
3.1 Is there a distinction between hot black coffee and cold black

coffee for chamar medina?

T H E  B O T T O M  L I N E ה עֲשֶׂ מַ לְ

Machloket. The Grishza holds one should not serve cold coffee for kiddush/havdalah even though it is common to

drink, because cold coffee is not truly chamar medina. Hot coffee has the stronger claim.

Dor HaMelaktim (שבת א, סי' ער"ב ח) cites Shulchan Shelma and Grishza. Cold black coffee — even if people drink it —

may not be chamar medina since the standard form is hot. This parallels the question of cold beer vs. hot beer in earlier

poskim.

א
↗ דור המלקטים שבת א — קפה כחמר מדינה

Section ח — hot vs. cold black coffee for chamar medina

3.2 Does coffee with milk or without milk affect its status as chamar

medina for kiddush/havdalah?

T H E  B O T T O M  L I N E ה עֲשֶׂ מַ לְ

Machloket. Some hold that coffee with milk is not chamar medina since it is no longer plain coffee. The Grishza

holds the distinction is not significant l'halacha.

Dor HaMelaktim (שבת א, סי' ער"ב) surveys poskim who distinguish between coffee with and without milk. Coffee

without milk (black coffee) has stronger grounds to be chamar medina since it is the standard local drink. Adding
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ינָה דִ ר מְ חֲמַ
Chamar Medina — Kiddush & Havdalah on Coffee

When there is no wine — or no desire for it — may the national drink stand in? Coffee as chamar

medina for kiddush, havdalah, and the melave malka table.
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milk/chalav changes its character. Some sources (Teshuvos v'Hanhagos) require at least a little milk to even be drinkable,

while others hold even black coffee is not chamar medina. The Grishza's view (via Dor HaMelaktim) is that coffee can be

chamar medina even with milk.

א
↗ דור המלקטים שבת א — קפה כחמר מדינה

Section ו — coffee with vs. without milk and chamar medina status

3.3 Does coffee with sugar vs. without sugar affect its chamar medina

status for kiddush/havdalah?

T H E  B O T T O M  L I N E ה עֲשֶׂ מַ לְ

Coffee even without sugar may qualify as chamar medina according to many poskim. The Aderet rules it is chamar

medina; some distinguish that without sugar it is too bitter to be a normal drink.

Dor HaMelaktim (שבת א, סי' ער"ב ה) surveys sources on sugar. The Aderet holds coffee qualifies even without sugar.

Others note that in practice people do not drink unsweetened coffee regularly and it may therefore not qualify as the

standard local drink.

א
↗ דור המלקטים שבת א — קפה כחמר מדינה

Section ה — coffee with vs. without sugar and chamar medina status

3.4 Is there a distinction between regular brewed coffee and instant

coffee (נמס) regarding chamar medina?

T H E  B O T T O M  L I N E ה עֲשֶׂ מַ לְ

The Grishza holds there is no distinction — instant coffee (נמס) has the same status as brewed coffee for chamar

medina purposes.

Dor HaMelaktim (שבת א, סי' ער"ב ז) cites the Grishza that one should not distinguish between regular and instant coffee

for chamar medina. The Alibaah d'Hilkhesa (R' Rotenbereger) is cited as a marei makom.

א
↗ דור המלקטים שבת א — קפה כחמר מדינה

Section ז — distinction between regular and instant coffee (נמס) for chamar medina
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May coffee, tea, or other soft drinks/juices be used for kiddush or

havdalah?

T H E  B O T T O M  L I N E ה עֲשֶׂ מַ לְ

No. Tea, coffee, and other juices and soft drinks may not be used for kiddush or havdalah, as they do not qualify as

chamar medina.

Chamar medina is defined as any beverage (other than water) that the general populace drinks as a substitute for wine

when wine is unavailable. Coffee, tea, juices, and soft drinks do not meet this standard and therefore cannot serve as a valid

substitute for wine for kiddush or havdalah.

Kitzur Shulchan Aruch — Shulchan HaMelech (Laniado).



