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The Blessing on Coffee

Shehakol or ha’etz? What about the sugar, the pastry, the aroma of fresh roast — and who says a
bracha acharona on something sipped slowly for an hour? The brachot of the coffee cup, from

rishonim to contemporary poskim.

13 QUESTIONS - 27 SOURCES .- POSKIM 1138-1982

1/.] What is the correct bracha rishona (opening blessing) on coffee?

THE BOTTOM LINE fyn?

The bracha on coffee (in its liquid/brewed state) is shehakol. Although technically the bracha on a cooked vegetable
or plant product might be its original bracha, the accepted custom is shehakol. If one mistakenly recited ha'etz, one
may have been yotzei b'dieved according to some. No bracha is recited on dry ground coffee beans eaten by

themselves.

The Gemara rules that cooking a vegetable changes its bracha to the same as the vegetable. Coffee is cooked from beans
(ha'etz origin). However, since water is the primary ingredient and the coffee beans lose their form, the accepted ruling
(Halachot Ketanot 1:9; Shevut Yaakov 2:5; Birkhei Yosef 202:9; Ben Ish Chai Pinchas 1:10; Kitzur SA 53:3; Kaf HaChaim
202:70; Yalkut Yosef) is shehakol. The reason: water is the ikkur (primary ingredient).

Halachically Speaking Vol.4 Issue 19. Sources: Halachot Ketanot 1:9, Shevut Yaakov 2:5, Birkhei Yosef 202:9, Ben Ish Chai
Pinchas 1:10, Kitzur SA 53:3, Kaf HaChaim 202:70, Pachad Yitzchak (Coffee) 7:60, Rivevot Ephraim 5:148, Yalkut Yosef
3:338:14.

° Halachically Speaking Vol.4 Issue 19 — Coffee Part1 .~

1.2 What blessing is required when dipping a biscuit into coffee?
(Avnei Yashpeh 1:27:6)


https://thehalacha.com/wp-content/uploads/Vol4Issue19.pdf
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THE BOTTOM LINE fyn?

No separate blessing on the biscuit. The coffee is the ikar (primary) and the biscuit is tafel (subsidiary); the bracha

on the coffee covers the biscuit.

Avnei Yashpeh 1:27:6 (191V): When a person dips a biscuit into coffee, the coffee is the main drink and the biscuit is
incidental to it. Since the biscuit is tafel to the coffee, the bracha made on the coffee exempts the biscuit from requiring its
own bracha. The MB is cited regarding hot beverages that are mevushal and their effect on dipped foods. This is
distinguished from eating a biscuit by spoon in coffee (T 971V), where the biscuit becomes the primary act and requires its

own bracha.

Avnei Yashpeh 1:27:6. Contrast with T 1Y (eating biscuit by spoon in coffee — biscuitis primary, needs its own bracha) and

Y92V (eating biscuit separately while drinking — each needs its own bracha).

Avnei Yashpeh 1:27:6,10 ~
Rabbi Yisrael Pesach Feinhandler (Avnei Yashpeh), 19532-2003 - Avnei Yashpeh, volume 1, siman 27, D91V
6 and 10

What blessing is required when eating a biscuit while drinking
coffee (not dipping)? (Avnei Yashpeh 1:27:10)

THE BOTTOM LINE nyyn?

A separate blessing is required on the biscuit. When eating and drinking are performed as independent acts, each

food requires its own bracha.

Avnei Yashpeh 1:27:10 (* 11Y): When a person eats a biscuit at the time of drinking coffee but does not dip it — consuming
each independently — the biscuit and coffee are not in a tafel relationship. Eating and drinking are separate acts, so the

bracha on the coffee does not cover the biscuit. A separate bracha must be made on the biscuit.

Avnei Yashpeh 1:27:10. Contrasts with 1Y where biscuit is dipped and is tafel to coffee.

Avnei Yashpeh 1:27:6,10 ./
Rabbi Yisrael Pesach Feinhandler (Avnei Yashpeh), 1952-2005 - Avnei Yashpeh, volume 1, siman 27, D91V
6 and 10

What bracha is recited when dipping a danish (pastry) into coffee?


https://hebrewbooks.org/pdfpager.aspx?req=872&hilite=d12247b4-49f2-4ac0-8b7a-ed52f94c776c&st=%d7%a7%d7%a4%d7%94&pgnum=62
https://hebrewbooks.org/pdfpager.aspx?req=872&hilite=d12247b4-49f2-4ac0-8b7a-ed52f94c776c&st=%d7%a7%d7%a4%d7%94&pgnum=62

THE BOTTOM LINE fyn?

