The whole land is in front of you. If you go left, I'll go
right." Aviya and Tzofia looked at each other and shared their snack.

Look closely: What reason did Avram give for not quarreling?
"For we are brothers" — anashim achim anachnu (13:8).

FRO M TH E  TO RAH  ·  BE RE SH I T  1 3 :5 - 9
ים׃ לִ אֹהָ ר וְ קָ ה צֹאן־וּבָ יָ ם הָ רָ בְ ת־אַ ךְ אֶ הֹלֵ ט הַ לוֹ ם־לְ גַ 5 וְ 13:5 And Lot also, who went with Avram, had flocks, and herds, and tents.

ו׃ דָּ ת יַחְ בֶ שֶׁ  לוּ לָ לֹא יָכְ ב וְ ם רָ שָׁ כוּ ה רְ יָ י־הָ ו כִּ דָּ ת יַחְ בֶ שֶׁ  ץ לָ רֶ אָ ם הָ א אֹתָ לֹא־נָשָׂ 6 וְ 13:6 And the land was not able to bear them, that they might dwell together: for their substance
was great, so that they could not dwell together.

ץ׃ רֶ אָ ב בָּ שֵׁ ז יֹ י אָ זִּ  רִ פְּ  הַ י וְ נִ נַעֲ כְּ הַ ט וְ נֵה־לוֹ קְ י מִ ין רֹעֵ ם וּבֵ רָ בְ נֵה־אַ קְ י מִ ין רֹעֵ יב בֵּ י־רִ הִ יְ 7 וַ 13:7 And there was a strife between the herdmen of Avram’s cattle and the herdmen of Lot’s cattle:
and the Kena῾ani and the Perizzi dwelt then in the land.

ים חִ ים אַ שִׁ נָ י־אֲ יךָ כִּ ין רֹעֶ י וּבֵ ין רֹעַ ינֶיךָ וּבֵ י וּבֵ ינִ ה בֵּ יבָ רִ י מְ הִ ל־נָא תְ ט אַ ל־לוֹ ם אֶ רָ בְ ר אַ יֹּאמֶ 8 וַ

נוּ׃ נָחְ אֲ

13:8 And Avram said to Lot, Let there be no strife, I pray thee, between me and thee, and between
my herdmen and thy herdmen, for we are brethren.

ה׃ ילָ אִ מְ שְׂ אַ ין וְ יָּמִ ם־הַ אִ ה וְ נָ ימִ אֵ מֹאל וְ שְּׂ  ם־הַ י אִ לָ עָ ד נָא מֵ רֶ פָּ  נֶיךָ הִ פָ ץ לְ רֶ אָ ל־הָ לֹא כָ 9 הֲ 13:9 Is not the whole land before thee? separate thyself, I pray thee, from me: if thou wilt take the
left hand, then I will go to the right; or if thou depart to the right hand, then I will go to the left.

Lech Lecha · 5



6 Lot Chooses



BERESHIT 13 :10-13

Lot Chooses
Lot lifted up his eyes and saw the whole plain of the Jordan — it was watered everywhere, green like
the garden of Hashem. So Lot chose the plain, and traveled east, and pitched his tents all the way to

Sedom. Aviya read the next line and frowned: the people of Sedom were very wicked. "It looked so
pretty," said Tzofia. "Pretty isn't everything," said Aviya.

Look closely: Why did Lot choose the plain of the Jordan?
Because it was well-watered everywhere, like the garden of Hashem (13:10).