א
Kitzur Shulchan Aruch - Shulchan HaMelech (Laniado) ↗

"I have set Hashem before me always."1Psalms 16:8. This

is a fundamental rule of the Torah and of the attributes of

the righteous who walk before God. For we cannot

compare a person's lifestyle, his activities and affairs when

he is alone, to his lifestyle, and activities and affairs when

he is before a great king. Similarly, his conversation and

speech when he is amongst family or relatives, [cannot be

compared] to what they would be in the presence of a king,

because then he would certainly take special care that all

his activities and conversations be refined and correct.

How much more so when you contemplate that Hashem,

the greatest of kings, the Holy One, blessed is He, Whose

glory fills the entire world, stands above you and views

your actions, as it is said: "If a person will hide in hidden

places will I not see him? Says the word of Hashem, Do I

not fill the heavens and the earth!"2Jeremiah 23:24.

[Bearing this in mind] it is certain that you will

immediately acquire a feeling of reverence and

submissiveness for the awesomeness of Hashem, Blessed be

He, and be ashamed [to sin] before Him. Also, while lying

in bed you should realize before Whom you lay and as

soon as you awaken you should remember the kindnesses

of Hashem, Blessed be His Name, that were granted to you;

that He returned your soul to you. You committed it to

Him faint and weary and it was returned to you new and

refreshed, enabling you to worship Hashem, Blessed be His

Name, with all of your capacity and serve Him the entire

day; because this is the essence of Man, as it is said in

Scripture: "They are new every morning how great is Your

faithfulness."3Lamentations 3:23. This verse teaches that

every morning a person becomes a new creation, and he

should give thanks with all his heart to Hashem, Blessed be

His Name, for this (good fortune). While still in bed you

should recite: I give thanks to You, living and everlasting

King for You have restored my soul with mercy. Great is

Your faithfulness. (Even though your hands are not yet

clean, you may say this, since the name of Hashem is not

mentioned.) You should pause slightly between the word

chemlah "with mercy," and the word, rabbah "great."

Yehudah son of Taima says: "Be bold as a leopard, light as

an eagle, swift as a deer and strong as a lion to do the will

of your Father in heaven."4Avos 5:20. "Bold as a leopard"

ה וֹרָ תּ בַּ לָל גָּדוֹל  יד, הוּא כְּ מִ י תָ דִּ נֶגְ י ה' לְ יתִ וִ שִׁ

י ים. כִּ לֹהִ אֱ נֵי הָ פְ ים לִ כִ ר הוֹלְ שֶׁ  ים אֲ יקִ דִּ צַּ עֲלוֹת הַ מַ וּבְ

וֹ דּ בַ הוּא לְ יו וְ קָ סָ תוֹ וַעֲ נוּעָ ם תְּ דָ אָ יבַת הָ שִׁ ין יְ אֵ

ר הוּא שֶׁ  כַּאֲ יו  קָ סָ תוֹ וַעֲ נוּעָ תוֹ וּתְ יבָ שִׁ מוֹ יְ , כְּ יתוֹ בֵ בְּ

יוֹתוֹ הְ יו בִּ פִּ בַת  חָ רְ הַ וּרוֹ וְ בּ ין דִּ ן אֵ כֵ ךְ גָּדוֹל. וְ לֶ נֵי מֶ פְ לִ

, ךְ לֶ מֶּ  ב הַ שַׁ מוֹ יוֹתוֹ בְּ הְ מוֹ בִ יו, כְּ רוֹבָ יתוֹ וּקְ י בֵ שֵׁ  נְ ם אַ עִ

יוּ יִּהְ שֶׁ יו  וּרָ בּ דִ יו וְ נוּעוֹתָ כָּל תְּ ל  אי עַ וַדַּ יחַ בְּ גִּ שְׁ  ז מַ י אָ כִּ

ל ם אֶ דָ אָ ים הָ ר יָשִׂ שֶׁ  כַּאֲ ן  כֵּ  שֶׁ כָּל  אוּי.  רָ כָּ ים  נִ קָּ  תֻ מְ

