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Likutei Moharan
Rebbe Nachman of Breslov

Annotated Edition — Anti-Intellectual Thesis Analysis

The corpus contains explicit warnings against philosophy, speculative inquiry, external
wisdom, human intellect detached from faith, and wisdom not grounded in deeds. But it also
repeatedly praises holy intellect, Torah study, daat, depth, proofs, and careful analysis. So the
precise thesis is not that Rebbe Nachman rejects intellect, but that he subordinates intellect to

faith, mitzvot, simplicity, Torah, humility, and practice.

Segments scanned 7,182
Total annotations 256
Supports thesis 187 (73%)
Counters thesis 63 (24%)
Mixed / nuanced 6
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Annotation Labels

The annotations distinguish between a broad claim (‘anti-intellectual' as rejection of learning/reason) and a
narrower claim (‘anti-external-wisdom / anti-philosophical-speculation / faith-and-practice-first'). Many passages

strongly praise holy wisdom, Torah study, daat, and deep analysis.

CRITIQUE_EXTERNAL_WISD  SUPPORT Critiques om0 mX1n / external or alien wisdom

oM ..
as spiritually dangerous.

CRITIQUE_PHILOSOPHY SUPPORT Names philosophy/philosophers as  harmful,

misleading, or insufficient.

CRITIQUE_SPECULATIVE_IN  SUPPORT Warns against speculative inquiry/investigation,
UIRY . . . .

Q especially where it exceeds faith or leads into
confusion.

FAITH_OVER_INQUIRY SUPPORT Explicitly elevates faith over
investigation/wisdom.

SIMPLICITY_PSHITUT SUPPORT Values simplicity/temimut/pshittut over
sophistication.

PRACTICE_OVER_STUDY SUPPORT Subordinates  study/intellect to practice and

concrete religious action.

WISDOM_WITHOUT_DEEDS_  SUPPORT Warns that intellect/wisdom exceeding deeds

DANGER ..
becomes spiritually dangerous.

HERESY_APICORUS SUPPORT Associates certain intellectual paths/questions with
apikorsut/heresy.

LIMITS_OF_HUMAN_INTELL.  SUPPORT Marks a boundary where human intellect cannot

ECT

grasp/resolve divine matters.

ANTI_NATURALISM SUPPORT Opposes naturalistic explanation when it displaces

prayer, miracles, or providence.

FALSE_WISDOM_CRITIQUE SUPPORT Critiques wisdom that is self-generated, egoic,
evil, or detached from Torah.

COUNTER_POSITIVE_INTELL ~ COUNTER Positive valuation of holy intellect, wisdom,

ECT .
understanding, or daat.

COUNTER_DEEP_STUDY COUNTER Praises depth, reasoning, proofs, logic, or close

study of Torah.
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COUNTER_TORAH_STUDY COUNTER Praises Torah study / beit midrash as the remedy,

not anti-learning.
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This is because “study alone is not the main
thing—doing is” (Avot 1:17), as has been explained
in a number of places (see Rabbi Nachman’s
Wisdom #19, #27, etc.). The essence of his holy
intention in each teaching that he revealed and in
every statement which issued from his holy lips was
only in order to add merit to Israel and bring them to
upright actions, to hint to them from far and near, to
teach them fantastic counsel and guidance in
drawing closer to the Holy One from wherever one
is. This the observer will surely notice provided he
chooses to view it with an honest and open eye. For
the Rebbe’s whole intention was only that we
diligently work at understanding the service and
advice which come out of each lesson, beseeching
God, prostrating ourselves before Him and striving,
with simplicity, to fulfill all that appears in them.

concrete practice.

Note: Elevates temimut/pshittut—simple, unsophisticated service of God. Subordinates study or discourse to

Labels: SIMPLICITY PSHITUT - PRACTICE _OVER_STUDY
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[These teachings are taught to us] through numerous
constrictions and diminutions—from the Cause of
Causes to the caused, from the upper intellect to the
lower one (see Lesson #30)—until they have
become clothed in these garments, the cloak of the
Sages, in a clear and beautiful manner. They are in
the form of pleasant, wondrous and sweet
discourses, in the way of wisdom, reason, dialectic
and logic, and the way of life—the reproof of ethical
instruction, which is like a fire that burns to the very

heart of heaven.

Note: Counterbalance: praises depth, reasoning, proofs, or careful study.

Labels: COUNTER_DEEP STUDY
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Understand and see as well that all the words of
each and every lesson in this book contain great
depth; there is great profundity in the totality, in the
specific, and in the fine details [of the lesson]. As I
myself heard from Rebbe Nachman’s holy lips,
when he said, “There are great depths to my
teachings” (Tzaddik #347, #348). Why, “the words
of this holy work are like a fire and like a hammer
splitting rock™ (Jeremiah 23:29; see Kiddushin 30b).
Each lesson can be divided into numerous new and
vital rudiments, and into the various topics and

subjects which emerge from each teaching.

Note: Counterbalance: praises depth, reasoning, proofs, or careful study.

Labels: COUNTER _DEEP_STUDY
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For each and every discourse that appears in this
holy book is in itself an awesome and mighty
structure—built fortified” (Song of Songs 4:4), a
fortress to which all turn (Berakhot 30a; Shir
HaShirim  Rabbah
chambers, room within room within room, with

4:11)—comprising  many
windows and openings leading from one to another.
And each and every chamber, each explanation,
topic and rudiment which appears in a teaching has
in it very great depth. The more these explanations
and topics expand—as the “waters cover the sea”
(Isaiah 11:9)—the deeper and deeper they get, so
that “the clever man studies deeply his way”
(Proverbs 14:15).

Note: Counterbalance: praises depth, reasoning, proofs, or careful study.

Labels: COUNTER _DEEP_STUDY
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And you, the serious student, should understand in
the Rebbe’s words that there are times when, in an
awesomely intricate and pleasing fashion, he brings
two or three proofs for one point. However, due to
the cursive style in which the material is presented,
it may seem as if there is only one proof. Such is the
manner of this book: often using “because” or “for”
or some similar word more than once within a single
statement, thus making it appear as if it is but a
single reason and proof, when in truth there are a
number of reasons. But, because each one is linked
to the next, it is impossible to separate them. For
numerous are the reasons and proofs, set forth in an
amazing way, each one fastened and bound to the

next (see Parparaot LeChokhmah’s Introduction).

Note: Counterbalance: praises depth, reasoning, proofs, or careful study.

Labels: COUNTER DEEP _STUDY
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Indeed, because of the great depth of each and every
statement, it would have been fitting to write each
time” read carefully,” or “understand this,” or
“study this well,” or some similar expression
cautioning the reader to pay close attention to the
point being made so as to understand it well. But I
realized that if that were the case, it would be
necessary to write some such comment following
just about every point, considering the abundant
sweetness of the intellect and depth contained in
every topic and in almost every statement. In
general, there is such great depth to the Rebbe’s
words that none of these expressions could suffice. I
have therefore withheld my pen and kept myself
although
occasionally and upon rare instances some such

from employing any such language,

expression did escape from the quill.

Note: Counterbalance: praises depth, reasoning, proofs, or careful study.

Labels: COUNTER_DEEP STUDY
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Anyone who has a brain in his head and studies
these teachings with an open mind will, on his own,
appreciate their depth. They are ‘broader and deeper
than the sea’ (cf. Job 11:9), ‘higher than the sky,
deeper than the depths’ (cf. Proverbs 25:3). Anyone
who wants to taste the sweet nectar of these words
should analyze them honestly and in great depth,
understanding each matter in its context as best he
possibly can. “Happy is the one who has found
wisdom and who draws insight” (Proverbs 3:13),
understanding well the simple meaning of the
lessons which appear in this holy book (see Tzaddik
#353,#361, #362, #365).

reasoning, proofs, or careful study.

Note: Counterbalance: positively values holy intellect/wisdom/daat. Counterbalance: praises depth,

Labels: COUNTER _POSITIVE INTELLECT - COUNTER _DEEP STUDY
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All the writings of the holy Ari and the discourses of
the holy Zohar and the Tikkuney Zohar, as well as
all the ways of the Kabbalah, are all included in this
holy book. Each and every lesson speaks about the
deeper intentions of some mitzvah and of a
particular portal in the Etz Chaim in some amazing
and spectacular fashion. This we have seen with our
own eyes and not through another’s, for the Rebbe
opened our eyes and occasionally revealed a drop of
his great intention, as is hinted at every so often in
this work. For each lesson contains PaRDeS:
Pshat—explanation of the simple meaning of the
text; Remez—explanation of the allusions within the
text; Drush— explanation of the text using the
principles of hermeneutics; and Sod—explanation of
the text according to its esoteric interpretation. In
each approach, there is great depth, though Rebbe
Nachman’s primary intention is the simple meaning

of each lesson.

Note: Counterbalance: praises depth, reasoning, proofs, or careful study.

Labels: COUNTER _DEEP_STUDY
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In truth, it is well nigh impossible to speak the
praises of this holy and fantastic tome, and certainly
of the praises and holiness of its author: the exalted,
great and precious light, our master, teacher and
rabbi (may remembrance of the righteous and holy
bring blessing). In his case, ‘silence is the most
fitting praise’ (cf. Psalms 65:2), especially because
we are aware of the great conflict—many having
stood up against him and us without provocation or
cause. Because of this we have had to bridle out
mouths and remain silent from the good, from
truthfully delineating the praises of his holiness and

sanctity, his simplicity, righteousness and humility.

Note: Elevates temimut/pshittut—simple, unsophisticated service of God.

Labels: SIMPLICITY PSHITUT
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[Among the daily mitzvot, the lessons] deal with
tzitzit, tefilin, reciting the Shema and prayer, charity
and Torah study, engaging in business honestly,
faith in God and faith in the Sages, humility, fear
and love, the great value of holy desire and longing.
[Rebbe Nachman also discusses the great value] of
praying with enthusiasm and concentration, whether
it be the three daily prayers or the other, very
valuable supplementary prayers, supplications and
requests which we must recite each and every day
and in abundance. He pays particular attention to the
special value of hitbodedut—daily expressing
oneself before the Holy One, in the language one
normally speaks, pouring one’s heart out to God that
He should make one worthy of coming closer to His
service; the importance of reciting the Psalms,
through which one succeeds in repenting; the value
of crying before the Holy One like a son begging his

father for forgiveness.

Note: Counterbalance: Torah learning itself is valued as a remedy.

Labels: COUNTER_TORAH STUDY
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A Pleasant Song
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Note: Critiques false or evil wisdom, not wisdom as such.

Labels: FALSE_WISDOM_CRITIQUE

Part 1

...0A DIOX XNNT KN7272WD 72X ;000 | 4. But it is [first] necessary to clear the mentalities

RAN TAYN' ,INN2 Ya9'l 7ipn NX Kx¥iwd | of secular wisdom and undesirable thoughts—of

T2 NINDAFNIEIN'D NNdNA innon Ny | chametz. A person must not sour his wisdom with
ymn' X7w ynnn NNt Niawnane niaiyn | secular wisdom or passions, so that the voice
NiN20A 'AD DX DN9Y 1Y 7K T emerges It will then strike the and be converted into

thunder. But when the sphere of the mind is clogged
with impurity—as in (Leviticus 11:43), “... because
nitmeitem (you will be made unclean) by

them”—then his voice is not heard.

Note: Critiques external wisdom and treats it as something that can contaminate or distract the mind.

Labels: CRITIQUE EXTERNAL WISDOM
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That is, when you protect your wisdom so that
secular wisdom does not penetrate it, you do not
entertain evil thoughts—which is the KaNeH (reed)
of the Other Side, in contrast to “K’NeH wisdom,
K’NeH understanding” of holiness—you will be
saved from the aspect of chametz, which is the side
of death. As is stated (Zohar, ibid.): MaChMeTZeT
—it contains . And believe that all strife and conflict
reached

between those tzaddikim who have

perfection is only to dispel the Other Side.

Note: Critiques external wisdom and treats it as something that can contaminate or distract the mind.

Labels: CRITIQUE _EXTERNAL WISDOM
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it is said (Proverbs 2:19), “None that go to her

return, nor do they regain the paths of life.” You

W9 N1l

have become attached to the side of death, the aspect
of chametz, of “Gavriel descended.” Know also that
“a reed has been plunged”—extrinsic wisdom has

been plunged—into your sea of wisdom.

Note: Critiques external wisdom and treats it as something that can contaminate or distract the mind.

Labels: CRITIQUE_EXTERNAL WISDOM

...191¥'n NindN DL, N0 WA | Now, extraneous wisdoms are an aspect of a reed.
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M7 (N T 7wn) amaw ) miwimp | NeH (acquire) wisdom.” But “God made one to
NINN 0N ,NYTEA M W2 M Nrna contrast the other” (Ecclesiastes 7:14) —i.e., a reed
in impurity, as is written (Psalms 68:31), “Rebuke
the beast of the KaNeH.” This is extraneous

wisdoms.
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Note: Critiques external wisdom and treats it as something that can contaminate or distract the mind.