FRO M TH E  TO RAH  ·  BE RE SH I T  1 3 : 1 0 - 1 3

ת חֵ שַׁ נֵי  פְ ה לִ קֶ שְׁ  לָּהּ מַ  י כֻ ן כִּ דֵּ יַּרְ ר הַ כַּ  ל־כִּ כָּ ת־ א אֶ יַּרְ ינָיו וַ ת־עֵ ט אֶ א־לוֹ שָּׂ יִּ 10 וַ

ר׃ ה צֹעַ כָ בֹּאֲ ם  יִ רַ צְ ץ מִ רֶ אֶ ן־יְהוָה כְּ גַ ה כְּ מֹרָ ת־עֲ אֶ דֹם וְ ת־סְ יְהוָה אֶ

13:10 And Lot lifted up his eyes, and beheld all the plain of the Yarden, that it was well
watered everywhere, before the Lord destroyed Sedom and ̔ Amora, like the garden of
the Lord, like the land of Miżrayim, as thou comest to Żo῾ar.

יו׃ חִ ל אָ עַ ישׁ מֵ דוּ אִ רְ פָּ  יִּ ם וַ דֶ קֶּ ט מִ ע לוֹ סַּ  יִּ ן וַ דֵּ יַּרְ ר הַ כַּ  ל־כִּ כָּ ת  ט אֵ ר־לוֹ לוֹ חַ יִּבְ 11 וַ 13:11 Then Lot chose him all the plain of the Yarden; and Lot journeyed east; and they
separated themselves one from the other.

דֹם׃ ד־סְ ל עַ הַ יֶּאֱ ר וַ כָּ  כִּ י הַ רֵ עָ ב בְּ שַׁ ט יָ לוֹ ן וְ נָעַ ץ־כְּ רֶ אֶ ב בְּ שַׁ ם יָ רָ בְ 12 אַ 13:12 Avram dwelt in the land of Kena῾an, and Lot dwelt in the cities of the plain, and
pitched his tent toward Sedom.

אֹד׃ יהוָה מְ ים לַ אִ טָּ  חַ ים וְ עִ דֹם רָ י סְ שֵׁ נְ אַ 13 וְ 13:13 But the men of Sedom were wicked and sinners before the Lord exceedingly.
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7 Look Up and Walk



BERESHIT 13 :14-18

Look Up and Walk
After Lot left, Hashem said to Avram: "Lift up your eyes and look — north and south and east and
west. All the land you see I will give to you and your offspring forever. I will make your offspring like

the dust of the earth. Get up and walk through the land, its length and its width." Tzofia spun in a
circle pointing every direction. Aviya picked up a handful of dust and let it blow away. "That many?!"

Look closely: What did Hashem compare Avram's offspring to here?
The dust of the earth — if one could count the dust, his offspring could be counted (13:16).

FRO M TH E  TO RAH  ·  BE RE SH I T  1 3 : 1 4 - 1 8
ה תָּ ר־אַ שֶׁ  ם אֲ קוֹ מָּ ן־הַ ה מִ אֵ ינֶיךָ וּרְ א נָא עֵ וֹ שָׂ מּ עִ ט מֵ ד־לוֹ רֶ פָּ  י הִ רֵ חֲ ם אַ רָ בְ ל־אַ ר אֶ מַ ה אָ 14 וַיהוָ

ה׃ יָמָּ ה וָ מָ דְ קֵ ה וָ בָּ נֶגְ ה וָ פֹנָ ם צָ שָׁ

13:14 And the Lord said to Avram, after Lot was separated from him, Lift up now thy eyes, and look
from the place where thou art, northward, and southward, and eastward, and westward;

ם׃ לָ ד־עוֹ ךָ עַ עֲ זַרְ ה וּלְ נֶנָּ תְּ ךָ אֶ ה לְ ה רֹאֶ תָּ ר־אַ שֶׁ  ץ אֲ רֶ אָ ל־הָ ת־כָּ י אֶ 15 כִּ 13:15 for all the land which thou seest, to thee will I give it, and to thy seed for ever.