לֹא ר מְ שֶׁ  רוּךְ הוּא אֲ בָּ דוֹשׁ  קָּ  גָּדוֹל הַ ךְ הַ לֶ מֶּ  י הַ וֹ כִּ בּ לִ

מוֹ יו, כְּ שָׂ עֲ מַ ה בְ רוֹאֶ יו וְ לָ ד עָ בוֹדוֹ עוֹמֵ ץ כְּ רֶ אָ כָל הָ

וּ נּ אֶ רְ י לֹא אֶ נִ ים וַאֲ רִ תָּ  סְ מִּ  בַּ ישׁ  ר אִ תֵ סָּ  ם יִ ר, אִ מַ נֶּאֱ  שֶׁ

לֵא, י מָ נִ ץ אֲ רֶ אָ ת הָ אֶ יִם וְ מַ שָּׁ   ת הַ ם ה', הֲלוֹא אֶ אֻ נְ

ד חַ פַּ  ה מִ נָעָ כְ הַ הַ ה וְ אָ יִּרְ יו הַ לָ יעַ אֵ גִּ תַּ יָּד   אי מִ וַדַּ בְּ

יף א(. עִ יִּים סָ ח חַ וּ )אוֹרַ נּ מֶ יֵבוֹשׁ מִ ךְ וְ רַ בָּ  ם יִתְ שֵּׁ   הַ

וֹכֵב. י הוּא שׁ נֵי מִ פְ ע לִ , יֵדַ בוֹ כָּ  שְׁ  ל מִ בוֹ עַ כְ שָׁ  גַם בְּ וְ

מוֹ שְׁ ךְ  רַ בָּ  י ה', יִתְ דֵ סְ כֹּר חַ  זְ נָתוֹ יִ שְּׁ   יֵּעוֹר מִ  שֶׁ  יָּד כְּ  וּמִ

ר שֶׁ  תוֹ אֲ מָ שְׁ  ת נִ יר לוֹ אֶ זִ חֱ הֶ שֶׁ וֹ  מּ ה עִ שָׂ ר עָ שֶׁ  אֲ

ה גוּעָ ה וּרְ שָׁ  דָ הּ לוֹ חֲ ירָ זִ חֱ הֶ יֵפָה, וְ לוֹ עֲ צְ הּ אֶ ידָ קִ פְ הִ

תוֹ רְ שָׁ  וֹ וּלְ תּ לְ כָ כָל יְ מוֹ בְּ שְׁ ךְ  רַ בָ תוֹ יִתְ עֲבֹד עֲבוֹדָ י לַ דֵ כְּ

כָּתוּב,  ר הַ מַ אָ שֶׁ מוֹ  ם, כְּ דָ אָ כָּל הָ י זֶה  יּוֹם, כִּ כָּל הַ

ר בֹּקֶ כָל  , בְּ רוּשׁ פֵּ  , ךָ מוּנָתֶ בָּה אֱ  ים רַ רִ קָ בְּ ים לַ שִׁ  דָ חֲ

ם שֵּׁ   הַ ר לְ בֹּקֶ כָל  ה בְּ יוֹדֶ ה. וְ שָׁ  דָ יָּה חֲ  רִ ם בְּ דָ אָ ה הָ נַעֲשֶׂ

ר, , יֹאמַ בוֹ כָּ  שְׁ  ל מִ עוֹדוֹ עַ ל זֹאת. וּבְ מוֹ עַ שְׁ ךְ  רַ בָּ  יִתְ

י תִ מָ שְׁ  י נִ תָּ בִּ  זַרְ חֱ הֶ שֶׁ יָּם   קַ י וְ ךְ חַ לֶ נֶיךָ מֶ פָ י לְ נִ ה אֲ מוֹדֶ

יו ין יָדָ ן אֵ יִ דַ עֲ שֶׁ י  פִּ ל  ף עַ אַ ךָ )וְ מוּנָתֶ בָּה אֱ  לָה, רַ מְ חֶ בְּ

יק סִ יַפְ ם(. וְ שֵׁ וֹ  ין בּ אֵ שֶׁ יוָן  כֵּ ר זֹאת,  יּוֹת, יָכוֹל לוֹמַ נְקִ

בָּה )שם ובמגן  בַת רַ תֵ לָה לְ מְ חֶ בַת בְּ תֵּ ין  בֵּ ט  עַ מְ

א ימָ תֵּ ן  ה בֶ ן ד(. יְהוּדָ ימָ אברהם ויד אפרים סוֹף סִ
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means, you should not be ashamed before people who

mock you for worshipping Hashem, Blessed be His Name.