In most situations, the coffee and danish are both considered ikkur (primary). Where the coffee cannot be
considered ikkur on its own, the Mishnah Berurah advises reciting a bracha on the danish first, then reciting

shehakol on a different shehakol item to exempt the coffee.

Normally when a food is dipped into a beverage, the beverage becomes tafel to the food. But with danish and coffee, both
are consumed as primary items. The Mishnah Berurah (168:65, Shaar HaTziyun 63) suggests the workaround of making

shehakol on another item to cover the coffee when it cannot independently serve as ikkur.

Halachically Speaking Vol.4 Issue 19 (Lebovits/Belsky). Contrast with Avnei Yashpeh 1:27:6 (biscuit dipped in coffee = tafel).

° Halachically Speaking Vol.4 Issue 19 — Coffee Part1 .~

1.5 TIs a separate bracha recited on coffee served during a meal,
including at dessert?

THE BOTTOM LINE fyn?

No — common custom is not to recite a separate blessing on coffee during a meal, even when served with dessert.

Mishnah Berurah 174:39 and Rivevot Ephraim 8:72 rule that coffee during a meal does not require a separate bracha, even

when served alongside dessert when separate blessings are often recited for other foods.

OU Torah Dalet Amot of Halacha (R. Enkin, 2025).
Mishnah Berurah 174:39
Rabbi Yisrael Meir Kagan (Chofetz Chaim / Mishnah Berurah), 1839-1933 - Mishnah Berurah, Orach

Chaim 174:39

Rivevot Ephraim 8:72
Rabbi Ephraim Greenblatt (Rivevot Ephraim), 1952-2014 - Rivevot Ephraim, volume 8, siman 72

a OU Torah Dalet Amot of Halacha — Coffee (Enkin, 2025) .~

1.6 Is abracha recited on coffee drunk at the end of a meal?


https://thehalacha.com/wp-content/uploads/Vol4Issue19.pdf
https://outorah.org/p/233208/
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THE BOTTOM LINE fyn?

Three opinions: (1) No bracha at all (Ben Ish Chai Naso 1:6, MB 174:39). (2) A bracha is recited (Chai Adam 43:11,
Kitzur SA 43:7). (3) If itis normal to drink coffee at end of the meal — no bracha; if not normal — a bracha is recited

(Teshuvot VeHanhagot 3:72). Practical workaround: recite shehakol on a sugar cube to cover the coffee (Rav Belsky).

The question depends on whether coffee at the end of a meal is "part of the meal" (covered by hamotzi) or a separate drink
requiring its own bracha. The Briska Rav zt"] recited a bracha on coffee at the end of a meal (see Az Nidberu 10:22). The
Aruch HaShulchan (174:14) distinguishes between tea (bracha required) and coffee (no bracha). Rav Belsky's practical

solution: shehakol on a sugar cube exempts the coffee.

Halachically Speaking Vol.4 Issue 19 (Lebovits/Belsky). Cites TvH 3:72, MB 174:39, Be'er Moshe 5:50.

° Maharam Shik OC 85
Rabbi Moshe Shik (Maharam Shik), 1807-1879 - Responsa Maharam Shik, Orach Chaim, siman 85

e Teshuvot VeHanhagot 3:72
Rabbi Moshe Sternbuch (Teshuvot v'Hanhagot), 1928- - Teshuvot VeHanhagot, volume 3, siman 72

a Halachically Speaking Vol.4 Issue 19 — Coffee Part1 .~

Is a bracha acharona (final blessing) required after drinking coffee,
given that it is typically sipped slowly over a period longer than
kdei achilas pras?

THE BOTTOM LINE fyn?

Yes — a bracha acharona is required after drinking coffee. Two rationales are offered: (1) Mishneh LaMelech: the sips
combine (tziruf) because this is the normal manner of drinking coffee, even though the time of kdei achilas pras has
elapsed. (2) Derech HaMelech (disagrees with the tziruf argument but agrees on the conclusion): since most people

drink coffee this way, each final sip has independent chashivut (halachic significance) to obligate a bracha acharona

on its own — without needing tziruf.

