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Coffee in the Jewish Home

Tevilat keilim for the moka pot and the espresso machine, the milk-and-meat status of the coffee
cup, and the cup of coffee as an act of kibud av va’em — and what hilchot niddah says about

serving it.

6 QUESTIONS . 10 SOURCES .- POSKIM 1748-1963

§.1 Must one obey parents who instructed them not to drink coffee due
to health concerns?

THE BOTTOM LINE fyn?

Yes — one whose parents instructed them not to drink coffee due to legitimate health concerns should obey their

parents.

Shevet HaLevi 10:156:2 rules that the mitzvah of kibud av vaem applies here: parental instructions regarding health-based

restrictions on food and drink are binding.

OU Torah Dalet Amot of Halacha (R. Enkin, 2025).

Shevet HaLevi 10:156:2
Rabbi Shmuel Wosner (Shevet Halevi), 1913-2015 - Shevet HalLevi, volume 10, siman 156:2

° OU Torah Dalet Amot of Halacha — Coffee (Enkin, 2025) .~

5.2 May a niddah woman prepare and/or serve a cup of coffee for her
husband?


https://outorah.org/p/233208/

THE BOTTOM LINE fyn?

Machloket. Stringent view: forbidden as mezigah (pouring a drink for husband). Lenient view: coffee preparation is
maaseh avdus (a servile/menial act) exempt from niddah restrictions. The Grishza rules leniently; reportedly the

common custom.

The core question is whether making coffee constitutes mezigah — explicitly prohibited — or a maaseh avdus exempted by
the Rishonim. Shabbala"l (s"k 74) holds it is mezigah and forbidden; Gufei Halacha extends this to mixing instant coffee
(kaaoo). The lenient view (Divrei Yatziv, Baer Moshe) relies on the Rishonim exemption for servile acts, supported by
Chazon Ish. Grishza rules the minhag is to be lenient. Gar"i Berkovits draws a practical line: sequential preparation (water,

then instant, sugar, milk) is permitted; handing over a ready cup is not.
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Comprehensive compilation: machmir sources (Shabbala"l, Chozkas Tahara, Gufei Halacha, Pri Tahara,

Otzar HaRachakim) and meikel sources (Baer Moshe, Divrei Yatziv, Grishza, Gar"i Berkovits)

5.5 What is the practical distinction between a niddah preparing
coffee vs. serving ready-made coffee to her husband?

THE BOTTOM LINE fyn?

Gar"i Berkovits: a niddah may NOT pour pre-made coffee in front of her husband, but MAY prepare it in front of him

by adding water to the cup first, then instant coffee, sugar, and milk sequentially.

Pouring a ready beverage is classic mezigah. Building a cup of instant coffee sequentially (water, powder, sugar, milk) is
preparation/cooking, not serving, and falls under maaseh avdus or is otherwise exempt. Gar"i Berkovits confirmed this in

writing (michtav b'mail). Practical upshot: instant coffee preparation is more permissible than pouring brewed or ready-

made coffee.
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Contains Gar"i Berkovits written responsum distinguishing preparation (permitted) from pouring ready-

made coffee (forbidden) during niddah

5.4 May coffee brewed in a meat pot be drunk with milk?


https://hebrewbooks.org/pdfpager.aspx?req=65756&hilite=594d0971-6ad0-40ba-9f97-e3a6fd786dca&st=coffee
https://hebrewbooks.org/pdfpager.aspx?req=65756&hilite=594d0971-6ad0-40ba-9f97-e3a6fd786dca&st=coffee

THE BOTTOM LINE fyn?

The Chochmas Adam (48:2) permits, under pressing circumstances (no other vessel available), brewing coffee in a
clean meat pot that was not used that day (eino ben yomo) and drinking it with milk; if the water was heated in a
non-kosher vessel, it is forbidden even if not used that day. The Binat Adam (Sha'ar Isur v'Heter 58:1) discusses a
dedicated coffee pot onto which a drop of meat gravy fell, permitting coffee from it with milk since the pot is used

only for coffee.