נֶה׃ ךָ יִמָּ עֲ ם־זַרְ ץ גַּ רֶ אָ ר הָ פַ ת־עֲ ת אֶ נוֹ ישׁ לִמְ ל אִ ם־יוּכַ ר אִ שֶׁ  ץ אֲ רֶ אָ ר הָ פַ עֲ כַּ ךָ  עֲ ת־זַרְ י אֶ תִּ מְ שַׂ 16 וְ 13:16 And I will make thy seed as the dust of the earth: so that if a man can number the dust of the
earth, then shall thy seed also be numbered.

ה׃ נֶנָּ תְּ ךָ אֶ י לְ הּ כִּ בָּ חְ הּ וּלְרָ כָּ רְ אָ ץ לְ רֶ אָ ךְ בָּ לֵּ הַ תְ 17 קוּם הִ 13:17 Arise, walk through the land in the length of it and in the breadth of it; for I will give it to thee.

ה׃ חַ לַיהוָ בֵּ זְ ם מִ שָׁ ן־ בֶ יִּ ן וַ רוֹ בְ חֶ ר בְּ שֶׁ  א אֲ רֵ מְ לֹנֵי מַ אֵ ב בְּ שֶׁ יֵּ בֹא וַ יָּ ם וַ רָ בְ ל אַ הַ יֶּאֱ 18 וַ 13:18 Then Avram removed his tent, and came and dwelt by the terebinths of Mamre, which is in
Ḥevron, and built there an altar to the Lord.
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8 The Night Rescue



BERESHIT 14:12-16

The Night Rescue
Kings went to war, and Lot was captured and taken away with everything he owned. Someone
escaped and ran to tell Avram the Ivri. Avram gathered his trained men — three hundred and

eighteen of them, born in his own household — and chased after the captors all the way to Dan. At
night he split up his men and rescued Lot. Tzofia hid behind Aviya. But Avram brought everyone back
— Lot, his belongings, the women and the people.

Look closely: How many trained men did Avram take with him?
Three hundred and eighteen (14:14).

FRO M TH E  TO RAH  ·  BE RE SH I T  1 4 : 1 2- 1 6
דֹם׃ סְ ב בִּ שֵׁ הוּא יֹ יֵּלֵכוּ וְ ם וַ רָ בְ י אַ חִ ן־אֲ וֹ בֶּ שׁ כֻ ת־רְ אֶ ט וְ ת־לוֹ חוּ אֶ קְ יִּ 12 וַ 14:12 And they took Lot, Avram’s brother’s son, who dwelt in Sedom, and his goods, and departed.

נֵר י עָ חִ אֲ כֹּל וַ  שְׁ  י אֶ חִ י אֲ מֹרִ אֱ א הָ רֵ מְ לֹנֵי מַ אֵ ן בְּ שֹׁכֵ הוּא  י וְ רִ בְ עִ ם הָ רָ בְ אַ ד לְ יַּגֵּ יט וַ לִ פָּ  בֹא הַ יָּ 13 וַ

ם׃ רָ בְ ית־אַ רִ י בְ לֵ עֲ ם בַּ הֵ וְ

14:13 And there came one that had escaped, and told Avram the Hebrew; for he dwelt by the
terebinths of Mamre the Emori, brother of Eshkol, and brother of ῾Aner: and these were
confederate with Avram.

ת אוֹ לֹשׁ מֵ שְׁ ר וּ שָׂ ה עָ מֹנָ שְׁ יתוֹ  י בֵ ידֵ לִ יו יְ יכָ נִ ת־חֲ ק אֶ יָּרֶ יו וַ חִ ה אָ בָּ שְׁ  י נִ ם כִּ רָ בְ ע אַ מַ שְׁ  יִּ 14 וַ

ן׃ ד־דָּ דֹּף עַ  יִּרְ וַ

14:14 And when Avram heard that his brother was taken captive, he led forth his trained servants,
born in his own house, three hundred and eighteen, and pursued them to Dan.