The standard rule (Rambam Hilchot Brachot 3:12) is that one recites a bracha acharona only after drinking a revi'it;
drinking less than a revi'it at one time does not obligate a final bracha. Coffee is typically drunk in small sips, none of which
individually reach a revi'it, and the total drinking time often exceeds kdei achilas pras (the time window for combining
amounts). The Mishneh LaMelech permits combining (tziruf) the sips because this is the normal way of drinking coffee.
The Derech HaMelech challenges this on halachic grounds (tziruf does not apply beyond kdei achilas pras, and the analogy
to giluy tumabh is rejected), but concludes that since DTN 32 211 (most people) drink coffee in this manner, the normal
mode of coffee consumption itself grants each sip sufficient chashivut — making even a sub-revi'it final sip independently

obligating for bracha acharona.


https://thehalacha.com/wp-content/uploads/Vol4Issue19.pdf

Derech HaMelech on Rambam Hilchot Brachot 3:12. Cites and debates Mishneh LaMelech. Both reach same practical ruling

(bracha acharona required) via different reasoning. The term used for coffee is MNP (qahwi — Arabic/Turkish for coffee).

Rambam Hilchot Brachot 3:12 ~
Rabbi Moshe ben Maimon (Rambam / Maimonides), 1138-1204 - Mishneh Torah, Sefer Ahavah, Hilchot
Brachot, chapter 5, halacha 12

When does [the requirement for a closing blessing] apply? 5aR 7PYNY 071N YORW 071K 07137 N3
When one ate a kezayit or more. But if one ate less than a
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kezayit — whether of bread or other foods — or drank less

than a revi'it — whether of wine or other liquids — one IRWNA 172 1°°77 17 172 NPV NIne amwm

recites the appropriate opening blessing for that type [of
5 9 5
food/drink] but does not recite a closing blessing at all. i MK I 71272 712MNn2 1130 P wn

553 7721 1K 71027

e Mishneh LaMelech - coffee bracha acharona (cited in Derech HaMelech)
Rabbi Yehuda Rosanes (Mishneh LaMelech), 1657-1727 - Mishneh LaMelech — ruling on bracha acharona
for coffee, cited in Derech HaMelech on Hilchot Brachot 5:12

Cites the Mishneh LaMelech who wrote: "I have heard it 173721 "IRPA N Nw 1757(27 "5 0"NIN3 NYNY

said that a closing blessing (bracha acharona) is recited

after drinking coffee (""11X D), even though from the
beginning to the end of drinking more than the measure of 701 N7 IN N°Y°a7 NP NWw 2700 N PN

drinking a revi'it has elapsed — or more than the time of
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eating a pras — because since the normal manner of

drinking it is this way, the sips combine even though more nobnnn TIY°WwWIN N WY YR 77031 703
than the required measure of time has elapsed from

beginning to end." The Mishneh LaMelech himself M Y T
rejected this argument. Nevertheless, the Birchat Rosh

wishes to derive from here a proof for the principle [of

12V N T 73] — that regarding bread soaked in

wine, since the normal manner of drinking wine absorbed

in bread is at this rate, its law differs from other liquids.


https://hebrewbooks.org/dtrambam.aspx?hilite=7e381710-2dbf-4559-a1e3-9af3f3cff3cd&st=%d7%a7%d7%90%d7%95%d7%95%d7%a2&hitnum=1

Derech HaMelech - Hilchot Brachot 3:12 (coffee)