Labels: CRITIQUE EXTERNAL WISDOM
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But when a person takes into his holy intellect
extraneous thoughts, which are extraneous wisdoms,
the holiness of his intellect then decreases
commensurate with the space occupied by the
extraneous wisdom, the extraneous intellect, within
the holy intellect. This extraneous wisdom is
plunged into the holy intellect like a reed,
diminishing the space of holiness. And around this
reed—i.e., this intellect—collect and come together
all the evil and odious traits.

Note: Critiques external wisdom and treats it as something that can contaminate or distract the mind.

Labels: CRITIQUE EXTERNAL WISDOM
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{When Shlomo married Pharaoh’s daughter, Gavriel
descended and plunged a reed into the sea. A
sandbank formed around it, on which was built the
great krakh (city) of Rome (Sanhedrin 21b).} This is
the meaning of: When Shlomo married Pharaoh’s
daughter, Gavriel descended and plunged a reed into
the sea. In other words, Above as well, from the
devolution of the GeVuRot (severities)—this being
the aspect of the angel “GaVRiel descended”—gold
dross is created. This [gold dross] is an aspect of the
evil forces, the extraneous wisdoms, which are also
called “a reed.” “And he plunged” it into the sea of
wisdom, thereby diminishing the space of holiness.
“A sandbank formed around it”—i.e., the aspect of
the odious traits. “And on it was built the great
KRaKh of Rome”—i.e., the primordial snake, which
KaRuKh (latches on) to holiness.

Note: Critiques external wisdom and treats it as something that can contaminate or distract the mind.

Labels: CRITIQUE_EXTERNAL WISDOM
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And they are an aspect of the Torah’s wisdom. For
extraneous wisdom is matter, foolishness, and an

aspect of animal vis-a-vis the wisdom of the Torah.
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Note: Critiques external wisdom and treats it as something that can contaminate or distract the mind.

Labels: CRITIQUE_EXTERNAL WISDOM
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And this is “in their midst”—because of the Jewish
people. Thus, when the Jewish people become
immersed in the secular wisdom of the nations, God
forbid, then the tzaddik falls from his [level of]
perception. His perception becomes shrouded and
covered.

Note: Critiques external wisdom and treats it as something that can contaminate or distract the mind.

Labels: CRITIQUE_EXTERNAL WISDOM
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As for short people, their vapors develop well and
become intelligent thoughts. However, because their
intellects surpass their good deeds—the aspect of
“he whose wisdom is greater than his deeds” (Avot
3:9)—when the intelligent thoughts returns to their
hearts, their hearts lack the strength to contain the
intelligence, because the heart’s strength comes
mainly from good deeds. As a result, they are in the
aspect of “Will he purchase wisdom, when the heart
is lacking” (Proverbs 17:16). And because of this
intelligence they cause [others] to sin. It is they, the
philosophers, who lack a good and pure heart, and
are not in the aspect of “I have stored Your word in
my heart, in order that I not sin against You”
(Psalms 119:11). Thus, as a result of this
intelligence, they are the primary cause of [others]

sinning.

without adequate deeds as dangerous.

Note: Explicitly marks philosophy/philosophers as spiritually problematic or inadequate. Frames intellect

Labels: CRITIQUE PHILOSOPHY - WISDOM_WITHOUT DEEDS DANGER
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A'p2 K¥ID QTN (A X-DDN) NIRA DL the intellect. This is because their hearts are weak
and lacking, especially those who are sexually
immoral, who occupy themselves with philosophy,
which causes them great harm, because their hearts
are lacking, in the aspect of “One guilty of adultery
lacks a heart” (Proverbs 6:32). This is the meaning
of “hyssop that emerges from the wall”—i.e., the
walls of the heart. The intelligence emerges by way
of the walls of the heart, and the heart is incapable of
containing within it the intelligence, in the aspect of

“I have stored [Your word] in my heart.”

Note: Explicitly marks philosophy/philosophers as spiritually problematic or inadequate.

Labels: CRITIQUE PHILOSOPHY

.027 NX PN ,n79NaW 270 M 77 | [He must] rectify also the hearts of scholars, the

AL
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N'0ON' XYW 070w NX 7047 paYy orw | the intellect and not cause them to sin, in the aspect
,X'91019'9 mIND ngnnn 27 nx (ot | of “I have stored [Your word] in my heart.” This is

accomplished by means of the heart’s intentionality
while praying: he rectifies their hearts.

Note: Explicitly marks philosophy/philosophers as spiritually problematic or inadequate. Warns against

investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary.

Labels: CRITIQUE PHILOSOPHY - CRITIQUE SPECULATIVE INQUIRY

...2,UN1N Ni‘N2 DnILLFF X7 2'0'n7 | Now, the serpent signifies those scholars at doing

DNNINA WARWNY? Y XY ,vIn7 oman | evil who study philosophy and heretical teachings,
71 DDY ;T XY 20N VI NN oman | as it is written (Jeremiah 4:22), “they are wise to do
:(1;,3:,-, lln'm') 3”-,‘311? 'ma; ,DI'O?'IP'DI_.('L evil, but to do good they have no knowledge.” They
N'91017'9 DAFIND WINY D'IND 9K D are scholars only at doing evil; if they should want
wmn | o use their wisdom for good, they could not. They
are the aspect of the serpent, the aspect of “Now the
serpent was the most cunning of all the wild beasts”

(Genesis 3:1) .
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Note: Explicitly marks philosophy/philosophers as spiritually problematic or inadequate. Connects the issue

to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life. Critiques false or evil wisdom, not wisdom as such.

Labels: CRITIQUE PHILOSOPHY - HERESY APICORUS - FALSE WISDOM_CRITIQUE
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By means of the evil words, wings are made for
these scholars, who are the aspect of the serpent, so
so that their
scholarship and heretical teachings fly and spread

that they can fly about—i.e.,

around the world, causing it much harm. And even
in their philosophical investigation itself they fly
about, like someone with a flying intellect—i.e.,
their intellect flies at a speed, and their wisdom is

very accessible to them.

Note: Explicitly marks philosophy/philosophers as spiritually problematic or inadequate. Warns against
investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary. Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy

rather than neutral intellectual life. Critiques false or evil wisdom, not wisdom as such.

FALSE WISDOM CRITIQUE

Labels: CRITIQUE PHILOSOPHY - CRITIQUE _SPECULATIVE INQUIRY - HERESY APICORUS -
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Even among themselves, their intellect does not
fly—i.e., their not so very accessible to them. Thus
they do not fly about and move swiftly in their
scholarship, but engage in  philosophical
investigation gradually, like someone walking.
Therefore, the harm they bring to others through
their scholarship is also only in the aspect of
walking; it does not fly about and enter deeply into
the mind and heart. Rather, it only somewhat
adheres to the mind, without entering deeply into the

heart and mind.

wisdom as such.

Note: Explicitly marks philosophy/philosophers as spiritually problematic or inadequate. Warns against

investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary. Critiques false or evil wisdom, not

Labels: CRITIQUE PHILOSOPHY - CRITIQUE SPECULATIVE INQUIRY - FALSE WISDOM_ CRITIQUE
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6. The ant that lies inside the serpent’s mouth is the
aspect of the of the generation, who is and possesses
good character traits. Because he is wise and
involves himself in scholarship , probing these
wisdoms, suffers greatly when these scholars begin
to engage in their investigation. He wages a fierce
battle with them—i.e., with the aforementioned
aspect of the serpent—for he is greatly assailed by
doubts, and false beliefs.

Note: Explicitly marks philosophy/philosophers as spiritually problematic or inadequate. Warns against

investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary.

Labels: CRITIQUE PHILOSOPHY - CRITIQUE SPECULATIVE INQUIRY
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Yet there is a middle stage between the crawling and
the flying, which is at the time that it stops flying
and descends to a lower altitude, as is the way of
that which flies when it wants to descend and alight
below. Then, the aforementioned ant can rest, for at
that time [the serpent] neither crawls nor flies. That
is, there are various times when the scholars rest and
do not engage in philosophical investigation, for
example, when they sleep and eat. Then the sage,

who is the ant inside [the serpent’s] mouth, can rest.

Note: Explicitly marks philosophy/philosophers as spiritually problematic or inadequate. Warns against

investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary.

Labels: CRITIQUE PHILOSOPHY - CRITIQUE SPECULATIVE INQUIRY
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This is “and goes separately,” the aspect of “their
wings were separated above” (Ezekiel 1:11)—i.e.,

113

the aspect of the wings of holiness. Then, “and
goes”—it has only the aspect of walking. For it
always has the aspect of walking, because the
philosophers have the freedom to engage in
philosophical investigation whenever they so
choose. It is just that, when they have no wings from
evil words, they are unable to fly in the aspect
mentioned above. They have only the aspect of

walking, as explained above.

Note: Explicitly marks philosophy/philosophers as spiritually problematic or inadequate. Warns against

investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary.

Labels: CRITIQUE PHILOSOPHY - CRITIQUE SPECULATIVE INQUIRY
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It starts out attached, but ends up separated—That
is, these philosophers—who are scholars at doing
evil, which is the aspect of the serpent, as explained
their

investigation

above— scholarship and philosophical
attached.”  Their

investigation starts with that which is attached, with

“starts  out

the bond between matter and form. “But ends up
separated”—their scholarship concludes at the
separate intelligences.

wisdom as such.

Note: Explicitly marks philosophy/philosophers as spiritually problematic or inadequate. Warns against

investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary. Critiques false or evil wisdom, not

Labels: CRITIQUE_PHILOSOPHY - CRITIQUE_SPECULATIVE INQUIRY - FALSE _WISDOM_CRITIQUE
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For this is the nature of their entire investigation: to
begin with the bond between matter and form, and
then ascend from level to level—initially, from the
matter and form of corporeal objects; then, from the
matter and form of less corporeal objects; and
afterwards, from the matter and form of cause and
effect—until they reach and conclude at the separate
intelligences.  Through  human philosophical
investigation, which is mistaken and confused, as
the philosophers themselves know, they seek to
comprehend the separate intelligences from the
bond between matter and form. And this is, “It starts

out attached, but ends up separated,” .

Note: Explicitly marks philosophy/philosophers as spiritually problematic or inadequate. Warns against

investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary.

Labels: CRITIQUE PHILOSOPHY - CRITIQUE SPECULATIVE INQUIRY
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2. Know, that there are two types of heresy. One is
the heresy that stems from secular wisdom. Of this it
is said, “And know what to answer the heretic”
(Avot 2:14), since this heresy has an answer. This is
because it stems from secular wisdom, which stems
from extraneous elements, from the aspect of the
Shattering of the Vessels. An overload of the Light
caused the vessels to break, and this brought into
existence the forces of evil, as is known. And
secular wisdom stems from there—i.e., from the
Shattering of the Vessels, from extraneous elements,
the dross of holiness.

Note: Critiques external wisdom and treats it as something that can contaminate or distract the mind.

Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: CRITIQUE EXTERNAL WISDOM - HERESY APICORUS
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...NXN 2 ,0¥ MYIT MWp2 OX 02N | Therefore, although whoever succumbs to this
DY NX DY N¥nY 721 13 ,nwn nxy? | heresy should surely flee and escape from that place,
n7¥n X¥nY 17 Ywon 0wy 9w m | nevertheless, having fallen there it is possible for
2799y X -]N ,0wn U.IZ;iJﬂ'?" I.fﬁi? '.J"llf him to find the way to get free. For he will be able to
INTRW X TINFD NHONI7'ONY 7910w M | find God in that place, provided he seeks and
searches for Him there. Since the [heresies] stem

i from the Shattering of the Vessels, there must be
some holy sparks and some letters that broke and
fell there, as is known. Consequently, he can find
Godliness and intellect there in order to answer the
questions raised by this heresy that stems from
secular wisdom, which [in turn] stems from
extraneous elements, from the Shattering of the
Vessels. For there is Godly life-force there—i.e.,
intellect, and letters that broke and fell into that
place. This heresy therefore has an answer, and of
this it is said, “And know what to answer the

heretic.”

Note: Critiques external wisdom and treats it as something that can contaminate or distract the mind.

Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: CRITIQUE _EXTERNAL _WISDOM - HERESY APICORUS

D'wpL nindNY? omT At 17w 02wy | Likewise, the philosophers have a number of

WX 70WN2 'Ky nnnn X ,X)pyn | conundrums and questions that in fact have no [basis
D702 NI'WEAL,NNIN DIV DI'X NNXAY in] wisdom, and the questions are nullified from the
DMFNNN 7YX NIfWI NidAN npd wr | | outset, but since the human mind is incapable of

answering them they consequently seem to be
[based in] wisdom and [to raise legitimate]

questions.

Note: Explicitly marks philosophy/philosophers as spiritually problematic or inadequate. Warns against
investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary. Draws a boundary around human

intellect.

Labels: CRITIQUE PHILOSOPHY - CRITIQUE SPECULATIVE INQUIRY - LIMITS OF HUMAN INTELLECT
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But through faith, the Jewish people prevail over all
the wisdoms and even this heresy that stems from
the Vacated Space. This is because they believe in
God, without any philosophical enquiry and

intellection, but only with perfect faith.

intellectual life.