ק׃ שֶׂ מָּ דַ מֹאל לְ שְּׂ  ר מִ שֶׁ  ה אֲ בָ ד־חוֹ ם עַ פֵ דְּ יִּרְ ם וַ יַּכֵּ יו וַ דָ בָ עֲ לָה הוּא וַ יְ ם לַ לֵיהֶ ק עֲ לֵ יֵּחָ 15 וַ 14:15 And he divided himself against them, he and his servants by night, and smote them, and
pursued them to Ḥova, which is on the left hand of Dammeseq.

ם׃ עָ ת־הָ אֶ ים וְ שִׁ נָּ ת־הַ ם אֶ גַ יב וְ שִׁ  וֹ הֵ שׁ כֻ יו וּרְ חִ ט אָ ת־לוֹ ם אֶ גַ שׁ וְ כֻ רְ ל־הָ ת כָּ ב אֵ שֶׁ  יָּ 16 וַ 14:16 And he brought back all the goods, and also brought back his brother Lot, and his goods, and
the women also, and the people.
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9 Bread and Wine



BERESHIT 14:18-23

Bread and Wine
Malki-Tzedek, king of Shalem, came out to greet Avram with bread and wine. He was a kohen to God
Most High, and he blessed Avram. Avram gave him a tenth of everything. Then the king of Sedom said,

"Give me the people — keep the riches for yourself." But Avram said no: "Not a thread, not even a
sandal strap will I take!" Lielle held up her own sandal. Everyone laughed.

Look closely: What did Avram refuse to take from the king of Sedom?
"Not a thread nor a sandal strap" — nothing at all (14:23).

FRO M TH E  TO RAH  ·  BE RE SH I T  1 4 : 1 8- 23
ן׃ יוֹ לְ ל עֶ אֵ ן לְ הוּא כֹהֵ ן וְ יִ יָ ם וָ יא לֶחֶ צִ לֵם הוֹ שָׁ ךְ  לֶ ק מֶ דֶ י־צֶ כִּ לְ 18 וּמַ 14:18 And Malki-żedeq king of Shalem brought out bread and wine: and he was a priest of the most

high God.

ץ׃ רֶ אָ ם וָ יִ מַ שָׁ ן קֹנֵה  יוֹ לְ ל עֶ אֵ ם לְ רָ בְ רוּךְ אַ ר בָּ יֹּאמַ הוּ וַ כֵ רְ בָ יְ 19 וַ 14:19 And he blessed him, and said, Blessed be Avram of the most high God, Possessor of heaven and
earth:

כֹּל׃  ר מִ שֵׂ עֲ ן־לוֹ מַ תֶּ יִּ ךָ וַ דֶ יָ יךָ בְּ ן צָרֶ גֵּ ר־מִ שֶׁ  ן אֲ יוֹ לְ ל עֶ רוּךְ אֵ 20 וּבָ 14:20 and blessed be the most high God, Who has delivered thy enemies into thy hand. And he gave
him a tithe of everything.

׃ ךְ ח־לָ שׁ קַ כֻ רְ הָ שׁ וְ נֶּפֶ  י הַ ן־לִ ם תֶּ רָ בְ ל־אַ דֹם אֶ ־סְ ךְ לֶ ר מֶ יֹּאמֶ 21 וַ 14:21 And the king of Sedom said to Avram, Give me the persons, and take the goods to thyself.

ץ׃ רֶ אָ ם וָ יִ מַ שָׁ ן קֹנֵה  יוֹ לְ ל עֶ ה אֵ הוָ ל־יְ י אֶ דִ י יָ ימֹתִ דֹם הֲרִ ךְ סְ לֶ ל־מֶ ם אֶ רָ בְ ר אַ יֹּאמֶ 22 וַ 14:22 And Avram said to the king of Sedom, I have raised my hand to the Lord, the most high God,
the Possessor of heaven and earth,