"Light as an eagle" refers to what the eye sees. This alludes

to the requirement to be swift to close your eyes to prevent

the seeing of evil because the sight of evil constitutes the

beginning of sin. The eye sees and the heart desires and the

organs capable of action culminate the sin. "Swift as a

deer" refers to the legs, for your legs should run to do good

things. "Strong as a lion" is a reference to the heart,

because true valor in serving the Creator, Blessed is He,

emanates from the heart. He also sta

וֹר בּ גִ י וְ בִ צְּ כַּ ץ  ר, רָ שֶׁ נֶּ  כַּ ל  קַ ר וְ נָּמֵ  כַּ ז  וֵי עַ ר, הֱ אוֹמֵ

ר, נָּמֵ  כַּ ז  יִם. עַ מַ שָּׁ   בַּ  שֶׁ יךָ  בִ ן אָ צוֹ עֲשׂוֹת רְ י לַ רִ כָּאֲ

יו לָ ים עָ יגִ עִ לְ מַּ  ם הַ דָ נֵי אָ נֵי בְּ פְּ  יֵּשׁ מִ  בַּ  לֹּא יִתְ  שֶׁ וֹ  רוּשׁ פֵּ

אוֹת נֶגֶד רְ כְּ ר,  שֶׁ נֶּ  כַּ ל  . קַ מוֹ שְׁ ךְ  רַ בָּ  ת ה' יִתְ עֲבוֹדַ בַּ

ע, רָ אוֹת בְּ רְ ינֶיךָ מֵ עֲצֹם עֵ ל לַ א קַ הֵ תְּ שֶׁ ר  ן. לוֹמַ יִ עָ הָ

ד, לֵּב חוֹמֵ  הַ ה, וְ ן רוֹאָ יִ עַ ה, הָ רָ בֵ עֲ לַת הָ חָ תְ י הוּא הַ כִּ

יִם, לַ גְ רַ נֶגֶד הָ כְּ י,  בִ צְּ כַּ ץ  ים. רָ רִ ה גּוֹמְ עֲשֶׂ י מַ לֵ וּכְ

י לֵּב, כִּ  נֶגֶד הַ כְּ י,  רִ כָּאֲ וֹר  בּ גִ טוֹב יָרוּצוּ. וְ יךָ לְ לֶ גְ רַ שֶׁ

ר מַ אָ לֵּב. וְ  בַּ יא  , הִ ךְ רַ בָּ  א יִתְ וֹרֵ בּ ת הַ עֲבוֹדַ בַּ ה  בוּרָ גְּ הַ

חוֹ נַצְּ ר לְ יֵּצֶ  ל הַ ר עַ בֵּ גַּ תְ תִ תוֹ וְ עֲבוֹדָ בַּ ךָ  בְּ זֵּק לִ  חַ תְּ שֶׁ

ץ רֶ אָ ילוֹ לָ פִּ  הַ חוֹ וּלְ נַצְּ אוֹ לְ נְ וֹ ל שׂ ר עַ בֵּ גַּ תְ מִּ  וֹר הַ בּ גִ כְּ

ר בֵּ גַּ תְ הִ ם לְ דָ אָ יךְ הָ רִ ן צָ כֵ ן א(. לָ ימָ יִּים סִ ח חַ )אוֹרַ

כוּ'(, י וְ נִ ה אֲ ר מוֹדֶ מַ אָ נָתוֹ )וְ שְּׁ   יֵּעוֹר מִ  שֶׁ  יָּד כְּ  י, וּמִ רִ כַּאֲ