Note: Explicitly marks philosophy/philosophers as spiritually problematic or inadequate. Warns against
investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary. Places faith, mitzvot, or simplicity

above inquiry as the path to religious completion. Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral

HERESY APICORUS

Labels: CRITIQUE PHILOSOPHY - CRITIQUE SPECULATIVE INQUIRY - FAITH OVER _INQUIRY -
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Nevertheless, the actual truth is that there surely is
an answer for them, and there certainly is Godliness
there. However, as a result of philosophical enquiry
they become submerged there, because it is
impossible to find God there since it is the aspect of
the Vacated Space. Rather, a person must believe
that God encircles that as well, and that in truth His
Godliness is certainly there as well.

Note: Explicitly marks philosophy/philosophers as spiritually problematic or inadequate. Warns against

investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary.

Labels: CRITIQUE _PHILOSOPHY - CRITIQUE SPECULATIVE INQUIRY
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When the Jewish people received the Torah, they
possessed great pseudo-wisdoms. For then, the
mistakes of those who served idolatry at that time
stemmed from great pseudo-wisdoms and
philosophies, as is known. Had Israel not cast off
from themselves the pseudo-wisdoms, they would
not have received the Torah. They might have
denied everything, God forbid. All that Moshe
Rabbeinu did with them would have been of no help
to them. Even all the signs and awesome wonders
which he performed before their very eyes would
not have helped them. Today, as well, there are
heretics who deny [God] based on the foolishness
and error of their pseudo-wisdoms.

Note: Explicitly marks philosophy/philosophers as spiritually problematic or inadequate. Warns against
investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary. Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy

rather than neutral intellectual life. Critiques false or evil wisdom, not wisdom as such.

FALSE_WISDOM_CRITIQUE

Labels: CRITIQUE PHILOSOPHY - CRITIQUE _SPECULATIVE INQUIRY - HERESY APICORUS -
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Know! the philosophers call nature Em Kol Chay
(Mother Nature). We, with our prayers, nullify
nature. For nature necessitates such-and-such, and

through prayer [the course of] nature is changed.

Note: Explicitly marks philosophy/philosophers as spiritually problematic or inadequate. Rejects naturalistic

explanation where it undermines miracles, prayer, or providence.

Labels: CRITIQUE PHILOSOPHY - ANTI NATURALISM
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This is the meaning of what our Sages taught: The
Mashiach son of David will not come until the [last]
penny is gone from the pocket (Sanhedrin 97a)
—i.e., gone are the atheists who have no faith in
miracles and explain away all miracles as natural
phenomena. And the quintessence of miracles is in
the Land of Israel, for the Land of Israel drinks first
(Taanit 10a). Its drink is from the t’home (depths),
which connotes [the miraculous and amazing, as in]
(Ruth 1:19), “the entire city TeiHoMe (was
amazed).” Something that is miraculous amazes

everyone.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life. Rejects naturalistic

explanation where it undermines miracles, prayer, or providence.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS - ANTI_NATURALISM
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There are heretics who say that the world is a
necessary reality. Based on their evil and erroneous
opinion it seems to them that they have proofs and
examples of this, God forbid, from the way the
world functions. But in fact their mouths spew
foolishness. For the truth is that the world and all it

contains are a contingent reality.

wisdom, not wisdom as such.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life. Critiques false or evil

Labels: HERESY APICORUS - FALSE WISDOM_CRITIQUE
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When a person merits perfected daat—i.e., he merits
a [level of] daat beyond which cannot —then the
difference between perfected human daat and the
daat of God is [only] in five aspects. These are

expounded on in the holy books.

intellect/wisdom/daat.

Note: Draws a boundary around human intellect. Counterbalance: positively values holy

Labels: LIMITS OF HUMAN_INTELLECT - COUNTER POSITIVE INTELLECT
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Thus, a person has to strive to attain perfected daat,
[to that level] beyond which man cannot know.
Then there will be no difference between his daat
and the daat of God other than in these five things.
For these five things cannot be known by man’s
intellect, unless by someone who is more elevated
than [all] mankind.

intellect/wisdom/daat.

Note: Draws a boundary around human intellect. Counterbalance: positively values holy

Labels: LIMITS OF HUMAN INTELLECT - COUNTER POSITIVE INTELLECT
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______

Nevertheless, expansion of the intellect in this must
be with measure so that it does not go beyond the
limit of holiness. He should expand his thought on
this only commensurate with the capacity of his
intellect. Likewise, he must not look into this
beyond his level, because “In that which is hidden
from you, do not inquire” (Chagigah 13a) .

boundary around human intellect.

Note: Warns against investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary. Draws a

Labels: CRITIQUE_SPECULATIVE_INQUIRY - LIMITS_ OF HUMAN INTELLECT
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However, if the serpent lacks wings—i.e., [the

scholars] have no evil words, as explained
above—then the serpent has only the aspect of
walking. That is, the scholars do not have evil other
than what they investigate among themselves. They
do not fly about the world—i.e., their scholarship
does not spread and fly about the world—and they
cannot harm the world, only those close to them,
such as their students and friends. But they cannot
harm those far from them; similar to someone
walking, who moves only a small distance , and
cannot quickly reach some faraway place like the

person who flies.

Likutei Moharan — Annotated Edition -
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evil wisdom, not wisdom as such.

Note: Warns against investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary. Critiques false or

Labels: CRITIQUE SPECULATIVE INQUIRY - FALSE WISDOM_CRITIQUE
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This is the aspect of the Eighteen Blessings of
prayer, not counting the blessing for [overcoming]
atheists. For with the ChaY (18) blessings we nullify
nature, Em Kol ChaY, subjugating and nullifying
the atheists and heretics.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life. Rejects naturalistic

explanation where it undermines miracles, prayer, or providence.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS - ANTI_NATURALISM
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2. For the Jew must always focus on the inner
intelligence of every matter, and bind himself to the
wisdom and inner intelligence that is to be found in
each thing. This, so that the intelligence which is in
each thing may enlighten him, that he may draw
closer to God through that thing. For the inner
intelligence is a great light that shines for a person in
all his ways. As it is written (Ecclesiastes 8:1), “A

person’s wisdom causes his countenance to shine.”

Note: Counterbalance: positively values holy intellect/wisdom/daat.

Labels: COUNTER _POSITIVE INTELLECT
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And this is the concept of sun. For the inner
intelligence shines for him in all his ways, like the
sun. This corresponds to (Proverbs 4:18), “The path
of the righteous is like radiant sunlight, shining ever

brighter as it approaches noon.”

Note: Counterbalance: positively values holy intellect/wisdom/daat.

Labels: COUNTER _POSITIVE INTELLECT
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27 73 7w nenn ki 2w nnpann | ChiuT  (life). For the wisdom and the inner
DEN Wy nn nrna ng, | intelligence are the vitality of all things, as in

(Ecclesiastes 7:12), “Wisdom gives life to those who

possess it.”

Note: Counterbalance: positively values holy intellect/wisdom/daat.

Labels: COUNTER POSITIVE INTELLECT

LSNR Y7 A T oA DN 7T | Tt is therefore said of Yosef: “The firstborn of his

KT1.2713 127 722 W 73wna 7anonY | shor (oxen), grandeur is his” (Deuteronomy 33:17).
' 2 Ni7aN0oN (WY - Niw 77y | “Firstborn” corresponds to the inner intelligence, as
'Dwn nrna Nm ma ._-|-7 TN 'ITI'l'JJ. qipa | above. And this is “his shor,” it suggests gazing. For

. :(T,,.:".,,v n"n‘ri ‘19'"3}7 .mN] P '7‘\_1.I: it is necessary to focus on the inner intelligence of
every matter. Onkelos renders “grandeur is his” as
“radiance is his,” an expression of luminance. For
the inner intelligence shines for him in each thing.
Even in a place that had been dark and obscure, the
inner intelligence shines for him—when he merits
focusing on the inner intelligence that is found in
each thing—and brings him closer to God.

Note: Counterbalance: positively values holy intellect/wisdom/daat.

Labels: COUNTER _POSITIVE INTELLECT

ANIX Y700 7w R NP NITIR | SePhiNa —  This  connotes  importance,

175w2 AN "IN 1272 N2 N n1na | corresponding to Malkhut. Rabbah bar bar Chanah

DR Wy - nyoo | used his intellect to investigate the status of Malkhut
and the means by which the Jewish people could
elevate it.

Note: Warns against investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary.

Labels: CRITIQUE SPECULATIVE INQUIRY
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.00 DR'wyn TR e 90 'rxiw | Now, there are people who move outside the realm
,NYTPT 0'V2Y YWy 01w "INk Dny | of holiness. This is what the Tanna recounted: He
XNV 'N.10N N2 DAY XA w7 ol | returned to inquire about those who are after twelve
Y ,.NJ,JJD '1.5.?0".4.1 nnnurrpnn I'.N‘A{l"!,l. months time —those who are behind the twelve
DTN W tribes of holiness. They move outside the Jewish

community as a result of their evil deeds.

Note: Warns against investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary.

Labels: CRITIQUE SPECULATIVE INQUIRY

...T R "N :0"X1WL 1MNKR 007N 7301, | Each person is required to minimize his own kavod

;127 170 D70 T3 ((2:nd rwn) 12 | (honor) and maximize the honor of the Omnipresent
MNIY 017N YW TN NIN DX TIdY One. For anyone who pursues honor does not attain
n2IT 11X TI220 DX 9TNY "M '3 ,Dipan kavod Elohim (God’s glory), but kavod melakhim
Ti132 NAAYHINYY T2 bynY DTX 7 (glory of kings), of which it is said (Proverbs 25:2),
1Y 9 K “but the glory of kings is an investigated matter.”
Everyone inquires about him “Who is he and what is
he?” (Esther 7:5) that he is afforded such honor.
And they oppose him, saying that he is not

deserving of such kavod .

Note: Warns against investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary.

Labels: CRITIQUE SPECULATIVE INQUIRY

... 7220 2y W07 NoX 2 ;027 Non | However,  the  person  who  flees  from

D'N7X T2 :(DW) N 171 ,IKY DX ') | glory—minimizing his own glory while maximizing
XK DX 17122 72y D7in oTx-1a X X, | the glory of God—attains kavod Elohim. Then, do
SN Ty .'.1:,le Nm.,m - D'lﬂ)ii;'J ‘r'|13,3‘ not investigate whether he is deserving of his glory

20t inYY T2 vynaw T m | OF not. Of him it is said (Proverbs, ibid.), “The glory
S o e of the Lord is a concealed matter.” For it is
forbidden to inquire into glory.

Note: Warns against investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary.

Labels: CRITIQUE_SPECULATIVE_INQUIRY
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And the upper point of the aleph is the aspect of
Keter, corresponding to “Above the firmament that
was over their heads was the semblance of a kisay
(throne), in appearance like sapphire stone” (Ezekiel
1:26). [This is the point] that covers from above the
vav of the aleph, which is called “firmament” (see
Tikkuney Zohar, ibid.). This point is
d’mitKaSya (a throne that is covered). As is taught:

kisay

Do not inquire about that which is hidden from you,
and into what is miKhuSeh (covered) from you do
not investigate (Chagigah 13a). This corresponds to
“The kavod of the Lord is a concealed matter,” the

aspect of Keter.

Note: Warns against investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary.

Labels: CRITIQUE SPECULATIVE INQUIRY
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For the vav in the middle of the aleph is the
firmament, the encompassing of all the colors—i.e.,
the above mentioned embarrassment. The lower
point is the DeMimah and silence, as in, “the earth is
haDoMe ragli (My footstool).” This is also the
aspect of chirik, corresponding to “and under His
feet....” And the upper point is the “kisay d’
mitkasyah ,” the aspect of repentance,
corresponding to “The glory of the Lord is a
concealed matter,” and to “Do not inquire about that
which is hidden from you,” and to “Above the
firmament that was over their heads was the
semblance of a kisay.” Then, “an adam to sit on the
throne” is made, corresponding to “above it... a

form [resembling] a man.”

Note: Warns against investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary.

Labels: CRITIQUE SPECULATIVE INQUIRY
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[traveling in the desert] — [Rabbah bar bar Chanah]
set out to investigate the fine trait of humility, when
a person considers himself as a desert to be tread

upon (Eruvin 54a) —everyone steps on him.

Note: Warns against investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary.

Labels: CRITIQUE SPECULATIVE INQUIRY
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And the tzaddik corresponds to ruach, as in
(Numbers 27:18), “a man in whom there is ruach
(spirit).” Through him, the haughty spirit—the
“other god”—is humbled; the acheR (other) is
transformed into echaD (one). This is because [the
tzaddik] is the back-point of the letter dalet
(Tikkuney Zohar, p.55b). From him are the four
ruchot, as in (Ezekiel 37:9), “Thus says God: Come
from the four winds, O spirit.” And this is the
connotation of TeRuAh. It is similar to (Psalms 2:9),
“You shall TRoAim (break them) with a rod of iron”
(Tikkuney Zohar #18, p.36a), because it breaks the
haughty spirit/“other god”/atheism.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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And when the feet are lifted up in dance,
corresponding to ‘“his heart carried his feet,”
haughtiness—i.e., idolatry—is eliminated. Through
this, Divine judgments/decrees are mitigated. For
“As long as there is idol worship in the world, there
is charon af (Divine anger) in the world” (Sifri
13:18). But when idolatry disappears, Divine anger
disappears and chasadim (benevolences) are drawn
[to the world]. Then the feet are “the feet of
ChaSiDav (His pious ones)” (1 Samuel 20:9) —i.e.,
the aspect of ChaSaDim. This corresponds to (Isaiah
55:3), “... the kindnesses of David are faithful.”
Specifically “faithful,” because heresy and atheism
are eliminated.
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Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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And [ruach] also corresponds to hand-clapping. For
through the ruach, the emanation of the hands is
revealed, as in (Song of Songs 5:1), “The sound of
my beloved dofeik (pulsates).” Dofeik, as the
Tikkuney Zohar (# 25, p.70a) brings, is an aspect of
ruach. The verse adjacent to this, “My beloved put
his hand in through the hole” (Song of Songs 5:4),
alludes to the hands’
hand-clapping. And then idol

revelation of the
emanation—i.e.,
worship—i.e., heresy—is eliminated. As it is written
(Exodus 17:2), “And his hands were faith.”