See the Mishneh LaMelech who wrote that he heard it said
that one recites a closing blessing after drinking coffee
("X D), even though more than the measure of drinking
a revi'it — or more than the time of eating a pras —
elapsed from start to finish, because since the normal
manner of drinking it is this way, the sips combine, even
though more than the required measure has elapsed. The
Mishneh LaMelech himself rejected this argument, citing
a proof from the Rambam (Hilchot Avot HaTumah ch.8):
a woman who is a first-degree source of impurity and
nurses her child — the child is pure, since even if you say
the child nursed a revi'it, it is possible that more than the
time of eating a pras elapsed from beginning to end, since
he does not nurse all at once; and yet regarding nursing,
whose normal manner is this way, they nonetheless ruled
that if more than the time of eating a pras elapsed from
beginning to end the [amounts] do not combine. This is
obvious. [...] And now the reasoning regarding drinking
coffee: since most people drink it this way, this final sip
that one drinks has sufficient significance to obligate a
closing blessing, even though it is less than the required
measure — because since most people drink in this
manner, it counts as a proper measure to obligate one,

and one recites a closing blessing accordingly.
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1.8 Does the Mishneh LaMelech's coffee ruling (sips combine due to
normal drinking manner) prove the broader principle that


https://hebrewbooks.org/dtrambam.aspx?hilite=7e381710-2dbf-4559-a1e3-9af3f3cff3cd&st=%d7%a7%d7%90%d7%95%d7%95%d7%a2&hitnum=1

halachic shiurim are measured per the normal manner of each
substance (}2»ywn nr1T12)?

THE BOTTOM LINE fyn?

The Birchat Rosh uses the coffee case to support this principle. The Ora veSimcha notes that the Minchat Chinuch in
mitzvah 313 also supports 12 IYWN N T T2, yet the Minchat Chinuch left a related question in Hilchot Nezirut
unresolved (tzaruch iyun gadol). The Ora veSimcha resolves this tension: the Minchat Chinuch's distinction in
mitzvah 313 applies only to measuring the shiur of a prohibition within a mixture — not to the manner-of-

consumption tziruf question. Hence the difficulty in Nezirut remains genuinely unresolved.

The Rambam (Hilchot Maachalot Asurot 14:9) rules that sips combine for prohibited substances only within the time of
kdei shtiyas revi'it. The Mishneh LaMelech argued that for coffee (*"11N), sips combine even beyond this time because the
normal manner of drinking coffee is to sip slowly —i.e. 12YWN N T T2 (each substance's shiur is measured by its own
normal consumption rate). The Birchat Rosh extends this to bread soaked in wine. The Ora veSimcha notes that the
Minchat Chinuch (mitzvah 313) also holds 12 1YWn N T 1], yet inexplicably left a question in Hilchot Nezirut as "tzaruch
iyun gadol." The resolution: MnCh 313 addresses only measuring the shiur of a forbidden substance within a permitted
mixture (issur be-taaroves) — a distinct question from whether the manner-of-consumption of the permitted mixture can

affect tziruf timing. Therefore the Nezirut question remains in its difficulty.

Ora veSimcha on Rambam Hilchot Maachalot Asurot 14:9. The coffee case (""11XP) is the pivot for a larger sugya about
whether halachic shiurim are absolute or substance-relative. Cross-reference: Derech HaMelech on Hilchot Brachot 3:12

(same ML"M coffee discussion from the bracha acharona angle).

Rambam Hilchot Maachalot Asurot 14:9 7
Rabbi Moshe ben Maimon (Rambam / Maimonides), 1138-1204 - Mishneh Torah, Sefer Kedushah, Hilchot
Maachalot Asurot, chapter 14, halacha 9

Similarly, one who drinks a revi'it of stam yeinam (non- IN UV YN 01°° ON0 2w N°Y°37 AT 19
Jewish wine) in small sips, or who dissolved chametz on
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Pesach or [forbidden] fat and swallowed it in small sips, or

who drank blood in small sips: if the elapsed time from AW OX .0y VYA 0T 1A TNYY IN .0y
beginning to end is within the time of drinking a revi'it,
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the sips combine [to constitute the prohibited measure]; if

not, they do not combine. 1°D7VXN PN N


https://hebrewbooks.org/dtrambam.aspx?hilite=7e381710-2dbf-4559-a1e3-9af3f3cff3cd&st=%d7%a7%d7%90%d7%95%d7%95%d7%a2&hitnum=2

