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Chamar Medina — Kiddush & Havdalah on Coffee

When there is no wine — or no desire for it — may the national drink stand in? Coffee as chamar

medina for kiddush, havdalah, and the melave malka table.

8 QUESTIONS - 10 SOURCES - POSKIM 1488-1977

5.1 Is there a distinction between hot black coffee and cold black
coffee for chamar medina?

THE BOTTOM LINE yn?

Machloket. The Grishza holds one should not serve cold coffee for kiddush/havdalah even though it is common to

drink, because cold coffee is not truly chamar medina. Hot coffee has the stronger claim.

Dor HaMelaktim (N 2"V "D ,X N2AW) cites Shulchan Shelma and Grishza. Cold black coffee — even if people drink it —
may not be chamar medina since the standard form is hot. This parallels the question of cold beer vs. hot beer in earlier

poskim.
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Section N — hot vs. cold black coffee for chamar medina

5.2 Does coffee with milk or without milk affect its status as chamar
medina for kiddush/havdalah?

THE BOTTOM LINE fpyn?

Machloket. Some hold that coffee with milk is not chamar medina since it is no longer plain coffee. The Grishza

holds the distinction is not significant 1'halacha.

Dor HaMelaktim (2"1Y "D ,NX N2VY) surveys poskim who distinguish between coffee with and without milk. Coffee

without milk (black coffee) has stronger grounds to be chamar medina since it is the standard local drink. Adding


https://hebrewbooks.org/pdfpager.aspx?req=65757&hilite=3a0ffad3-95e0-4377-b723-4b6220848729&st=coffee
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milk/chalav changes its character. Some sources (Teshuvos v'Hanhagos) require at least a little milk to even be drinkable,
while others hold even black coffee is not chamar medina. The Grishza's view (via Dor HaMelaktim) is that coffee can be

chamar medina even with milk.
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Section 1 — coffee with vs. without milk and chamar medina status

Does coffee with sugar vs. without sugar atfect its chamar medina
status for kiddush/havdalah?

THE BOTTOM LINE fyn?

Coffee even without sugar may qualify as chamar medina according to many poskim. The Aderet rules it is chamar

medina; some distinguish that without sugar it is too bitter to be a normal drink.

Dor HaMelaktim (1 2"1Y "D ,X N2W) surveys sources on sugar. The Aderet holds coffee qualifies even without sugar.
Others note that in practice people do not drink unsweetened coffee regularly and it may therefore not qualify as the

standard local drink.
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Section i — coffee with vs. without sugar and chamar medina status

Is there a distinction between regular brewed coffee and instant
coffee (DnJ) regarding chamar medina?

THE BOTTOM LINE fyn?

The Grishza holds there is no distinction — instant coffee (DN1J) has the same status as brewed coffee for chamar

medina purposes.

Dor HaMelaktim (T 2"V "D ,X N2AW) cites the Grishza that one should not distinguish between regular and instant coffee

for chamar medina. The Alibaah d'Hilkhesa (R' Rotenbereger) is cited as a marei makom.
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Section T — distinction between regular and instant coffee (D)) for chamar medina
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May coffee, tea, or other soft drinks/juices be used for kiddush or
havdalah?

THE BOTTOM LINE fipyn?

No. Tea, coffee, and other juices and soft drinks may not be used for kiddush or havdalah, as they do not qualify as

chamar medina.

Chamar medina is defined as any beverage (other than water) that the general populace drinks as a substitute for wine
when wine is unavailable. Coffee, tea, juices, and soft drinks do not meet this standard and therefore cannot serve as a valid

substitute for wine for kiddush or havdalah.

Kitzur Shulchan Aruch — Shulchan HaMelech (Laniado).



"I have set Hashem before me always."1Psalms 16:8. This
is a fundamental rule of the Torah and of the attributes of
the righteous who walk before God. For we cannot
compare a person's lifestyle, his activities and affairs when
he is alone, to his lifestyle, and activities and affairs when
he is before a great king. Similarly, his conversation and
speech when he is amongst family or relatives, [cannot be
compared] to what they would be in the presence of a king,
because then he would certainly take special care that all
his activities and conversations be refined and correct.
How much more so when you contemplate that Hashem,
the greatest of kings, the Holy One, blessed is He, Whose
glory fills the entire world, stands above you and views
your actions, as it is said: "If a person will hide in hidden
places will I not see him? Says the word of Hashem, Do I
not fill the heavens and the earth!"2Jeremiah 23:24.
[Bearing this in mind] it is certain that you will
immediately acquire a feeling of reverence and
submissiveness for the awesomeness of Hashem, Blessed be
He, and be ashamed [to sin] before Him. Also, while lying
in bed you should realize before Whom you lay and as
soon as you awaken you should remember the kindnesses
of Hashem, Blessed be His Name, that were granted to you;
that He returned your soul to you. You committed it to
Him faint and weary and it was returned to you new and
refreshed, enabling you to worship Hashem, Blessed be His
Name, with all of your capacity and serve Him the entire
day; because this is the essence of Man, as it is said in
Scripture: "They are new every morning how great is Your
faithfulness."3Lamentations 3:23. This verse teaches that
every morning a person becomes a new creation, and he
should give thanks with all his heart to Hashem, Blessed be
His Name, for this (good fortune). While still in bed you
should recite: I give thanks to You, living and everlasting
King for You have restored my soul with mercy. Great is
Your faithfulness. (Even though your hands are not yet
clean, you may say this, since the name of Hashem is not
mentioned.) You should pause slightly between the word
chemlah "with mercy," and the word, rabbah "great."
Yehudah son of Taima says: "Be bold as a leopard, light as
an eagle, swift as a deer and strong as a lion to do the will

of your Father in heaven."4Avos 5:20. "Bold as a leopard"

