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יוֹם טוֹב ח וּבְ סַ פֶ פֶה בְּ קָ
Coffee on Pesach & Yom Tov

Is the roasted bean ever chametz? Instant coffee, chametz-adjacent processing, coffee after the afikoman, and

grinding beans fresh on Yom Tov morning.

Is instant coffee (Nescafe) acceptable for

Pesach without supervision?
Generally yes — unflavored, non-decaffeinated regular coffee is

acceptable for Pesach without OU supervision, with one important

exception: Nescafe…
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Is Folger's regular coffee acceptable for

Pesach?
No longer acceptable for Pesach (as of Nisan 5754 / March 1994). Folger's

regular coffee is made on shared equipment with decaffeinated coffee,

which…
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Does decaffeinated coffee require a

hechsher for Pesach, and what about

regular coffee?
Decaffeinated coffee requires a Pesach hechsher. Many companies use

ethyl acetate derived from chametz in the decaffeination process.
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Does ground coffee pose a chametz concern

for Pesach if wheat grains were mixed in

during roasting or grinding, and does finely

ground coffee resemble kemach (flour)

halachically?
There is a concern. The פמ"ג rules that if wheat grains are mixed into the

coffee during roasting and it is ground hot (like kemach), one should

not…
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Does instant coffee require kosher l'Pesach

certification?
Instant coffee containing maltodextrin requires kosher l'Pesach

supervision.
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May one drink coffee between the first and

second cups of wine at the Pesach Seder?
Permitted. One may drink coffee between the first and second cups of

wine at the Seder in order to stay awake for the entire Seder.
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What may one eat or drink after the

Afikoman (Tzafun) at the Seder?
After eating the Afikoman, one is prohibited from eating or drinking

anything except water, tea, or coffee.
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May coffee substitute for wine for the four

cups at the Pesach Seder under extenuating

circumstances?
Yes — under extenuating circumstances, coffee may be used in place of

wine for the arba kosot (four cups) at the Pesach Seder.
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Is one permitted to drink coffee after eating

the afikoman at the Pesach seder?
The Be'er Heitev (OC 481:1) concludes that it is clearly permitted to drink

coffee or tea after the four cups, since the prohibition after the seder…
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How should coffee be ground on Yom Tov?
Coffee should not be ground in a mill on Yom Tov. It should instead be

crushed in a mortar, and done in an unusual manner (shinui).
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May one grind coffee beans on Yom Tov?
One may not grind coffee in a coffee mill on Yom Tov — even with a

shinui according to the Pri Megadim and Panim Meiros.
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Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 98:3 ↗

Rabbi Shlomo Ganzfried (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch), 1804–1886

"You may not grind coffee with a grinder [on Yom Tov], but you may pound it

with a mortar in an unconventional manner. It is best to prepare everything

on the day before Yom Tov." (Metsudah translation; the footnote cites Panim

Meiros and Pri Megadim that a mill is forbidden even with a shinui)

סוּר בָּת אָ  שַׁ  בַּ  שֶׁ מוֹ  יוֹם טוֹב. וּכְ הּ בְּ וֹתָ עֲשׂ סוּר לַ בָּת, אָ  שַׁ  בַּ הּ  וֹתָ עֲשׂ סוּר לַ אֲ שֶׁ לָאכָה  כָּל מְ

ת יתַ בִ שְׁ ל  וֶּה עַ צֻ ם מְ דָ אָ שֶׁ ם  שֵׁ  יוֹם טוֹב. וּכְ ן בְּ כֵּ מוֹ  י, כְּ ינוֹ יְהוּדִ י אֵ דֵ ל יְ וּ עַ לּ פִ עֲשׂוֹת אֲ לַ

יוֹם טוֹב. וֶּה בְּ צֻ ךְ הוּא מְ כָּ בָּת,   שַׁ  בַּ וֹ  תּ מְ הֶ בְּ

Pesach Haggadah — Tzafun 2 (Times of London, 1840) ↗

After the ceremony they are prohibited from eating or drinking anything

except water, tea, or coffee.

After the ceremony they are prohibited from eating or drinking

.anything except water, tea, or coffee

Be'er Heitev 481:1 ↗

Rabbi Yehuda Ashkenazi (Ba'er Heitev), 1680–1740

Citing the Chok Yaakov and Pri Chadash that non-intoxicating beverages are permitted after the four cups, the Be'er Heitev concludes: "Therefore the matter is clear,

that it is permitted to drink coffee (קאוו"י) or tea and the like" after the seder. He notes that the Knesset HaGedolah (in Pesach Me'uvin) personally declined to rely on

this leniency for coffee.

W O R T H  A R G U I N G  A B O U T צריך עיון

A plain roasted bean is about as far from chametz as food gets — so why does coffee need Pesach certification at all? Follow the processing: instant

coffee, decaf, and flavored blends are where the questions live.

Coffee after the afikoman turns on what the afikoman is protecting: the taste of the korban Pesach. Does a bitter drink erase it?

Grinding on Yom Tov is a window into how melachot apply to food prep: tochen is forbidden, yet fresh-ground coffee has room to be permitted —

trace the shinui logic.

theothermatthewmiller.com/coffee

Brewed from the living Coffee in Judaism database — sources, shiurim & more.
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