Water/coffee absorbing a secondary taste from a clean, not-used-today meat pot is nat bar nat (a weakened secondary
taste) and aged taste (notein ta'am lifgam), leaving room for leniency in need; actual non-kosher absorption remains

forbidden.

Chochmas Adam 48:2
Rabbi Avraham Danzig (Chayei Adam / Chochmas Adam), 1748-1820 - Chochmas Adam, klal 48, se'if 2

Brewing coffee in an eino-ben-yomo meat pot and drinking with milk
Water heated in a clean meat pot that had not been used that day (eino ben yomo): if one has no other vessel available, it is

permitted to brew coffee in it and drink it with milk — but if heated in a non-kosher vessel, even not used that day, it is

forbidden.

5.5 Does a Keurig-type pod coffee machine (or similar electric coffee
maker) require tevilat keilim (immersion)?

THE BOTTOM LINE fyn?

Three-part ruling: (X) One who does not immerse the machine, using it only while plugged into electricity in a fixed
location, has on what to rely. (1) The God-fearing should perform one of five enumerated workarounds (eitzot) —
consult a posek locally about each one and whether it is effective. (1) Despite disputes among poskim regarding each
workaround, since there are multiple reasons that the main din exempts this vessel from tevila, one may rely on

these reasons even lechatchila.

The Keurig machine is a composite device: most of its parts are plastic (generally exempt from tevila per most poskim). The
parts that may be subject to tevila are: (1) the metal chamber/reservoir in which water is heated, and (2) the metal tube that
transfers water into the cup. The machine's use is entirely via electric power and it is stationary — both factors that bear on
whether it qualifies as a "22" requiring tevila. The responsum identifies 5 specific eitzot (practical workarounds) for those
who wish to be mehader, each with its own analysis. The overall conclusion is that the main halachic position exempts the

machine, but mehadrin should immerse the applicable metal components without a bracha.

Kovetz Etz Chaim vol.26 (Bobov) — R. Shlomo Halevi Efal, Boro Park. Discusses the Keurig specifically but applies to all
similar pod/capsule coffee machines. Five eitzot enumerated in the body of the responsum (not fully reproduced here —

see original).


https://www.sefaria.org/Chokhmat_Adam.48.2

Firstly, one must clarify the structure of the appliance,
which is a composite of several parts, some of which
require immersion (tevilah) and some of which do not —
for they are made of plastic and similar materials which
most poskim hold do not require immersion. Beyond the
standard parts mentioned above, there is also a computer
chip (Computer Chip) and a digital display (Digital
Display) which informs [the user] of the details of the
coffee-making process, etc. As stated, most of the appliance
is exempt from immersion; however within the interior
cavity of the appliance there is a metal reservoir in which
the water is heated, and there is also a metal tube that
transfers the water into the cup — and it is
straightforward that this part is what requires immersion.
The conclusion that emerges from all of the above, with
God's help: (X) One who does not immerse this vessel,
whose entire use is only when connected to electrical
power, and whose use as a vessel is in a fixed location —
has valid grounds on which to rely, as explained above
with God's help. (3) It is proper for the God-fearing to
perform one of the five workarounds mentioned, and we
explained with God's help in each case in what manner
each is effective and in which it is not — those who seek
[an answer] should look there. (1) Even though for all the
workarounds mentioned we raised objections and disputes
among the poskim, since we have stated several reasons
why the main din is to exempt this vessel from immersion,
one may therefore rely upon them even lechatchila (from

the outset).