ם׃ רָ בְ ת־אַ י אֶ תִּ רְ שַׁ  עֱ י הֶ נִ ר אֲ לֹא תֹאמַ ךְ וְ ר־לָ שֶׁ  ל־אֲ כָּ ח מִ קַּ  ם־אֶ אִ ל וְ ־נַעַ ךְ רוֹ ד שְׂ עַ חוּט וְ ם־מִ 23 אִ 14:23 that I will take nothing from a thread even to a shoe-latchet, and that I will not take anything
that is thine, lest thou shouldst say, I have made Avram rich:
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10 Count the Stars



BERESHIT 15:1-6

Count the Stars
Hashem said to Avram, "Don't be afraid, Avram — I am your shield." Then He took Avram outside and
said: "Look at the sky and count the stars, if you can." The sisters lay on their backs and tried. Tzofia

got to "eleven!" and gave up. "So will your offspring be," Hashem said. Aviya read the last part twice:
Avram believed in Hashem, and Hashem counted it for him as righteousness.

Look closely: What did Hashem tell Avram to count?
The stars — "so shall your offspring be" (15:5).

FRO M TH E  TO RAH  ·  BE RE SH I T  1 5 : 1 - 6
ן גֵ י מָ נֹכִ ם אָ רָ בְ א אַ ירָ ל־תִּ אמֹר אַ ה לֵ זֶ חֲ מַּ ם בַּ רָ בְ ל־אַ ה אֶ הוָ ר־יְ בַ ה דְ יָ ה הָ לֶּ אֵ ים הָ רִ בָ דְּ ר הַ חַ 1 אַ

אֹד׃ ה מְ בֵּ רְ ךָ הַ רְ כָ ךְ שְׂ לָ

15:1 After these things the word of the Lord came to Avram in a vision, saying, Fear not, Avram: I am
thy shield; thy reward will be very great.

ק שֶׂ מֶּ  י הוּא דַּ יתִ ק בֵּ שֶׁ  ן־מֶ י וּבֶ ירִ ךְ עֲרִ לֵ י הוֹ נֹכִ אָ י וְ ן־לִ תֶּ ה־תִּ ה מַ דֹנָי יֱהוִ ם אֲ רָ בְ ר אַ יֹּאמֶ 2 וַ

זֶר׃ יעֶ לִ אֱ

15:2 And Avram said, Lord God, what wilt thou give me, seeing I go childless, and the steward of my
house is Eli῾ezer of Dammeseq?

י׃ שׁ אֹתִ רֵ י יוֹ יתִ ן־בֵּ נֵּה בֶ  הִ ע וְ ה זָרַ תָּ תַ י לֹא נָ ן לִ ם הֵ רָ בְ ר אַ יֹּאמֶ 3 וַ 15:3 And Avram said, Behold, to me Thou hast given no seed: and, one born in my house is my heir.

׃ ךָ שֶׁ  ירָ יךָ הוּא יִ עֶ מֵּ  א מִ ר יֵצֵ שֶׁ  ם אֲ י־אִ ה כִּ ךָ זֶ שְׁ  ירָ אמֹר לֹא יִ יו לֵ לָ ה אֵ הוָ ר־יְ בַ נֵּה דְ  הִ 4 וְ 15:4 And, behold, the word of the Lord came to him, saying, This shall not be thy heir; but he that
shall come forth out of thy own bowels shall be thy heir.

ר יֹּאמֶ ם וַ פֹּר אֹתָ  סְ ל לִ וּכַ ם־תּ ים אִ בִ כָ וֹ כּ פֹר הַ ה וּסְ יְמָ מַ שָּׁ   ט־נָא הַ בֶּ ר הַ יֹּאמֶ ה וַ חוּצָ א אֹתוֹ הַ צֵ יּוֹ 5 וַ

׃ ךָ עֶ יֶה זַרְ הְ כֹּה יִ לוֹ 

15:5 And He brought him outside, and said, Look now toward heaven, and count the stars, if thou
be able to number them: and He said to him, So shall thy seed be.