Minchat Chinuch 313 (cited in Ora veSimcha) ./
Rabbi Yosef Babad (Minchat Chinuch), 1801-1874 - Minchat Chinuch, mitzvah 513 — on shiurim of

prohibited substances in mixtures
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https://www.sefaria.org/Minchat_Chinuch.313
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And in the aforementioned Birchat Rosh, he sought to
resolve [a difficulty] based on the well-known ruling of the
Mishneh LaMelech (Hilchot Brachot ch.3, din 12), who
cited the opinion that regarding drinking coffee (""11X2)
[hot coffee], the sips combine even if one drank it over
more than the measure of drinking a revi'it, since that is
the normal manner of drinking it — though the Mishneh
LaMelech himself rejected this, see there. Nevertheless, the
Birchat Rosh wishes to derive from here a proof for the
principle mentioned above: that regarding bread soaked
in wine, since the normal manner of drinking wine
absorbed in bread is at this rate, its law differs from other
liquids, see there. Now the Minchat Chinuch left the
difficulty [from Hilchot Nezirut] with the words "tzaruch
iyun gadol — this is a great difficulty." This is ostensibly
puzzling, since the Minchat Chinuch himself in mitzvah
313 mounted a great campaign to prove and explain that
the measure of eating a pras and drinking a revi'it are
each measured according to the normal manner of
consuming that particular substance (12?7V¥0 N 7'73),
and he there advances the view that the revi'it of hot
liquids is measured according to the normal manner of
drinking hot liquids — unlike the Mishneh LaMelech who
rejected this. If so, why did he leave his difficulty
unresolved, when he could have answered it just as the
Birchat Rosh did, via 12 1VW0 N T'T2? However, this
can be understood based on what the Minchat Chinuch
wrote in mitzvah 313: that for a prohibited substance
mixed into a permitted one, the shiur is measured
according to the measure of the prohibition itself, not
according to the measure of eating the mixture — i.e.,
chametz mixed into Babylonian kutoach is measured by
the shiur of eating plain chametz, not by the shiur of
eating chametz-in-kutoach, see there. Therefore he rightly

remained with the difficulty. Understand this.

° Birchat Rosh (cited in Ora veSimcha)

0 Ora veSimcha - Hilchot Maachalot Asurot 14:9 (coffee)
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https://hebrewbooks.org/dtrambam.aspx?hilite=7e381710-2dbf-4559-a1e3-9af3f3cff3cd&st=%d7%a7%d7%90%d7%95%d7%95%d7%a2&hitnum=2

1.9 Is abracha acharona (final blessing) recited after drinking coffee?
(practical survey)

THE BOTTOM LINE fipyn?

Usually not — a bracha acharona is generally not recited on coffee, as it is typically sipped in small amounts at
intervals, not meeting the shiur in the required time. (See also Derech HaMelech on Rambam Hilchot Brachot 3:12

for detailed analysis.)

Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 51:6; Mishnah Berurah 210:1; Aruch HaShulchan OC 202:7; Kaf HaChaim OC 204:40; Rivevot
Ephraim 1:131 and 4:53 all rule that a bracha acharona is generally not recited on coffee. The reason: coffee is sipped slowly
atintervals, so individual sips do not meet the minimum amount (revi'it) in the minimum time (kdei achilas pras) required

to obligate a final blessing.

OU Torah Dalet Amot of Halacha (R. Enkin, 2025). Cross-reference the Derech HaMelech/Mishneh LaMelech entry for full

theoretical analysis.

Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 51:6
Rabbi Shlomo Ganzfried (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch), 1804-1886 - Kitzur Shulchan Aruch, siman 51:6

Aruch HaShulchan OC 202:7
Rabbi Yechiel Michel Epstein (Aruch HaShulchan), 1829-1908 - Aruch HaShulchan, Orach Chaim 202:7

Mishnah Berurah 210:1
Rabbi Yisrael Meir Kagan (Chofetz Chaim / Mishnah Berurah), 1839-1933 - Mishnah Berurah, Orach
Chaim 210:1

Kaf HaChaim OC 204:40
Rabbi Yaakov Chaim Sofer (Kaf HaChaim), 1870-1939 - Kaf HaChaim, Orach Chaim 204:40

Rivevot Ephraim 1:131 and 4:53
Rabbi Ephraim Greenblatt (Rivevot Ephraim), 1952-2014 - Rivevot Ephraim, volume 1, siman 151 and

volume 4, siman 55

‘ OU Torah Dalet Amot of Halacha — Coffee (Enkin, 2025) .~

1.10 May coffee count toward the third person needed for zimun?


https://outorah.org/p/233208/
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THE BOTTOM LINE fyn?