° Kovetz Etz Chaim 26 (Bobov) - Tevilat Keurig .~
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https://hebrewbooks.org/pdfpager.aspx?req=68961&hilite=62166792-2ba6-412e-a121-bfb64a77b139&st=coffee&pgnum=141
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Early teshuvah (Beit Avi) addressing an automatic coffee percolator specifically — raises the classic problem
that the electrical coil/contacts beneath the vessel cannot be submerged in water without damage, framing

the core halakhic tension for electric coffee appliances and tevilat keilim

Regarding your question about the vessel called an Autom. NP1 590 1IN 1AAYRY 93272
Automatic Coffee Percolator: on the bottom, beneath the

v 0°1wn nnn nunbw Coffee Perculator

base, there is an electric mechanism that is connected to

the electrical current in the wall via a contact wire made 09> ONIN 0°annY ﬂ’WUPbe =191
for this purpose, and above [this] the vessel is designed to
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be filled with water — but the base of the vessel cannot be

submerged in water as the wires would be damaged. What 0°n oW MINDAR MWy *2o0 1hyn) ,uin

is the halacha regarding vessels purchased from a non-Jew
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that require immersion [but cannot safely be immersed]?
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Explicit ruling on digital coffee appliances (Keurig-type): cannot be immersed due to damage risk; practical

solutions are gmar melacha by a Jew or hashkarah to a non-Jew

Response: A digital appliance cannot be immersed [in a 1" 159705 WOKR K D077 PWON (2w
mikveh] since it would immediately be damaged. The
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solution is to have a Jew perform the final stage of

manufacture [on it], or to rent the appliance to a non-Jew 773[7771 ,71177 2WONT NN POWaD IN Eaihk

and receive permission to use it — and this is the accepted
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practice. However, in this matter there is no distinction

[based on digital vs. non-digital]: the dispensing of water NS NI ON wnn "555 I 0°N NNYIAW

[from the machine] counts as a genuine vessel-function; if
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it is not digital and immersion would not damage it, it

certainly requires immersion. But if there is concern it M3 MWYL 7%, PpYonew wwn we OX PaN

would be damaged, one must act as we have written.
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5.6 Do coffee grinders and other coffee utensils require tevilah
(immersion in a mikveh)?


https://hebrewbooks.org/pdfpager.aspx?req=891&hilite=55b3a320-e5e0-449e-b544-01b9d90ded36&st=coffee
https://hebrewbooks.org/pdfpager.aspx?req=58407&hilite=47a4e7a6-4ce2-443c-8d66-3a2fcd2ccd69&st=coffee

THE BOTTOM LINE fipyn?

The She'elat Yaavetz (cited in Pitchei Teshuva YD 120:8) rules that a coffee mill requires tevilah, a fortiori from a
pepper mill. The Chochmas Adam (73:10) exempts a vessel used to measure coffee and is uncertain about the mill;

the Kitzur Shulchan Aruch (37:9) therefore rules to immerse a coffee mill without a beracha.

Metal (and glass) food utensils acquired from a non-Jew require immersion. A grinder processes the food itself (like a
pepper mill, which is obligated), whereas a measuring vessel merely holds beans that will be further processed, so it is

exempt. The doubt about the mill yields immersion without a beracha.

Chochmas Adam 73:10
Rabbi Avraham Danzig (Chayei Adam / Chochmas Adam), 1748-1820 - Chochmas Adam, klal 73, se'if 10

Measuring vessel exempt; mill possibly obligated

A pepper mill requires tevilah because of its metal; a vessel used to measure coffee does not require tevilah, and possibly a

coffee mill does require it.


https://www.sefaria.org/Chokhmat_Adam.73.10

Pitchei Teshuva YD 120:8 ~

Rabbi Avraham Tzvi Hirsch Eisenstadt (Pischei Teshuva), 1812-1868 - Pitchei Teshuva, Yoreh Deah, siman

120, se'if katan 8

Cites She'elat Yaavetz: coffee mill requires tevilah

Citing the She'elat Yaavetz (Rabbi Yaakov Emden): a mill
in which roasted coffee beans are ground to make the
coffee beverage requires tevilah (immersion in a mikveh)

— an a fortiori from a pepper mill.
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https://www.sefaria.org/Pitchei_Teshuva_on_Shulchan_Arukh,_Yoreh_De'ah.120.8
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Brewed from the living Coffee in Judaism database — sources, shiurim & more.


https://theothermatthewmiller.com/coffee