ה׃ קָ דָ וֹ צְ הָ לּ בֶ שְׁ  יַּחְ ה וַ יהוָ ן בַּ מִ אֱ הֶ 6 וְ 15:6 And he believed in the Lord; and He counted it to him for righteousness.
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11 The God Who Sees



BERESHIT 16 :7-16

The God Who Sees
An angel of Hashem found Hagar by a spring of water in the wilderness, on the road to Shur. "You will
have a son," the angel said, "and you will call him Yishmael — because Hashem has heard you." Hagar

called Hashem "El Ro'i" — the God who sees me. Tzofia splashed the cool water on her face. "He sees
us too?" asked Tzofia. Aviya nodded. Avram was eighty-six when Yishmael was born.

Look closely: What does the name Yishmael mean?
"Hashem has heard" your suffering (16:11).

Lech Lecha · 11



FRO M TH E  TO RAH  ·  BE RE SH I T  1 6:7 - 1 6

וּר׃ ךְ שׁ רֶ דֶ ן בְּ יִ עַ ל־הָ ר עַ בָּ  דְ מִּ ם בַּ יִ מַּ  ין הַ ל־עֵ ה עַ ךְ יְהוָ אַ לְ הּ מַ אָ צָ יִּמְ 7 וַ 16:7 And an angel of the Lord found her by a fountain of water in the
wilderness, by the fountain on the way to Shur.

י רַ נֵי שָׂ פְּ  ר מִ תֹּאמֶ י וַ לֵכִ נָה תֵ אָ את וְ זֶּה בָ י־מִ י אֵ רַ ת שָׂ חַ פְ שִׁ ר  גָ ר הָ יֹּאמַ 8 וַ

ת׃ חַ בֹּרַ י  נֹכִ י אָ תִּ רְ בִ גְּ

16:8 And he said, Hagar, Saray’s maid, whence camest thou? and whither wilt
thou go? And she said, I flee from the face of my mistress Saray.

׃ יהָ ת יָדֶ חַ תַּ נִּי  עַ תְ הִ ךְ וְ תֵּ  רְ בִ ל־גְּ י אֶ וּבִ ה שׁ ךְ יְהוָ אַ לְ הּ מַ ר לָ יֹּאמֶ 9 וַ 16:9 And the angel of the Lord said to her, Return to thy mistress, and submit
thyself to her hands.

רֹב׃ ר מֵ פֵ סָּ לֹא יִ ךְ וְ עֵ רְ ת־זַ ה אֶ בֶּ  רְ ה אַ בָּ  רְ ה הַ ךְ יְהוָ אַ לְ הּ מַ ר לָ יֹּאמֶ 10 וַ 16:10 And the angel of the Lord said to her, I will multiply thy seed exceedingly,
that it shall not be numbered for multitude.

אל עֵ מָ שְׁ מוֹ יִ שְׁ את  רָ קָ ן וְ בֵּ תְּ  יֹלַדְ ה וְ רָ נָּךְ הָ ה הִ ךְ יְהוָ אַ לְ הּ מַ ר לָ יֹּאמֶ 11 וַ

׃ נְיֵךְ ל־עָ ה אֶ ע יְהוָ מַ שָׁ י־ כִּ

16:11 And the angel of the Lord said to her, Behold, thou art with child, and
shalt bear a son, and shalt call his name Yishma᾽el; because the Lord has
heard thy affliction.

כֹּן׃  שְׁ יו יִ חָ ל־אֶ נֵי כָ פְּ ל־ עַ וֹ וְ כֹּל בּ יַד  כֹּל וְ  ם יָדוֹ בַ דָ א אָ רֶ פֶּ יֶה  הוּא יִהְ 12 וְ 16:12 And he will be a wild man; his hand will be against every man, and every
man’s hand against him; and he shall dwell in the presence of all his
brethren.