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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We find, therefore, that through the tzaddik—i.e.,
the ruach in the heart—the emanation of the hands
and feet—i.e., clapping and dancing—is revealed.
Haughtiness and atheism are thus eliminated, and
faith is increased. And then, “My foot stands in an
even place” (Psalms 26:11) is fulfilled. [“My foot
stands™] is a reference to faith, whereas heresy is
called “a bent foot.” As Asaf said (Psalms 73:2),
“My feet were almost bent,” which in context refers
there to his having turned his heart to heresy. But,
“My foot stands in an even place” indicates faith.
And then, “His hands were faith” is fulfilled.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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Through the emanation of Mordekhai and Esther,
the aspects of the hands and the feet, atheism is
eliminated. Faith is thus increased in the world
because of them. As it is written (Esther 2:7), “And
[Mordekhai] (EMeiN (raised) Hadassah”™—Ti.e.,
Esther]—of whom it is written (Esther 2:20), “just
as when she was (EMNah (raised) by him.” For both
[Mordekhai and Esther] correspond to EMuNah
(faith).

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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And, as mentioned above, [elimination of atheism
and an increase of faith] is achieved by means of the
ruach . This corresponds to: The Book of Esther was
dictated with ruach-of-holiness (Megillah 7a), an
aspect of, “his heart carried his feet.” For, in the
main, the idolators are dependent upon [Esther], she
being synonymous with the feet, as in (Proverbs
5:5), “Her feet go down to death.” Therefore, the
primary rectification of idol worship comes through
her.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS

Q' ,0'7'7% NTIAYDN NI'N2 1D LN N
NI :(7'70 '9 "M TNI0 M7wN' ,N' 'O
127TN) WITA RN'RTI ,NMT WA

“Moshe and his Torah are true, and we are false .”
[The merchant] said to me, “Once every thirty days
Hell brings them back to here, like meat in a pot.
And this is what they say, that Moshe and his Torah

are true and they are false” (Bava Batra 74a).

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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... KXY XD 1271 D NN AT LY | those swallowed up with Korach — As we find in
MNE.07Y2 QX7[N0 0712 o'y nTiayy | the Midrash: Korach was a heretic (Bamidbar
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X007 BN 7'9) T WA AN KL | This alludes to the Divine anger brought on by
heresy. As our Sages taught: As long as there is idol
worship in the world, there is Divine anger in the
world. The two cracks correspond to the two nostrils
from which smoke emanates, as in (Psalms 18:9),

“Smoke went up out of his nostrils.”

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS

o2 Ty o 0me noMRLDTMN (1w - | When he removed it, it was ichrakh (scorched)

AN )N AL, )IR K7L NN K7 - | entirely — The word iChRaKh has the connotation

'Y NN YN NY (T any) NNY of life and length of days. As our Sages taught: “The
DIN3T 1'N2N KN .o i otn | Slothful man will not YaChaRoKh (roast) his catch”
. (Proverbs 12:27) —he will neither YiChyeh (live)
nor YaaRiKh (have length of days) (Eruvin 54b).
This is the meaning of scorched entirely: it alludes
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to life and length of days. By eliminating
haughtiness—i.e., idolatry—/[one’s] wisdom is as it
should be. And with wisdom, a person lives long, as
is written (Ecclesiastes 7:12), “Wisdom gives life to

those who possess it.”

Note: Counterbalance: positively values holy intellect/wisdom/daat.

Labels: COUNTER_POSITIVE INTELLECT
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Now, the sum of all this is as follows: Through the
tzaddik, who corresponds to ruach, [belief in an]
“other god” atheism disappear. And, as a result of
the ruach, there is dancing and hand-clapping. As
explained above, this is because through the
tzaddik/the ruach, the feet are lifted up, the
emanation of the hands is revealed, and faith
increases. This is why of Yosef, who is the aspect of
tzaddik, it is written (Genesis 41:44), “Without your
permission, no man will lift up his hand or foot [in
all of Egypt].” For without the aspect of Yosef, the
tzaddik, it is impossible to lift up or raise either the
hands or the feet.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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This is likewise the case when the light of the
tzaddik is obscured [from a person]. This [light]
radiates in all the worlds, especially in this world.
Even so, for him it does not shine at all. Quite the
reverse, for him it is dark. This [comes] as a result of
shameful deeds and foolishness. Through evil
actions the intellect is obscured with foolishness,
namely, faulty ideas and extraneous knowledge. As
is written (Jeremiah 4:22), “They are wise to do evil,
but they don’t know how to do good.” Because of
their evil actions they are incapable of using their
intellect “to do good,” but only evil. And, as a result
of their [obscuring] the intellect with foolishness,
they cannot see or understand the light of the
tzaddik.

Note: Critiques false or evil wisdom, not wisdom as such.

Labels: FALSE WISDOM CRITIQUE
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6. Yet, how is it that specifically these find
contradictions to their religion in their books and ,
whereas the others do not find anything and remain
with their ? But know! this is because of the concept
their
control—namely, the parts of the Jewish souls
which they hold

exception, anything good is the concept of the

of good which is suppressed under

captive. Because, without

Jewish souls.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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“To turn all the wicked of the earth towards
You”—this is the concept of converts. “All the
inhabitants of the world will recognize and
know”—this is the concept of perfected knowledge

which is achieved through this, as mentioned above.

Note: Counterbalance: positively values holy intellect/wisdom/daat.

Labels: COUNTER_POSITIVE INTELLECT
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And now you want to take Binyamin? — This
corresponds to: The altar was in the portion of a
toreif (predator)—this being Binyamin. The
principal perfection of the intellect is dependent
upon , as explained above. In other words, [its
perfection results from] the intellect offering rebuke.
It states that the main shortcoming, the mind’s being
unsettled, is entirely due to the instruments of

action.

Note: Subordinates study or discourse to concrete practice.

Labels: PRACTICE_OVER_STUDY
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Because this that the tzaddik flees from positions of
authority and honor, and doesn’t want to lead the , is
[based on] a thought which comes to them from the
concept of the concealment of God’s countenance. It
is due to the Jewish people’s lack of faith. This is
because commensurate with the extent of heresy,
heaven forfend, is the concealment of God’s
countenance. He [the tzaddik] does not want to lead

them.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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But [concerning] one who lacks complete faith, yet
presumes that he feels mercy for the world and he
wants to lead the world, this corresponds to (Sotah
49b): “The malkhut (government) will be turned to
heresy.” This is because a small amount of heresy
undermines the government in its quality of
leadership. It turns it to heresy, just as he, the one
who is minutely heretical, turns [and takes] the
Malkhut for himself.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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That is, unless the one who takes hold of the
Malkhut strengthens himself with atheism and
heresy to the point where he separates faith from
leadership, from the concept of dominion, from
securing the Malkhut. Then it is possible that the
Malkhut could remain under his control. This is
because there is no one to make him hate the wise
men, for faith has been separated from the Malkhut .

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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He threw a flask of vinegar and it fled — “Vinegar”
(ChoMeTZ) alludes to an increase of heresy,
corresponding to (Psalms 73:21), “When my heart
yitChaMeTZ (was in ferment).” Because of this, the
birsha fled.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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And this is what Chananiah, Mishael and Azariah
said to Nebuchadnezzar (Vayikra Rabbah 33:6):
“You rule over us with regard to taxes, but with
regard to supervising us in service [of God] and
faith—you and a dog are on equal footing.” In other
words, they said that he had not affected the
kingship of the Jewish people, which relates to our
faith. This is because our faith surrounds the
Malkhut and protects it from being affected by a
stranger. It causes those who persecute it [the
Malkhut] to hate the wise men. That is, provided the
power of heresy has not prevailed over faith, in
which case he [the gentile ruler] could take our
kingship, God forbid, as in, “He threw a flask of

vinegar and it fled.”

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS

Likutei Moharan — Annotated Edition -

Page 34



...’9 I'UKI]) WITA2 KAMY N2 ,0'7M
N1 TI0 MTL.DRAND [N 21V NI7YDYT X
WP IW70WIL.7712 'L AT NYIY
PI¥OY 12T 72 Vw7 11T Wy

“Doing His word, to hear the sound of His word.”
When the tzaddik makes the word..., as above.
When the Holy Tongue comes from above, it is still
in need of rectification. For the good still has to be
elevated from the Targum. This is the deeper
intention of circumcision. As the Midrash (Bereishit
Rabbah 11:6) brings the question which the heretics
asked concerning the mitzvah of circumcision: How
is it that the Holy One created something which is
still in need of rectification? But it was with this
intention. As explained earlier, the Holy Tongue,
which corresponds to the sanctification of the
Covenant that comes from above, is still in need of
rectification. Primarily, its rectification is below, in
this world, by our elevating the good in the Targum
and perfecting the Holy Tongue. This is because the
primary rectification of all things is completed
below, specifically in this world. This is the concept
of the perfection of the Holy Tongue through
Targum. For, even though the Holy Tongue comes
from above, it nevertheless can only be perfected
through the tongue of Targum which is the concept
of the Tree of Knowledge of good and evil; that is,
by extracting the good in the Targum, the good in
the Tree of Knowledge, specifically through this is
the Holy Tongue perfected.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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And this is the concept of what was explained in the
Midrash: the answer to the question of the heretics
concerning the mitzvah of circumcision: “How is it
that the Holy One created something which is still in
need of rectification?” They answered there that
everything requires rectification. “Lupines need to
be cooked... man, too, is in need of rectification.”
See there.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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YOU 910 WP DA 1D 7730 201, T does not enter the mind, but encircles . In a similar
sense, we see that there are a number of profound
disciplines which the human mind is incapable of
understanding clearly; such as the numerous
paradoxes which perplex us, e. g. foreknowledge
and free will. The human mind is incapable of

understanding this principle.

Note: Draws a boundary around human intellect.

Labels: LIMITS OF HUMAN INTELLECT

...UM 'NTIA,N7200 NN 207 N2FW X¥n1 | Thus, this thing [being chosen] is like a segulah. It is
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them, will thus have merited to understand the
segulah. It is therefore only fitting that the
“specialness” be revealed to the nation that is

special.

Note: Draws a boundary around human intellect.

Labels: LIMITS OF HUMAN INTELLECT
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the neighbor] to disguise himself so that he is not
recognized. As is it written (Job 14:20), “You
change his appearance, and send him
away ’—changing the appearance through different

garments enables him to be free of him.

Note: Counterbalance: positively values holy intellect/wisdom/daat.

Labels: COUNTER_POSITIVE _INTELLECT
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as in (Exodus 32:4), “He took [the rings] from their
hand, and formed it [the gold] in a mold.”
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Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS

2Q'WNILLNMN'IY7 KA X7 7TV 27977y qx ' | But he didn’t take full grown dates! — For, even so,

=D n K7 XDl | he has not as yet come to heresy. And he answered:

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS

21TA NrNY DN W' TR TN D'pny 00 | With this, the [different concepts of the] lesson are

977 121 M2T 2, TNA 20D DY [201.a0'n | tied together. Understand them well, because Rebbe
ANKAD YWPN DT Nachman’s words are very profound and contain
great depth.

Note: Counterbalance: praises depth, reasoning, proofs, or careful study.

Labels: COUNTER _DEEP STUDY
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JANYD' ' 7y 7y 1yl above... and as is clear from this lesson to those
who study it. There is thus a need to clarify the

matter somewhat. As follows:

Note: Counterbalance: praises depth, reasoning, proofs, or careful study.

Labels: COUNTER_DEEP STUDY
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like a partition which separates between the
mentalities and the Light of the Infinite One. For
this power, which is the controls, restrains the
mentalities at the time of their running and racing so
that they do not hazard ascending to God, higher
than their partition. This is because the mentalities
race in order to grasp the Light of the Infinite One,
and this power of the intellect—the controls/ Keter
—stands in their way like a partition and restrains

them from racing, as above.

Note: Draws a boundary around human intellect.

Labels: LIMITS OF HUMAN INTELLECT

M0 WL ,v90 v ,nd2 7w wiw | And afterwards, when he grasps with his intellect all

,0NFNAN ANY N3 ,M7a0 72w 2w 173w | that the human to comprehend, then his intellect
™ A'wnY ‘Wix T2 Wiy nn 73 17wa | reverts to acquired intellect. As the scholars have
V o ).ana 'Ji?"\.D?_;L written: there is potential intellect, actualized

intellect, and acquired intellect.