° Kitzur Shulchan Aruch - Shulchan HaMelech (Laniado) .~
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"Light as an eagle" refers to what the eye sees. This alludes

to the requirement to be swift to close your eyes to prevent p’?y D’J’Vb?ﬁﬂ 07N 212 2197 U an° NHw iwnD
the seeing of evil because the sight of evil constitutes the ’ - ’ ’

NINT T2, op dnw 77207 ' nT7iava

beginning of sin. The eye sees and the heart desires and the

organs capable of action culminate the sin. "Swift as a L9712 NIRAD 7Y D'gy’? ’71-_) NIRY -1?;177 ']

deer" refers to the legs, for your legs should run to do good ) )
,TRIN 2901 ,ARTY YT 7387 N200NT RN 0D

things. "Strong as a lion" is a reference to the heart,

because true valor in serving the Creator, Blessed is He, ,D?]_?-}W_U 7313 ,°2X0 77 .D"l?;ﬁi nt;]yp 7’?::).1
emanates from the heart. He also sta - J’?U 1313 X3 '113.}] T sz:? :rbm_w
IMR1 .22 N°7, 77207 K137 N7I2Y2 1
iM¥? %20 2y 1230 InT7i2y32 727 Py
PINY 19279791 1N817 IR DY 923017 91210
123077 OTXT 9778 127 (R 12°0 0770 M7iK)
,('121 73R 117I NN INWH YD M IRD
0P 179071 71207 R7127 NT7iay? mra op
2% NiIRiN NiIyY3a ¥ %0 1YY 120w
DIPR PR AN INCTY 1Y 02007 .09
nny

TN INNI Nap — N NAY DWPO NN NT

Comprehensive topical compilation — surveys virtually all major poskim on both sides of the coffee-as-

chamar-medina question; essential meta-source for this topic

5.6 May one recite kiddush or havdalah over coffee when no wine is
available?

THE BOTTOM LINE npyn?

Yes — under extenuating circumstances, one may recite kiddush or havdalah over coffee.

SA OC 296:2 provides the framework for using chamar medina when wine is unavailable. While coffee is generally not

considered chamar medina (see separate entry), under extenuating circumstances it may be used.

OU Torah Dalet Amot of Halacha (R. Enkin, 2025). Note tension with the Kitzur Shulchan Aruch Shulchan HaMelech entry

(Laniado) which rules coffee is NOT chamar medina — the Enkin article permits only b'dieved under extenuating
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circumstances.

° SA OC 296:2 (kiddush/havdalah)
Rabbi Yosef Karo (Maran / Beit Yosef / Shulchan Aruch), 1488-1575 - Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 296:2

— havdalah over other beverages

e OU Torah Dalet Amot of Halacha — Coffee (Enkin, 2025) ~

5.7 May one drink coffee on Shabbos morning before davening, and
before making kiddush?

THE BOTTOM LINE fiyn?

Coffee may be drunk before Shabbos morning davening (see separate davening entry). After davening, one may not
eat or drink before kiddush. However, water is permitted before havdalah; coffee is not permitted before havdalah

for a healthy person.

After one davens on Shabbos morning, eating or drinking before kiddush is forbidden (SA OC 289:1). Water is permitted
before havdalah (SA OC 299:1). However, Ohr L'Tzion (2:22:7) rules that coffee is not permitted before havdalah for a
healthy person — water is the only permitted drink at that point.

Halachically Speaking Vol.4 Issue 19. Cites Kaf HaChaim 289:16, SSK 52:9, Ohr L'Tzion 2:22:7.

° Halachically Speaking Vol.4 Issue 19 — Coffee Part1 .~

5.8 Can coffee (without food) fulfill the obligation of melave malka
(the fourth Shabbos meal eaten after havdalah)?

THE BOTTOM LINE npyn?

Coffee alone may suffice for melave malka for one who cannot eat solid food.

Shemirat Shabbat Kehilchatah (63:8) rules thatif one is unable to eat, drinking coffee is sufficient to fulfill the melave

malka obligation. The meal requirement for melave malka is rabbinic and more lenient than seudot Shabbos; beverages

may substitute when eating is not possible.


https://outorah.org/p/233208/
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SSK 63:8
Rabbi Yehoshua Yeshaya Neuwirth (Shemirat Shabbat Kehilchatah), 1927-2015 - Shemirat Shabbat
Kehilchatah, chapter 65, siman 8

Primary source — explicit ruling that coffee fulfills melave malka for one unable to eat

Jaga| theothermatthewmiller.com/coffee
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1= Brewed from the living Coffee in Judaism database — sources, shiurim & more.


https://theothermatthewmiller.com/coffee