י יתִ אִ לֹם רָ ם הֲ גַ ה הֲ רָ מְ י אָ י כִּ אִ ל רֳ ה אֵ תָּ לֶיהָ אַ ר אֵ דֹּבֵ  ה הַ ם־יְהוָ שֵׁ א  רָ קְ תִּ 13 וַ

י׃ י רֹאִ רֵ חֲ אַ

16:13 And she called the name of the Lord that spoke to her, Thou God seest
me: for she said,

ד׃ רֶ בָּ ין  שׁ וּבֵ דֵ ין־קָ נֵּה בֵ  י הִ י רֹאִ חַ ר לַ אֵ ר בְּ אֵ בְּ א לַ רָ ן קָ כֵּ ל־ 14 עַ 16:14 Have I also here looked after Him that sees me? Therefore the well was
called Be᾽er-laĥay-ro᾽i; behold, it is between Qadesh and Bered.

אל׃ עֵ מָ שְׁ ר יִ גָ ה הָ דָ ר־יָלְ שֶׁ  נוֹ אֲ ם־בְּ שֶׁ ם  רָ בְ א אַ רָ יִּקְ ן וַ בֵּ ם  רָ בְ אַ ר לְ גָ לֶד הָ תֵּ  15 וַ 16:15 And Hagar bore Avram a son: and Avram called his son’s name, whom
Hagar bore, Yishma᾽el.

ם׃ רָ בְ אַ אל לְ עֵ מָ שְׁ ת־יִ ר אֶ גָ ת־הָ לֶדֶ נִים בְּ שָׁ שׁ  שֵׁ  נָה וְ שָׁ מֹנִים  שְׁ ן־ בֶּ ם  רָ בְ אַ 16 וְ 16:16 And Avram was eighty six years old, when Hagar bore Yishma᾽el to Avram.
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12 New Names



BERESHIT 17:1-5; BERESHIT 17:15-19

New Names
When Avram was ninety-nine, Hashem appeared to him: "Walk before Me and be wholehearted."
Then He gave him a new name: "No longer will you be called Avram — your name is Avraham, because

I have made you the father of a multitude of nations." And Sarai became Sarah! "Sarah will have a son,"
Hashem said, "and you will call him Yitzchak." Tzofia tried out her own name with a new letter. Aviya
closed the Chumash, smiling. "Next week," she said, "we meet Yitzchak."

Look closely: Why was Avram's name changed to Avraham?
Because Hashem made him the father of a multitude of nations — av hamon goyim (17:5).
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FRO M TH E  TO RAH  ·  BE RE SH I T  1 7 : 1 - 5 ;  BE RE SH I T  1 7 : 1 5 - 1 9

ר יֹּאמֶ ם וַ רָ בְ ל־אַ ה אֶ א יְהוָ יֵּרָ נִים וַ שָׁ ע  שַׁ  תֵ נָה וְ שָׁ ים  עִ שְׁ  ן־תִּ בֶּ ם  רָ בְ י אַ 1 וַיְהִ

ים׃ מִ יֵה תָ נַי וֶהְ פָ לֵּךְ לְ  הַ תְ י הִ דַּ שַׁ ל  נִי־אֵ יו אֲ לָ אֵ

17:1 And when Avram was ninety nine years old, the Lord appeared to Avram,
and said to him, I am the Almighty God; walk before Me, and be perfect.

אֹד׃ אֹד מְ מְ ךָ בִּ תְ ה אוֹ בֶּ  רְ אַ ינֶךָ וְ ינִי וּבֵ בֵּ י  יתִ רִ נָה בְ תְּ אֶ 2 וְ 17:2 And I will make My covenant between Me and thee, and will multiply thee
exceedingly.

ים לֵאמֹר׃ לֹהִ וֹ אֱ תּ ר אִ בֵּ  נָיו וַיְדַ פָּ ל־ ם עַ רָ בְ פֹּל אַ  יִּ 3 וַ 17:3 And Avram fell on his face: and God talked with him, saying,

ם׃ יִ ן גּוֹ מוֹ ב הֲ אַ יִיתָ לְ הָ ךְ וְ תָּ י אִ יתִ רִ נֵּה בְ  נִי הִ 4 אֲ 17:4 As for Me, behold, My covenant is with thee, and thou shalt be a father of
many nations.