Note: Warns against investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary.
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Labels: CRITIQUE_SPECULATIVE_INQUIRY
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To draw the entire world to His service, “to serve
Him in unison,” so that all [people] cast off their
gods of silver and gold and pray to God alone—this
happens in each and every generation commensurate
with the peace that exists in that generation. As a
result of the peace that exists between people—with
them investigating and explaining the truth to each
other—each person casts off the falsehood of his

money worship and draws closer to the truth.

Note: Warns against investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary.

Labels: CRITIQUE_SPECULATIVE_INQUIRY
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This is the meaning of: “Let Me see your
countenance”—this is the concept of a majestic
countenance, the elder, as explained. “Let Me hear
your voice”—for the voice is in accordance with the
wisdom of the Torah expositions, in accordance
with the intellect of the Thirteen Principles through
which he DoReSh (expounds) the Torah. And this is
(Amos 5:4), “DiRShuni (seek Me) and live,” for
“Wisdom gives life to the one who possesses it”

(Ecclesiastes 7:12).

Note: Counterbalance: positively values holy intellect/wisdom/daat.

Labels: COUNTER _POSITIVE INTELLECT
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It comes out that because of this, these people fall
into great heresy. They think, Heaven forfend, that
God “neither sees nor understands” the deeds of
man (cf. Psalms 94:7). As a result, they do not honor
those who fear God, but vilify and shame them. This
is why “shame” is called idolatry, as in (Hoshea
9:10), “They consecrated themselves to shame.” For

shame and vilification stem from heresy.
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Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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2. Now, when those who fear God are vilified and
shamed by these heretics, the solution for this is
(Psalms 22:7): “But I am a worm, and not a man;
vilified of men, the concept of “worm” is a remedy
for vilification and disgrace. By virtue of this
concept one defeats his enemies. This is because a
tola (worm) corresponds to EMUNah (faith), as in
(Lamentations 4:5), “those who were EMUNim
(reared) on tola (scarlet).”

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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With the aspect of Avraham, which is the aspect of
faith, one breaks and eliminates idolatry, heresy and
disgrace. And one overcomes the heretics,
corresponding to (Psalms 20:7), “with strength, the
salvation of His right hand.” For Avraham is the
personification of lovingkindness, the concept of
faith, as in (ibid. 89:34), “My lovingkindness I will
not remove from him, and I will not be false to My
faithfulness.” With this right hand he overcomes his
enemies. He takes on the aspect of (Nachum 2:4),

“The warriors are mTuLA’im (dressed in scarlet).”

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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He said to them, Bring me bricks and tina (cement)
from hatam (there) — This is because tina
(grievance) has entered the hearts of these [people],
as above, and their heart has become a heart of
stone. Now, when a true Torah scholar sees their
evil intentions, he tells them to remove the
grievance from their hearts—they should remove
the grievance that is in the heart of stone and not

commit heresy against the Holy One.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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For it is explained there that the [existence of]
oppositionists who vilify those who fear God stems
from the fallen alephs . In holiness these alephs
correspond to the aspect Leah. But by them [the
oppositionists] this becomes the aspect of, “Is it not
enough for you to weary people, that you would also
weary [my] God?”—as though they tire out the Holy
One from helping those who serve Him. This is
because, by them, LeAH becomes the aspect of
LoAH (tire out). For they draw sustenance from the
harsh judgments in Leah, from where the harsh evil
forces—the concept of idolatry—have a hold. This
is what is explained in the lesson: they succumb to
heresy, the aspect of idolatry. Study there.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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And this is the meaning of, “Go before Me and be
whole.” It corresponds to (Deuteronomy 18:13),
“You shall be whole with God your Lord”—You
will not have to investigate the stars and
constellations (Pesachim 113b). For you will be
above them.

Note: Warns against investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary.
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Labels: CRITIQUE_SPECULATIVE_INQUIRY

... TPINYN KM DX ;7w 0'WWor 0% | And this is: “If the teacher is like an angel of the

D'7'TY 11X 72p7 7R 2pnanY Awox | God of Hosts.” For the teacher must also have the
N'NW [9X2 /D100l 0N DO :MINNY wiw | two powers which the Torah has: an elixir of life
o n-'m;' Y .-|I7 n;gj'?gl 12 D2 Y 3'39 .3 and a potion [of death]. This is so that the one who
draws close to him can receive as he desires; “the
tzaddikim go... the wicked stumble.” If he longs to

serve the Holy One, he will be able to receive from
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the teacher an upright path through which to serve
God. But if not, and he has a grievance in his heart,
he can also find in the teacher a means to “cut the
plantings” and heretically deny everything, God
forbid.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS

...¥D2 XYW 0002 2 7V1,0NKR 7 (10 | And there is one who draws close to the tzaddik and

DW) N3727 DINIT AN NAXY 10d ;1273 | “cuts plantings” and heretically denies everything,
AN R0 XTI ATLANR Nina T wwn | God forbid. He is called wicked, corresponding to

N.?PJ. NI ,D‘I."IEJI; 60 2 19].3': DI'I.U'DJ:J Acher, and certainly had a grievance in his heart, as
our Sages taught about Acher (ibid. 15a). Therefore,
perforce he finds that which belongs to him by the
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tzaddik—he finds something with which to “cut
plantings.” Of him it is said, “the wicked stumble in
them.” For the teacher must have both these

qualities, as explained.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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This is because the renewal of the intellect is the
For the

neshamabh, as is written (Job 32:8), “the neshamah

renewal of the soul. intellect is the
from the Almighty gives them understanding.” As
our Sages taught (Berakhot 10a): Just as the Holy
One nourishes the world, so too, the soul nourishes
its body. Thus it is the soul that gives vitality to the
body, while it itself is the intellect, as is written
(Ecclesiastes 7:12), “Wisdom gives life to those who

possess it.”

Note: Counterbalance: positively values holy intellect/wisdom/daat.

Labels: COUNTER_POSITIVE _INTELLECT
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5. Now, the main mentalities, which we receive by
means of faith, are received only from the Light of
the Face, as is written (Proverbs 16:15), “In the light
of the King’s countenance there is life.” “Life” is the
mentalities, as in, “Wisdom gives life.” They receive
from the Light of the Face by way of faith, which is
called Malkhut. This is the aspect of Yerushalayim,
as is written (Genesis 14:18), “And Malkitzedek,
king of Shalem”—which Onkelos renders: king of
Yerushalem.

Note: Counterbalance: positively values holy intellect/wisdom/daat.

Labels: COUNTER_POSITIVE INTELLECT
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This is the reason our Sages (Berakhot 12b)
your hearts...”
(Numbers 15:39). {“After your hearts” is heresy;
“after your eyes” is adultery.} Shimshon, too, went

expounded the verse “after

after his eyes. Likewise, Bilaam was called “one
whose eye is open” (ibid. 24:3), because he is the
all-encompassing evil trait of the evil traits of the

seventy languages.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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YI21"2'WIN 0NN (12 N2'R) 2'NdF | [Wisdom and foolishness] also correspond to life
2N K7L M (7T ark) 2k w1 | and  death, as is written (Ecclesiastes  7:12),
NN NNoNA Q7T N7nE) amdw ing | “Wisdom gives life [to those who possess it]”; and it
AnmEotn nrna oni | i written (Job 4:21), “they die, but not with

' ' ' wisdom”; and it is written (Lamentations 3:6), “He

made me dwell in darkness.”

Note: Counterbalance: positively values holy intellect/wisdom/daat.

Labels: COUNTER _POSITIVE INTELLECT

17712 NIN'YAN YOX DN DM2TN 72 72X | And from this evolves and develops the mistake of

JIN'YAD 2NN K T27 Dan own 72 | the heretics who say that the world is a necessary
nnxa '71“ DX'YAD 21NN ,D.|I7.U|_ on ,Xi reality, God forbid. But in truth only God alone is a
DYIYNY DNNIXY ,0'0NI7'OKD 7w Npn | Necessary reality, whereas all things are a contingent

\wn1 Yumw Nt reality, as explained above.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS

NYTD NMYYY? X2 710' N0 1R 7217 | When a man has all these preparatory elements, .

Note: Counterbalance: positively values holy intellect/wisdom/daat.

Labels: COUNTER POSITIVE INTELLECT

.O¥,0AN 0w NTIAY? nyan 1?7 v | Yet the way to merit perfected daat is through

TR 72 22 71U nwpn TNR 79w T2y 1 | converts. As the Sages, of blessed memory, taught:
.00 DI TYRNE, M0 'ATa? n2dn | 1 learned much from my teachers... but from my
:53137 DJ'HD_'T_ R'TI2Y nnx-g,' nd ,D"WA students, more than them all.” Because each one

’ T,.:[.:.Wv Nl:n nyTa nln'ﬂu'? nﬁrﬁ W questions and asks, for each one has impediments to

the service of God, and it is necessary to answer
each one’s questions—through this his daat is

completed. As a result he merits having children.

Note: Counterbalance: positively values holy intellect/wisdom/daat.
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Labels: COUNTER POSITIVE INTELLECT
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A child cannot bear offspring because he lacks daat
that is whole. But when he merits daat that is whole,
he merits having children. Therefore through this,
Avraham—he would convert the men and Sarah
would convert the women—merited perfected daat,
so that there was no difference between his daat and
the daat of God other than these five things. And as
a result he merited the heh mentioned above.

Note: Counterbalance: positively values holy intellect/wisdom/daat.

Labels: COUNTER _POSITIVE INTELLECT
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Thus: “Avram could not father offspring, but
Avraham could father offspring.” For by means of
perfected daat, which is the aspect of the heh, he

merited having children.

Note: Counterbalance: positively values holy intellect/wisdom/daat.

Labels: COUNTER _POSITIVE INTELLECT

JIFDD PY KR 72W0 2,075 DX NN

ke

NNIND :Q7' T N7NP) AMIY 10 NEND

,0M' NI ['2'YNn ,MIND 7Y T
KX

...IN7E22P% 01D NYTD DT

InxYa XN 72WD1LNYTD D NYT? NIT TR

Thus, by studying Torah, we draw length-of-days
and then merit daat, for daat and intellect are
themselves the life force, as it is written, “Wisdom
gives life to those who possess it” (Ecclesiastes
7:12). Intellect is the essence of life force, and by
means of daat it is possible to come close to and

admonish those one needs to admonish.

Note: Counterbalance: positively values holy intellect/wisdom/daat.

Labels: COUNTER POSITIVE INTELLECT
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NNy nivynnY 7' ') ,mw n1'na | Intellect is the essence of life-force, as it is written
JNRA0PT 'Nn NNy 790w 7ax nitynnYy | (Ecclesiastes 7:12), “Wisdom instills life into those
22Ny NN A2 fwn 2w oy k' | Who possess it.” Thus, when the service is with
NTIAYAWIE .07V IX AN AN (T intellect, this instills it with vitality so that it can
NYAP) AN N3 73N KA DENA Y ascend. But when a person falls into the aspect of a
constricted consciousness, the aspect of sleep, [the

devotions] cannot ascend on high.

Note: Counterbalance: positively values holy intellect/wisdom/daat.

Labels: COUNTER POSITIVE INTELLECT

.0NI7'9X7 2'WNW NN VTL:Q”9 NIax) | In truth, it is a great mitzvah to sharpen the intellect

X1 N7 2W1,1M2 7Y 12T a0 7wn | in order to understand clearly that which God
TINY NI NIYN RN A0y 7arw ‘winkn | demarcated as comprehensible to the human mind.

L,?-;y-? ]3'33:"- ‘DEJD -7.34;)-_!;, an ,‘nm_gau'a Concerning this it is said: And know what to answer
the heretic (Avot 2:14) .

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS

...7710K T YyNND n7an' X7 Ty 70 | For there are different types of questions: There is

AT XU 2V YAD "anY 'wikn 72w | the question whose solution a man can understand,
NYONA I'NY ,X'WUP WL DLNN YT NN of which it is said: “And know what [to answer the

AT 9V 1T WP 9V YAD 207 DTRD YW heretic].” And there is the question whose solution

L ) o

Xiwg Wt nifgED 12 7190 1 is incomprehensible to the human mind; only in the
Future will the solution be revealed. It is forbidden
for a person to delve into these. Anyone who does
rely on his intellect and delves into them, of this it is
said (Proverbs 2:19): “None that go to her return.”
This is because for such a question he may not rely

on his intellect, but rather be steadfast in faith.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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.0 700, mana 9 Tnr 727 X'n | Even for those questions that have a solution—there
NIOYI'ORN NXTI NOYIP'OX 7y 2'wn? nn | are times when the paths of the intellect are blocked,
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o DD"?‘S.! w.w n’v‘w} N |t'79§.|_ how to respond to it. With each person, this heresy
is commensurate with his level: he can understand

either more, or less.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS

. 7waE1M2T DX RY TR 7T Nl | In truth, were a person to know with a whole heart

S1Ta nAN7nna 779nn nt 'XTL,Nonn | that “all the earth is filled with His Glory” (Isaiah
ynivl,n79N0 NYwa iy 6:3), and that the Holy Blessed One stands [nearby
XINTYN2-WITEAL, (a1 Inww) 1Tia) yaxp | him] during prayer and hears the prayer, he would
Y3 X9AY 0% 172 AY'T DTRA VT AR surely pray with great enthusiasm. He would be
extremely meticulous to recite his words with

OX NI
focused intention. However, because a person does
not know this with a whole heart, he does not get
very enthusiastic and is not very meticulous. And
each person’s enthusiasm and meticulousness is
commensurate with the limitations of his intellect
and knowledge. This knowledge stems from the
good inclination in the heart, while the concealment
of this knowledge is due to the evil inclination in the
heart. Indeed, this concealment of the knowledge is
the heresy and questioning; the evil inclination
perplexes his heart so that he should succumb to evil
(cf. Proverbs 28:14) .