Disputed. Some poskim permit coffee/tea as sufficient for the third person to join zimun. Others require a solid food

of at least a kezayit or fruit juice. Many authorities who permit it require milk and sugar to be added.

SA OC 197:3 requires the third person to eat/drink something. MB 197:22 says a kezayit of any food suffices. Some hold
(Teshuvot VeHanhagot 1:183; Keitzad M'zamin 9:29; Vezot HaBeracha p.130) that coffee/tea qualifies. Others are stringent
since coffee is primarily water (Ohr L'Tzion 2:46:32). Kovetz Teshuvot (Rav Elyashiv) 1:22 rules tea alone is insufficient. Rav

Sternbuch permits it. MB 197:12 permits soda/lemonade.

Halachically Speaking Vol.4 Issue 19 (Lebovits/Belsky). New topic not previously in DB.

° Halachically Speaking Vol.4 Issue 19 — Coffee Part1 .~

What blessing is said upon smelling the pleasant scent of roasted
coffee?

THE BOTTOM LINE fyn?

One should recite N1192 21V N1 1NN (Hanotein reiah tov baperot) upon inhaling the pleasant fragrance of

roasted coffee.

Roasted coffee has a pleasant aroma that derives from a fruit/plant source (coffee beans). The bracha for pleasant
fragrances from fruits or produce is Hanotein reiah tov baperot. If the fragrance reached one unintentionally, one is not
obligated to say a bracha; but if one intentionally inhales the scent of roasted coffee and it is pleasant, the bracha is

required.

Dat veDin Vol.2 (Friedlander). Note: bracha only required when fragrance is inhaled intentionally; unintentional inhalation

does not obligate a bracha.

° Dat veDin Vol.2 (Friedlander) .~

1.121s a bracha recited upon smelling the fragrance of coffee

unintentionally? And what if intentional?

THE BOTTOM LINE npyn?

If the fragrance reached one unintentionally, no bracha is recited. If one intentionally inhales the pleasant scent of

roasted coffee, a bracha should be made: M192 21V N1 1NN (Hanotein reiah tov baperot).



https://thehalacha.com/wp-content/uploads/Vol4Issue19.pdf
https://hebrewbooks.org/pdfpager.aspx?sits=1&req=31864&st=coffee&_rnd=0.7874007528565815

General rule: a bracha on fragrance is only recited when one intentionally smells something pleasant. If the scent reached
one unintentionally, no bracha obligation arises. Coffee fragrance specifically: Kaf HaChaim (OC 86) rules no bracha is
recited on it at all; Yaskil Avdi (8:14 in hashmutot) and Vezot HaBeracha (p.174, quoting Rav Fisher zt"l) say a bracha is

recited when intentional. MB 216:16 gives the bracha as Hanotein reiah tov baperot.

Halachically Speaking Vol.4 Issue 19. Cross-reference Dat veDin Vol.2 (Friedlander) entry already in DB — same ruling.

° Halachically Speaking Vol.4 Issue 19 — Coffee Part1 .~

1.15 Does one recite a beracha upon smelling roasted coffee?

THE BOTTOM LINE fyn?

One who intentionally smells roasted coffee, which has a pleasant aroma, recites "asher natan rei'ach tov bapeirot"

— the beracha on fragrant fruits.

Coffee beans are the fruit of a plant whose primary use is food/drink, so the scent beracha for fruits applies (Kitzur
Shulchan Aruch 58:2, based on the beracha framework of Shulchan Aruch OC 216). The beracha is recited only when one

intends to enjoy the aroma — not when the scent reaches you incidentally while making a cup.


https://thehalacha.com/wp-content/uploads/Vol4Issue19.pdf

Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 58:2

Rabbi Shlomo Ganzfried (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch), 1804-1886 - Kitzur Shulchan Aruch, siman 58, se'if 2

Primary source: beracha of asher natan rei'ach tov bapeirot on roasted coffee

"If you smell roasted coffee, which has a pleasant scent,
you say the berachah Asher nasan rei'ach tov bapeiros"
(Who gave a fragrant scent into fruit). (Metsudah

translation)
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Brewed from the living Coffee in Judaism database — sources, shiurim & more.


https://theothermatthewmiller.com/coffee