יִם ן גּוֹ מוֹ ב־הֲ י אַ ם כִּ הָ רָ בְ ךָ אַ מְ שִׁ יָה  הָ ם וְ רָ בְ ךָ אַ מְ שִׁ ת־ ד אֶ א עוֹ רֵ לֹא־יִקָּ 5 וְ

׃ יךָ תִּ נְתַ

17:5 Neither shall thy name any more be called Avram, but thy name shall be
Avraham; for a father of many nations have I made thee.

י י כִּ רָ הּ שָׂ מָ שְׁ ת־ א אֶ רָ קְ ךָ לֹא־תִ תְּ שְׁ  י אִ רַ ם שָׂ הָ רָ בְ ל־אַ ים אֶ לֹהִ ר אֱ יֹּאמֶ 15 וַ

׃ הּ מָ שְׁ ה  רָ שָׂ

17:15 And God said to Avraham, As for Saray thy wife, thou shalt not call her
name Saray, but Sara shall her name be.

י כֵ לְ ם מַ יִ גוֹ ה לְ יְתָ הָ יהָ וְ תִּ כְ רַ ן וּבֵ בֵּ ךָ  נָּה לְ מֶּ  י מִ תִּ ם נָתַ גַ הּ וְ י אֹתָ תִּ כְ רַ 16 וּבֵ

יוּ׃ נָּה יִהְ מֶּ  ים מִ מִּ עַ

17:16 And I will bless her, and give thee a son also of her: and I will bless her,
and she shall be a mother of nations; kings of peoples shall issue from her.

וָּלֵד נָה יִ שָׁ ה־ אָ ן מֵ בֶ לְּ וֹ הַ בּ לִ ר בְּ יֹּאמֶ ק וַ חָ צְ יִּ נָיו וַ פָּ ל־ ם עַ הָ רָ בְ פֹּל אַ  יִּ 17 וַ

לֵד׃ תֵּ נָה  שָׁ ים  עִ שְׁ  ת־תִּ בַ ה הֲ רָ ם־שָׂ אִ וְ

17:17 Then Avraham fell upon his face, and laughed, and said in his heart, Shall
a child be born to him that is a hundred years old? and shall Sara, that is
ninety years old, give birth?

׃ נֶיךָ פָ יֶה לְ חְ אל יִ עֵ מָ שְׁ ים לוּ יִ לֹהִ אֱ ל־הָ ם אֶ הָ רָ בְ ר אַ יֹּאמֶ 18 וַ 17:18 And Avraham said to God, O that Yishma᾽el might live before thee!

ק חָ צְ מוֹ יִ שְׁ ת־ אתָ אֶ רָ קָ ן וְ בֵּ ךָ  ת לְ ךָ יֹלֶדֶ תְּ שְׁ  ה אִ רָ ל שָׂ בָ ים אֲ לֹהִ ר אֱ יֹּאמֶ 19 וַ

יו׃ רָ חֲ עוֹ אַ רְ זַ ם לְ לָ ית עוֹ רִ בְ וֹ לִ תּ י אִ יתִ רִ ת־בְּ י אֶ מֹתִ קִ וַהֲ

17:19 And God said, Sara thy wife shall bear thee a son indeed; and thou shalt
call his name Yiżĥaq: and I will establish My covenant with him for an
everlasting covenant, and with his seed after him.

Lech Lecha · 12



The End
Three sisters follow Avram and Sarai into the land of Canaan. Read it again this

Shabbat — and see how much more you can find in the pesukim.

Pesukim from Sefaria (Tanach with Nikkud · The Koren Jerusalem Bible). Illustrations made with FLUX.2 [klein]. Peshat

fidelity checked with Jev.