ם לֶּה קֹדֶ  עַ יִתְ ךְ וְ רַ בָּ  א יִתְ וֹרֵ בּ ת הַ עֲבוֹדַ יזוּת לַ רִ זְ יָקוּם בִּ

ל בַ נוֹת לְ תוֹאֲ נוֹת וְ עֲ טַ ע בְּ רַ ר הָ יֵּצֶ  יו הַ לָ ר עָ בֵּ גַּ יִּתְ שֶׁ

קוּם תָּ יךְ  ף, אֵ חֹרֶ בַּ יאוֹ  שִּׂ  הַ יו לְ לָ כֵּם עָ  חַ יִתְ יָקוּם. וְ

ה תָּ  עַ

ב
↗ דור המלקטים שבת א — קפה כחמר מדינה

Comprehensive topical compilation — surveys virtually all major poskim on both sides of the coffee-as-

chamar-medina question; essential meta-source for this topic

3.6 May one recite kiddush or havdalah over coffee when no wine is

available?

T H E  B O T T O M  L I N E ה עֲשֶׂ מַ לְ

Yes — under extenuating circumstances, one may recite kiddush or havdalah over coffee.

SA OC 296:2 provides the framework for using chamar medina when wine is unavailable. While coffee is generally not

considered chamar medina (see separate entry), under extenuating circumstances it may be used.

OU Torah Dalet Amot of Halacha (R. Enkin, 2025). Note tension with the Kitzur Shulchan Aruch Shulchan HaMelech entry

(Laniado) which rules coffee is NOT chamar medina — the Enkin article permits only b'dieved under extenuating
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circumstances.

א
SA OC 296:2 (kiddush/havdalah)

Rabbi Yosef Karo (Maran / Beit Yosef / Shulchan Aruch), 1488–1575 · Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 296:2

— havdalah over other beverages

ב
OU Torah Dalet Amot of Halacha — Coffee (Enkin, 2025) ↗

3.7 May one drink coffee on Shabbos morning before davening, and

before making kiddush?

T H E  B O T T O M  L I N E ה עֲשֶׂ מַ לְ

Coffee may be drunk before Shabbos morning davening (see separate davening entry). After davening, one may not

eat or drink before kiddush. However, water is permitted before havdalah; coffee is not permitted before havdalah

for a healthy person.

After one davens on Shabbos morning, eating or drinking before kiddush is forbidden (SA OC 289:1). Water is permitted

before havdalah (SA OC 299:1). However, Ohr L'Tzion (2:22:7) rules that coffee is not permitted before havdalah for a

healthy person — water is the only permitted drink at that point.

Halachically Speaking Vol.4 Issue 19. Cites Kaf HaChaim 289:16, SSK 52:9, Ohr L'Tzion 2:22:7.

א
Halachically Speaking Vol.4 Issue 19 — Coffee Part 1 ↗

3.8 Can coffee (without food) fulfill the obligation of melave malka

(the fourth Shabbos meal eaten after havdalah)?

T H E  B O T T O M  L I N E ה עֲשֶׂ מַ לְ

Coffee alone may suffice for melave malka for one who cannot eat solid food.

Shemirat Shabbat Kehilchatah (63:8) rules that if one is unable to eat, drinking coffee is sufficient to fulfill the melave

malka obligation. The meal requirement for melave malka is rabbinic and more lenient than seudot Shabbos; beverages

may substitute when eating is not possible.

https://outorah.org/p/233208/
https://thehalacha.com/wp-content/uploads/Vol4Issue19.pdf


א
SSK 63:8

Rabbi Yehoshua Yeshaya Neuwirth (Shemirat Shabbat Kehilchatah), 1927–2013 · Shemirat Shabbat

Kehilchatah, chapter 63, siman 8

Primary source — explicit ruling that coffee fulfills melave malka for one unable to eat

theothermatthewmiller.com/coffee

Brewed from the living Coffee in Judaism database — sources, shiurim & more.
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