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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The way to rectify this dispute in the heart is at its
root. That is, in its essence, dispute of the evil
inclination is rooted in the dispute of holiness. When
[the latter] descends level after level until it
descends below, it becomes dispute of the evil
inclination, in the aspect of “Their heart is divided.”
It instills him with heresy and conceals from him the
intellect’s paths, so that he does not know how to

ansSwer.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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The rectification for dispute of holiness is legal
rulings. A legal ruling is the peace and resolution of
the dispute of the Tannaim and Amoraim. By
studying the Codes of Law, a person binds himself
to the peace of holiness and rectifies the dispute of
holiness. Then, the dispute of the evil inclination in
his heart is eliminated and he is able to worship God
‘with all his heart’—with both inclinations. The
gates of the intellect are thus open for him, so that he

knows how to answer the heretic.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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All this comes about through the aforementioned
resolution and peace. Thus the letters ShaLOM
(peace) are an acronym of “V’da Mah Shetashiv
L’apikoros (And know what to answer the heretic).”
Through the peace, he knows how to answer the

heresy in his heart.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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9. (The following relates to section 2:) Thus
ShaLOM (peace) is an acronym of “V’da Mah
Shetashiv L’apikoros (And know what to answer the
heretic).” Through the peace he knows how to
answer the heresy in his heart, as explained above.
See there.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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The peace among Jews, between one person and
another, also nullifies heresy, as elucidated
elsewhere. This is what our Sages, of blessed
memory, said (Bereishit Rabbah 38:6): “Ephraim is
joined to idolatry; let him be!” (Hosea 4:17)—for
when there is peace among Jews, then even if they
worship idolatry, they are forgiven. But [if] “their
heart is divided, now they will be found guilty”
(ibid. 10:2), since dispute leads to heresy, as

explained above.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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Each one holds fast to his opinion, since they do not
meet to discuss the matter in order that one might
convince the other of his opinion. And even if they
would come together and talk it over, neither one
would change his opinion because of the need to
triumph associated with dispute. But when peace
prevails, even if they are idolaters, they are forgiven.
The peace will surely nullify each one’s idolatry and
heresy, through their discussing the matter and each
one diverting the other from his evil and heretical
ideas. And through peace they will surely attain
perfected and upright faith, as explained above and

as elucidated elsewhere.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.
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Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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This is also “BeRAiShIT: BRIT AiSh (a covenant of
fire)” (Tikkuney Zohar #3, p.18b)—i.e., the brit,
which is comprised of six days, six handbreadths,
six wings. This is “a covenant of fire”—the aspect
of the fiery angels with six wings, which are the
aspect of six handbreadths, as explained above. For
fire too has six capacities. As the scientists explain
as well, there are six capacities in fire: to soften or
harden, to cook or burn, to blacken or whiten.
Likewise, a bird has six capacities. By flying, it

disappears or appears, is close or far way, .

Note: Warns against investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary.

Labels: CRITIQUE SPECULATIVE INQUIRY
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However, there is another type of heresy. These are
pseudo-wisdoms, yet since they are intricate and
people cannot comprehend them, they appear to be
wisdom. For example, this is comparable to when
someone postulates an untrue argument in Talmud
and its commentaries. Since there is no learned
individual to answer the question that arises from
this argument, it therefore seems that he has
postulated a superior argument and insight, even

though in truth it is not at all [a valid] argument.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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LWOKR 'R L'A9D 770 n1'nan ,0wn | In truth, it is impossible to answer these questions.
D'X2D NIWED 1K 2 7W1,712220 N7y oy | This is because the questions [that arise] from this
I'X *R9 7700 JiN2 0w WwK 'pon Yonn | heresy stem from the Vacated Space in which, so to
D'N2 NINFD NIONI'OR YW Nivwpn iy vy | Speak, there is no Godliness. There is therefore
NIWEA 7 AU TWON 'K TNkt absolutely no way that one can find an answer for
these questions that come from there, from the
aspect of the Vacated Space—i.e., [no way to] find
God there. For if God were found there as well, it
would then not be vacated, and there would have
been nothing but Ein Sof, as explained above.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS

1020 M7 nxny Dwaw 'n9n 77nn | Therefore, of this heresy it is said (Proverbs 2:19):

N2AY INXA NNFD NI0NIR'OXD 7V N2WN “None that go to her yeShUVun (return).” There is
DAY |'N "2 5] K7 'N3 72 (072 *wn) | absolutely no teShUVah (answer) for this heresy
N1 NNFA NIOTI'OR YV |2 V1 since it stems from the Vacated Space, from which,

so to speak, He contracted His Godliness.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS

0N N7 0w W innK'? nnxa | Now, through faith—their believing that God fills

INTIQF, 02D N2 NN inxya 'pon | all worlds and encircles all worlds, and since He
7700 DAW 270X "7y 72 1210 KINY encircles all worlds then also the Vacated Space
ANRNE, %Y 72 22101 'Yy 73 X9nn itself exists by virtue of His wisdom, and in actual

2N DWW DMNAY NI TYY AL truth His Godliness is surely in that place, just that it
is impossible to comprehend this and to find God
there, as explained above—they accordingly prevail
over all the wisdoms, questions and heresies that
stem from the Vacated Space. They know that it is
surely impossible to find an answer for [these
heresies], because if one would find an answer for
them—i.e., would find God in them—then there
would be no Vacated Space and the creation could
not have come into existence.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.
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Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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This is why the Jews are called IVRiim (Hebrews),
because with their faith OVRim (they prevail over)
all the
pseudo-wisdoms—i.e., the second heresy, which

wisdoms, and even the

stems from the Vacated Space, as explained above.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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And therefore God is called “the God of the
IVRiim” (Exodus 3:18), from the expression
“EiVeR (beyond) the river” (Joshua 24:3), which
connotes sides. That is, His Godliness encircles also
the Vacated Space, which comes from the
contraction whereby He contracted the Light to the
sides. And therefore the Jews are called Ivriim,
because through their faith—that they believe God
is “the God of the Ivriim,” as explained above—they
prevail over all the wisdoms and also all that is
pseudo-wisdom, namely the second heresy, as

explained above.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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This is why a person must surely be extremely wary
of this second heresy; to flee and escape from there
without delving or looking into their words at all,
because, God forbid, he will surely become
submerged there. Of this it is written, “None that go

to her return...,” as explained above.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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3. But know! if there is a great tzaddik who is the
aspect of Moshe, he must especially delve into these
words of heresy. And even though it is impossible to
answer them, as explained above, nevertheless, by
his delving into there, he elevates from there a
number of souls that fell and became submerged
within  this

conundrums and questions [raised] by the heresy

heresy. This is because these
that stems from the Vacated Space are the aspect of
silence, since there is no intellect or letters to answer

them, as explained above.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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This is why it is forbidden for anyone other than the
tzaddik who is the aspect of Moshe to enter and
delve into these words of heresy and the
conundrums. For Moshe is the aspect of silence, in
the aspect that is called “heavy of speech” (Exodus
4:10), the aspect of a silence more exalted than

speech.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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This is the explanation of the Mishnah: All my days
gadalti (I was raised) bein (among) the scholars and
have found nothing better for the body than silence;
the main thing is not the expounding but the
practice; and whoever speaks overmuch brings on
sin (Avot 1:17) .

Note: Subordinates study or discourse to concrete practice.

Labels: PRACTICE OVER STUDY
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RN X772 07w N DT T 7Y | the main thing is not the expounding but the
)2 RV ,NWYAN K7X ,Ta72 wyTan | practice; and whoever speaks overmuch brings on

APV 'Y ,012T0 0NN XKW ,0naT | sin—For the main thing in all the expounding and
DWATA 93 13 - NUA N 0MaT naapn | the words that these scholars speak is not the
'73| ,nwunn N'?'...‘: WF-\m “NIﬂ vn‘mn N-ﬂ expounding alone but the practice; that through their
words they should make and create the world, as
explained above: “Do not read this ‘“My people,” but

‘with Me,”” as explained above.

Note: Subordinates study or discourse to concrete practice.

Labels: PRACTICE _OVER STUDY

...IT NNIONYT TN NTD NEY ,TN'N |11 T | 5. Know, too, that by means of the melody of the

A7 w' 071yay npani nnan 7w w1 | tzaddik who is the aspect of Moshe, he elevates
.OYY 791w '190 Y700 YW NN from the heresy of the Vacated Space the souls that
nlo-)'|l7|9.)v(a .IY.J' niNYIn N N n-wn x| fell into there. For know! each and every wisdom in
AWUN NN KW 77¥0 YW R0 T WY the world has its particular song and melody. This
yTin | Song is particular to that wisdom, so that this
wisdom is derived from that song. This is the aspect
of “sing an intelligent song” (Psalms 47:8), since

each intellect and wisdom has a song and melody.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS

...['7912 |10 190 N3 ,waTan nan op | Even heresy has a melody and song that is particular

N'WIE,NA9N 709 X7 1P X7 ,n2 M N | to heretical wisdom. This is as our Sages, of blessed
ANX :(10 NAAN) 13727 DINT Arpian | memory,  said: And - Acher, what was his
NAXY NTI.DI0IZ'9XD NNINYT TN shortcoming? A Greek song never ceased from his

0T |1 AY W' DIONIOND NNIN MO lips, and when he would rise from his studies, books
of heresy would fall from [his bosom] (Chagigah
15b). For one is dependent upon the other: because
of the aforementioned song that did not cease from
his lips, the books of the heretics would fall from
him. This is because that song was particular to this

heresy of his.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life. Counterbalance: Torah

learning itself'is valued as a remedy.
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Labels: HERESY APICORUS - COUNTER TORAH STUDY

VY 950 v nifyn mamy a'n ,mamx | Therefore, by means of the melody of the tzaddik

WNY NI'N2A KD 1R 2 'R9n 770 7w | who is the aspect of Moshe, as explained above, all
NIXFD NIONIP'OXN )N 1791w Ninwan 73 | the souls that succumbed to this heresy of the
DRI, D;-?~|u m .-__,'._ -71_; ,-7,,']_3_. nwn Tl"IJ'ITD Vacated Space ascend and emerge. This is because
o NINY ,7..“;] Y9 1 'T.': 2 2 '7‘\_1.I: his melody is in the aspect of the summit of
faith—i.e., the most exalted faith of all-—since
through this melody and faith all heresy is nullified.
And all the melodies are encompassed and made
null within this melody, which is the highest of all
since all melodies are drawn from it, as explained

above.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS

...¥ D1 ,7712 7R 'R N1'NAan KW | that you might know that I am God—In that place

,NIWUNID N'0NIR'OX NI'NA A Niopn | you will be able to recognize God, since there are
NN ,7INYD NI'NA )INA I79XY AN holy sparks and letters there, as explained above.
2713 TN DTN ¥IND DY W1 0 DR That is, even within the aspect of parody/the forces
1309 9 0W 1 - 1IN ' DAY of evil—i.e., the aspect of the first heresy, which

stems from an overload of the Light, as explained
above—there too you will be able to recognize God.
Of this it is said: “And know what to answer the

9

heretic,” as explained above. For it is possible to
find there letters and sparks to answer them, since
they stem from the Shattering of the Vessels, as

explained above.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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And this is “tomorrow I will bring arbeh (locusts).”
[ARBeH] is an acronym for “Akhein Ruach Hu
B’enosh (But it is the spirit in men)” (Job 32:8).
This is the aspect of melody, which is the aspect of
ruach. That is, the melody and song of the summit of
faith will be revealed then, as explained above, and
consequently all the heresy—even that of the
Vacated Space—will be nullified, as explained

above.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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But know, occasionally a person’s lusting for money
is so great and he becomes so foolish, that the mind
cannot bear all the clouding. Eventually, it emerges
as hair, since the hairs are the extraneous elements

of the mind, as is known.

Note: Draws a boundary around human intellect.

Labels: LIMITS OF HUMAN INTELLECT
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The same applies to groaning and sighing. If you
investigate and observe how it is drawn to the throat,
[you will see that] it is an aspect of “toSeiPh (You
increase) their ruach -breath.” For a short while his
ruach -breath increases, and but a minute later he

[might] perish and be tei’aSeiPh (gathered up).

Note: Warns against investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary.

Labels: CRITIQUE SPECULATIVE INQUIRY
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The essence and foundation on which everything
depends is one’s binding oneself to the tzaddik of
the generation:accepting his word in whatever he
says, “This is how it is,” in matters small and great;
not deviating, God forbid, from his word “to the
right or the left” (Deuteronomy 17:11), as our Sages
teach: even if he tells you that right is left... (Siffi,
off from

pseudo-wisdoms;and dismissing one’s knowledge as

op. cit.) ;casting oneself all
if one had no intelligence other than what one
receives from the tzaddik and rav of the generation,
because as long as one retains some of one’s own
intellect, one lacks completion and is not bound to

the tzaddik.

Note: Elevates temimut/pshittut—simple, unsophisticated service of God.

Labels: SIMPLICITY PSHITUT
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Now, the essential devotion is to be ‘simple and
upright, God-fearing and diverted from evil’ (cf. Job
1:1), without any pseudo-wisdoms. Thus King
Shlomo, of blessed memory, though it was written
of him that “he was wisest of all men” (1 Kings
5:11), he said, “For I am more brutish than a man
and have not the understanding of man” (Proverbs
30:2). Likewise, Asaf said (Psalms 73:22), “I was
brutish and unknowing, like an animal I was with
You.” It is also written (Proverbs 21:30), “There is
no wisdom or understanding or counsel against
God.”

Note: Elevates temimut/pshittut—simple, unsophisticated service of God.

Labels: SIMPLICITY PSHITUT
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One must fear and be frightened of glory. This is

glory s
life-threatening. For [glory] exacts all judgments, as

because very dangerous, [even]
it is written (Psalms 24:7), “King of glory.” Glory is
an aspect of kingship, which judges all. Therefore,
everyone investigates and asks: “Who is he, this
king of glory?” (ibid .:10). [They want to know] if

he is deserving of this.

Note: Warns against investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary.

Labels: CRITIQUE SPECULATIVE INQUIRY
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Now, because his heart is filled with a spirit of folly,
and spirit is air—and, as has been proven
scientifically, the nature of air is to seek a vacuum to
fill—then, when the air finds a vacuum to fill, it
[out]
Therefore, when his heart is encompassed in the
heart of the tzaddik—the heart of the tzaddik being
hollow, as in (Psalms 109:22), “My heart is hollow
within me”—the air of the spirit of folly that sticks
to his heart—his heart being filled with this
air—wildly bursts forth and breaks his heart,
escaping outward because it has found a vacuum in

the tzaddik’s heart.

bursts and breaks quickly and wildly.

Note: Warns against investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary.

Labels: CRITIQUE_SPECULATIVE_INQUIRY
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Someone who serves as a rabbi properly and
sincerely, thereby merits attaining prominence
towards the end of his life. Whatever is considered
greatness in that generation is the greatness to which
he rises. For example, in this generation, in which
the main prominence and honor are to be considered
a famous tzaddik, he merits at the end of his life
being accepted as a well-known personage. Even
though this is really not the case—he is in fact just
an ordinary, kosher Jew—they give him his reward

before he leaves the world. And afterwards....

Note: Elevates temimut/pshittut—simple, unsophisticated service of God.

Labels: SIMPLICITY PSHITUT
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Know! as a result of conflict, namely dispute,
upstanding people entertain the thoughts of the
wicked—i.e., the heretical thoughts that affect them
because of this. The rectification for this is to hand
over the conflict to God, that God should fight the
battle. Through this one nullifies the aforementioned
thoughts of the wicked.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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4. In the Talmud [we find]: It once happened that
there was such a dispute in the study hall that in
their anger they tore a Torah scroll. [Rabbi Yosi ben
Kisma] said: “It would surprise me if this house
does not become a place of idolatry” (Yevamot
96b). We can conclude from this that dispute leads
to idolatry and heresy. This is as it is written (Psalms
140:3), “They devised evil in their hearts; all the
time stirring up wars”™—due to wars, namely
dispute, “They devised evil in their hearts.” This
brings to evil thoughts, namely heresy, as explained

above.
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learning itself'is valued as a remedy.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life. Counterbalance: Torah

Labels: HERESY APICORUS - COUNTER TORAH STUDY
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The rectification for this is to hand over the conflict
to God, that God should fight the battle, as
mentioned above. This is the aspect of silence—i.e.,
he has to keep his silence with them, but rather rely
on God, that He will battle on our behalf. This is the
aspect of “God will battle for you, but you must
remain silent” (Exodus 14:14). And as a result of
this silence, the thoughts ascend, for the evil
thoughts of heresy are nullified, as explained above.
This is the aspect of “Be silent! This is the way it
has arisen in thought” (Menachot 29b)—by means
of silence, the thoughts ascend, as explained above.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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Nevertheless, the man of truth draws to himself all
the charities, so that the power of their charity is
nullified. Then, their evil thoughts are nullified of
themselves, and all heresy is eliminated, as

explained above.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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And this is the explanation of what they said: “Once
[Adam] heard ‘By the sweat of your brow you will
get bread to eat,” his daat was calmed.” The reason
is that fever is the aspect of a blemish of daat,
from the
combination of fire and water. This is: “Once he

because daat is produced mainly
heard ‘By the sweat of your brow...,”” for sweating
cures the aforementioned sickness. It was through
this that his daat was calmed—the aspect of being
cured of the aforementioned sickness, this being the

perfection of daat, as explained above.

Note: Counterbalance: positively values holy intellect/wisdom/daat.

Labels: COUNTER POSITIVE INTELLECT
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Each person is required to give strength to the
Kingdom of Holiness so that it may overpower the
Kingdom of the Other Side. As our Sages taught: A
person should always incite the good inclination
against the evil inclination (Berakhot 5a). And how
is strength given to the Kingdom of Holiness? By
means of the Torah study that a person engages in
with enthusiasm. {As our Sages taught: A person
should always incite... If it leaves, good; if not, he
should engage in Torah study (ibid.).} And, as our
Sages taught: If this rogue accosts you, drag him to
the house of study (Kiddushin 30b).

Note: Counterbalance: Torah learning itself is valued as a remedy.

Labels: COUNTER_TORAH STUDY
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In other words, the holy Torah subdues the evil
inclination, which wants to drive a person literally
insane, God forbid. For a sinner is insane, as our
Sages taught: A person does not commit a sin unless
a spirit-of-folly has entered into him (Sotah 3a).
And, just as the insane must be struck and have
[amulets bearing] Holy Names placed upon them,
the Torah study one engages in is likewise an aspect
of sticks and Holy Names. With it we beat and
subdue the evil inclination, and dispel from the
person the insanity and foolishness that have entered
into him. This is, We beat it with a staff on which
was etched Holy Names ... (cf. Vayikra Rabbah
25:1).

Note: Counterbalance: Torah learning itself is valued as a remedy.

Labels: COUNTER_TORAH STUDY
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6. To achieve this, to be able to distinguish, separate
and eliminate the bad from the good, one must
engage in Torah and prayer. This Torah study
should be delving into the depths of the law
(Megillah 4b) —i.e., studying the Codifiers. For
good and bad have a hold on the Torah. They are
attached through the aspects of forbidden and
permitted, impure and pure, kosher and unkosher,
which appear in the Torah. And as long as one does

not clarify the law, he is a mixture of good and bad.

Note: Counterbalance: Torah learning itself is valued as a remedy.

Labels: COUNTER_TORAH _STUDY
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{“Extended longing makes the heart ache, but with
the Tree of Life desire is fulfilled” (Proverbs
13:12).} This is the meaning of what our Sages
taught: Someone who is M’AYaiN (looks deeply)
into his prayers comes to heartache. As is written,
“Extended longing makes the heart ache...”
(Berakhot 32b). What is his cure? Let him engage in
Torah study, as is written, “... but with the Tree of
Life desire is fulfilled.”

Note: Counterbalance: Torah learning itself is valued as a remedy.

Labels: COUNTER TORAH STUDY
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he said, Eight [aspects] — This alludes to Torah
study [and prayer]: the Five Books of the Torah and
the three daily prayers.

Note: Counterbalance: Torah learning itself is valued as a remedy.

Labels: COUNTER_TORAH STUDY

...NINYID WYL IMIN TK72 'R0t
1727,020 “T'R70 V)92 DTN 72 )WY
;N7NN NN D)2 K7W 190 -
D'NIN7'T'AYN DN 'K D'NINT'T'A7N NN
191 :(X9 D'TI) N2I27 DINIT AN
MAXY DT T

4. This is what our Sages taught: Why do Torah
scholars not have sons who are Torah scholars?
Because they did not recite the blessing for Torah
first (Nedarim 81a). Every person, and especially
the Torah scholar, must bless through his Torah
study, and illuminate the source of the souls—i.c.,
the “first in thought.” For that is where our source is.

Note: Counterbalance: Torah learning itself'is valued as a remedy.

Labels: COUNTER_TORAH STUDY
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7. Now, there are times when the “mentalities” and
the Godly influx are concealed, in the aspect of
pregnancy. Then, the most beneficial thing for a

person is crying out—be it in prayer or Torah study.

Note: Counterbalance: Torah learning itself'is valued as a remedy.
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which a person cries out during his prayer and Torah
study, when his mentalities are in the aspect of
pregnancy, parallel the cries of the woman in labor.
And the Holy One, who knows just how the
mentalities are concealed, He hears our cries. These
cries are in place of the cries of the Divine
Presence—as though She were crying out—and then
She gives birth to the mentalities. This corresponds
to [the teaching] (Orach Chaim 61:4): The voice
arouses concentration—i.e. the mentalities.

Note: Counterbalance: Torah learning itself is valued as a remedy.

Labels: COUNTER_TORAH STUDY
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And, someone whose Torah study is without
understanding and contains new perception should
not expound it [the Torah] in public. For this Torah,
which is in the aspect of Yaakov/pregnancy—even
though the Holy One delights in it, as in (Shir
HaShirim Rabbah 2:3), ““V’diglo (His banner) over
me is love’ (Song of Songs 2:4): do not read this v
’DiGLo, but (his
nevertheless not be expounded as is. For only things

stammering)”—should

which are clear should be expounded. As : “‘Say to
wisdom: You are my sister’ (Proverbs 7:4) —if the
thing is as sister’s

clear to you as your

impermissibility, say it; but if not, do not say it.”

Note: Counterbalance: Torah learning itself is valued as a remedy.

Labels: COUNTER_TORAH STUDY
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Now, the inner aspect and the outer aspect are two
types of devotions. The devotion of Torah study,
prayer and mitzvot are the inner aspect; the devotion
of eating, drinking and other physical needs are the
outer aspect. And the outer devotion—namely,
eating and drinking—of a person located on a higher
level radiates more and is more laudable than the
inner devotion—namely, Torah, prayer —of a
person located on the lower level. Because of this,
the inner aspect of the lower one becomes a cloak
for the outer aspect of the upper one. { “A throne of
glory exalted from the beginning is the place of our
Temple” (Jeremiah 17:12). }

Note: Counterbalance: Torah learning itself is valued as a remedy.

Labels: COUNTER TORAH STUDY
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Another cause of exile is the interruption of Torah
study, as is written (Isaiah 5:13), “My nation has
been exiled, for they lack knowledge.” And idolatry
brings drought, and when there is no flour, there is
no Torah (Avot 3:17).

Note: Counterbalance: Torah learning itself is valued as a remedy.

Labels: COUNTER_TORAH STUDY
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3. As for the common people, who do not have the
intellect to go deeply into all this so as to understand
the hints, as explained above, all this happens to
them automatically, by means of sleep, tzitzit,
tefilin, Torah study, prayer, and doing business.

Note: Counterbalance: Torah learning itself'is valued as a remedy.

Labels: COUNTER_TORAH STUDY
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from it. We see from this that [the Torah] is the

aspect of contentment. And in Torah study itself
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there is the aspect of contentment. As our Sages, of

blessed memory, said: “The work is not yours to
finish” (Avot 2:16). The study of Torah is therefore
the aspect of contentment. And even the common
people, who are incapable of study, they fulfill being
involved in Torah by reciting the Shema, as our
Sages said (Menachot 99b) .

Note: Counterbalance: Torah learning itself is valued as a remedy.

Labels: COUNTER TORAH STUDY

...An 7y o' )X vy im0 M 7212 | This is why more than the entire people, the king is

NPy Nt (07T 0naT) i | cautioned regarding Torah study, because he has to
NYI92 AM3W 717712 NPRYAN Jiny ome | summon length-of-days into malkhut, as explained

ﬁ|.3|j§é ]-m 'n'ng'? Tﬁ Nm'-g, nnnn above. This is what is written in the Chapter of the
Monarch: “[The Torah scroll] must be with him, and
he shall read from it all the days of his life... thus
lengthening the days of his rule” (Deuteronomy
17:19, 20). This is the meaning of “he shall kara
(read) from it all the days of his life”— for by

studying the Torah he is KoRAy (summoning) life,
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as explained above.

Note: Counterbalance: Torah learning itself is valued as a remedy.

Labels: COUNTER_TORAH _STUDY
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We merit this through Torah study. This is because
the Torah is the Name of God, and the name of a
thing is its vessel; within this name is contained the
life force of that thing. As it is written, “living soul
that is its name” (Genesis 2:19)—contained in the
name of each thing is its soul and life force. This is
why when we call a person by his name, we gain his
attention immediately, because his total soul and life

force are contained within his name.

Note: Counterbalance: Torah learning itself is valued as a remedy.

Labels: COUNTER TORAH STUDY
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Therefore, one’s Torah study must be specifically
vocal. When calling someone by name, our calling
has to be specifically with the mouth; it is
impossible to call him by name in thought alone.
Likewise, calling to the Life of life by His Name is
only possible verbally, not in thought alone. This is
as our Sages said: “For they are life lemotzA’eihem
(to those who find them)” (Proverbs 4:22)—(read
this:] lemotzl’eihem (to those who express them)
vocally (Eruvin 54a). Specifically “to those who
express them vocally,” because through this one
merits life, as explained above.

Note: Counterbalance: Torah learning itself is valued as a remedy.

Labels: COUNTER_TORAH STUDY
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We find therefore that by means of Torah study,
malkhut  with
length-of-days—because through her we infuse the

through which we infuse
days and measures with life force, and as a result we
merit daat, as explained above—through this it is
possible to admonish even those who are very
removed from God, in the aspect of concealment

within concealment, as explained above.

Note: Counterbalance: Torah learning itself'is valued as a remedy.
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Labels: COUNTER TORAH STUDY
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and turn it into Torah, as explained above. Then “the

Torah proclaims to them,” as explained above. And

this is:

Note: Counterbalance: Torah learning itself is valued as a remedy.

Labels: COUNTER_TORAH STUDY

...1792 ~ ATAY7 JOLIN?T NIXDN AWl | “He took”—from where did He take him? He took
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said: “from there it splits off” (Genesis 2:10). He

separates his soul from their temptations... to tend
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[the Garden] through the positive commandments
and to guard it with the prohibitive
commandments.... If he violates the Torah, he
drinks from the bitterness of the Tree of Evil, which
is the Evil Inclination. ... But if he repents, it is said
of him: “God showed him a tree”—the Tree of
Life—through which “the water turned sweet” (ibid.
15:25). This is Moshe-Mashiach, of whom it is said:
“with the mateh (staff) of God in my hand” (ibid.
17:9). MaTeh is MeTat, from whom comes life and
also death.

Note: Counterbalance: Torah learning itself is valued as a remedy.

Labels: COUNTER_TORAH STUDY
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“And about my bed, that it should be positioned
between north and south.” As our Sages have said
(Bava Batra 25b): “He who wants to become wise,
let him face south; to become wealthy, let him face
north.” And in all matters, the golden mean is good,
as 1s known. For “Torah study is good together with
an occupation” (Avot 2:2), {that is, wisdom with
wealth}.

Note: Counterbalance: Torah learning itself is valued as a remedy.

Labels: COUNTER_TORAH STUDY
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Thus, with each festival is associated a fourfold
mitzvah. Pesach: four cups of wine; Sukkot: four
species; Shavuot: Torah study, which has four
aspects—"“Then he saw it and told of it; he prepared
it, and also researched it” (Job 28:27). [This was
said] with regard to Malkhut /the dalet, which goes
out from the evil forces on the festival, as

mentioned.

Note: Counterbalance: Torah learning itself is valued as a remedy.

Labels: COUNTER_TORAH STUDY
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Through this, the aspect of holy boldness is aroused
Above and is bestowed upon us, corresponding to,
“The God of Israel, He gives strength and might to
the people.” The Holy One bestows upon us holy
boldness and gives us strength and might to oppose
the brazenness of the Other Side, of all the brazen of
the generation. For it is only possible to oppose
them through holy boldness. This is because when a
person has no holy boldness, the adversaries will
certainly thwart his Torah study and service. Thus, a
person has no share in the Torah when he lacks holy

boldness, as above.

Note: Counterbalance: Torah learning itself is valued as a remedy.

Labels: COUNTER_TORAH STUDY
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It is known that there are different categories of
Torah study—not everyone’s study is the same.
When one merits studying —then the Shekhinah
receives study and elevates it to God . From this is
drawn an influx of bounty, namely spiritual bounty

and material bounty.

Note: Counterbalance: Torah learning itself'is valued as a remedy.

Labels: COUNTER_TORAH STUDY
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When his study does not rise up to the Shekhinah,
then, although the Torah goes out, it is incapable of
rising up to the place of its dwelling—though its
nature is to raise itself up and ascend. In the
when all the
“commanders of law” emerge, as explained in the
Holy Zohar (I, 203b). They strike [his Torah study]

and it falls below, scattering below to the entire

meantime it becomes night,

world.

Note: Counterbalance: Torah learning itself is valued as a remedy.

Labels: COUNTER TORAH STUDY

...NN NYY1 N1WNT7 nYIvn n)Inn Tm7a
78NV N1'NA R DT NIDX7A 077 Ny
19207k,|'" L NN 1'D L7712 NIN 70 DTN
NYY1 W3 DTX7 ¥'1A0Y2 10,7712 N)IND2
YWY 7NNYE 'R NN K NTL

This is the aspect of right and left in the Torah, as
mentioned. In other words, when it reaches a
virtuous person it is transformed into TalL of
Torah—i.e., the aspect of the right; whereas
conversely, it becomes L-T works—that is, the
aspect of the left. For the Torah study which rises up
to the Shekhinah is made from right and left, fire
and water, spiritual bounty and material bounty. But
in that study which is incapable of rising up to the
Shekhinah and is scattered into the air, there is a
transformation of right and left, fire and water, into
either TaL or L-T works—depending upon the

nature of the receiver, as above.
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Note: Counterbalance: Torah learning itself is valued as a remedy.

Labels: COUNTER_TORAH STUDY
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All diburim (words) are the aspect of gevurot
(severities), as it is written, “and of Your gevurah
(strength) yedaberu (they will speak)” (Psalms
145:11). And as is written in the holy writings: The
five gevurot in daat break through and emerge from
the mouth, where they become the five articulators
(Etz Chaim, Shaar TaNTA, Chapter 3). Thus it is
that all spoken words are the aspect of severities that
one has to mitigate. Their mitigation is by means of
Torah study and the good words that people speak.
Through this we mitigate the diburim, which are the

aspect of severities.

Note: Counterbalance: Torah learning itself'is valued as a remedy.

Labels: COUNTER_TORAH STUDY
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And know, the young schoolchildren receive the
undefiled breath of their mouths from this sanctuary.
Therefore, when a young child first begins to read
and enter the study of Torah, he begins with
“Vayikra (And He called) to Moshe” (Leviticus
1:1)—[the word Vayikra is written] with a small
aleph—because [the Book of] Vayikra speaks of the
completion of the Sanctuary’s erection. It was then
that God called to Moshe and began speaking to him
from the Sanctuary. This is why the young children
begin from there, because it is from there that they
receive the breath of their mouths, as explained
above, and from there they begin to read and enter
into Torah study.

Note: Counterbalance: Torah learning itself is valued as a remedy.

Labels: COUNTER_TORAH STUDY
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righteousness peers down from heaven.” When there
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is faith, rain falls, plants grow, and then there are
medicines. But when faith is lacking, there is no

rain, and then there is no healing.

Note: Places faith, mitzvot, or simplicity above inquiry as the path to religious completion.

Labels: FAITH OVER _INQUIRY
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INI1 DI Q72 DY'WA W) NN | e the Patriarchs, as it is brought in the holy Zohar
,nJ,I-YJ?.'s 79y 77 |2 D2 AYAN NN NOT 2, (Introduction, p.1b). They appear and are revealed
“in the land,” which alludes to faith, as it is written
“dwell in the land and tend to faith” (Psalms 37:3) ;
corresponding to “earth is the vessel for them all”

(Tikkuney Zohar #70, p.132a).

Note: Places faith, mitzvot, or simplicity above inquiry as the path to religious completion.

Labels: FAITH OVER_INQUIRY
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Neither is the sick person helped by the sound of his
sighs and groans. There are times when such sounds
help the sick person by arousing mercy for him. But
on account of the fall of faith, this, too, does not
help, since these groans and sighs are a voice
without words. Voice corresponds to the Patriarchs,
because the voice is comprised of fire, water and air
(Tikkuney Zohar #69, 104b), which are the three
Patriarchs. Yet they appear and are revealed only by
means of faith, as in “earth is the vessel for them
all.” Therefore, because of the fall of faith, these

sounds are of no help to him.

Note: Places faith, mitzvot, or simplicity above inquiry as the path to religious completion.

Labels: FAITH OVER_INQUIRY
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This is consistent with the creation of the world: at
first darkness, and afterwards light. That is to say,
this corresponds to the world’s creation, where first
there was darkness.... For faith grows mainly
through counsel, which is the concept of “revealing
deep things out of the darkness.” This is because
faith grows whole only through the light of day. And
this is why healing can come only by means of faith,
for healing springs up only in the light of day, as in
“Then your light shall burst forth as the dawn...,” as
discussed above.

Note: Places faith, mitzvot, or simplicity above inquiry as the path to religious completion.

Labels: FAITH OVER_INQUIRY
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The essence of chidush haolam—i.e., knowing that
the world is ex nihilo and that God created it by an
act of His Will—is dependent upon faith. For it is
impossible to intellectually comprehend the
origination of the world. And because the intellect
cannot comprehend it, unbelievers refuse to believe
it. The essence of the chidush of the world is only
through faith: our faith in God that He created the
world ex nihilo. For, in truth, the world’s origination
occurred through faith, as it is written, “and all His
work is done with faith” (Psalms 33:4). It follows,
that the essence of the world’s renewal depends

upon faith.

Note: Places faith, mitzvot, or simplicity above inquiry as the path to religious completion. Connects the issue

to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life. Draws a boundary around human intellect.

Labels: FAITH OVER _INQUIRY - HERESY APICORUS - LIMITS OF HUMAN INTELLECT
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There are philosophers who maintain that the
ultimate goal and the World to Come are nothing
other than to know each thing as it is; for example,
knowing the star as it is—knowing its innate nature

and why it is positioned where it is.

Note: Explicitly marks philosophy/philosophers as spiritually problematic or inadequate. Warns against

investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary.

Labels: CRITIQUE_PHILOSOPHY - CRITIQUE_SPECULATIVE INQUIRY
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and the knowledge become one. They spend all their
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days in this world on this, engaging in philosophical
enquiry to attain the necessary truths, which they
regard as the ultimate goal. In their opinion, this
itself is the World to Come. Notwithstanding that in
this world, enclothed as they are in corporeality, the
delight which they have from this philosophical
enquiry is minimal, in the World to Come, where
they will strip away the body, they will have great
delight from this. Thus, according to their nefarious
ideas, the ultimate goal is primarily attained by

means of their philosophy and secular wisdoms.

Note: Explicitly marks philosophy/philosophers as spiritually problematic or inadequate. Critiques external
wisdom and treats it as something that can contaminate or distract the mind. Warns against
investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary. Critiques false or evil wisdom, not

wisdom as such.

Labels: CRITIQUE EXTERNAL WISDOM - CRITIQUE PHILOSOPHY - CRITIQUE SPECULATIVE INQUIRY -
FALSE WISDOM_ CRITIQUE

...O0 N'WUKRD (X7 0'7'NN) AmM2W ind | However, in fact, we regard the attainment of the

/DL NNNY K7 'Y ,|21FY nnY 2iT nyya | ultimate goal to be essentially only through faith and

AT TV NTWoRF Nmana N)inn | applied mitzvot—worshiping God based on  the
.9--;1_, a‘wa .-,-11_,-? ,n:| ‘wyn n"\;ml, qamx | Torah, with simplicity and straightforwardness. And
"..;':"71_1 |'” NI J';"?D:JJD. J;A_'gla WF” I_]T-?x; through this itself we merit that which we merit, “no
Y o e has seen it...” (Isaiah 64:3), as it is written
(Psalms 111:10): “The beginning of wisdom is the
fear of God.” The main genesis and preface to
wisdom is nothing but the fear of God. One must

make certain that the fear precedes the wisdom.

Note: Places faith, mitzvot, or simplicity above inquiry as the path to religious completion. Elevates
temimut/pshittut—simple, unsophisticated service of God. Subordinates study or discourse to concrete

practice.

Labels: FAITH OVER_INQUIRY - SIMPLICITY PSHITUT - PRACTICE OVER STUDY
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And you should know that the matter is not as they
maintain, God forbid. For if it were so, then only
very, very few—mnamely, the intellectually elite
philosophers—would attain the ultimate goal. Then
what of the ordinary folk, who lack the mind for
engaging in philosophical enquiry to know the
necessary truths? They are the majority and the
nucleus of the world. How would they attain the

ultimate goal?

Note: Explicitly marks philosophy/philosophers as spiritually problematic or inadequate. Warns against

investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary.

Labels: CRITIQUE PHILOSOPHY - CRITIQUE SPECULATIVE INQUIRY
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2. In truth, being a philosopher or studying the texts
of secular wisdom, God forbid, is a very serious
prohibition. Only a very great tzaddik can immerse

himself in this, to study the seven wisdoms.

Note: Explicitly marks philosophy/philosophers as spiritually problematic or inadequate.

Labels: CRITIQUE PHILOSOPHY
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For anyone who enters into these wisdoms, God
forbid, is in danger of falling there. This is because
each type of wisdom contains a stumbling block,
i.e., the concept of Amalek. On account of this
stumbling block one is in danger of falling, God
forbid. For Amalek was a philosopher and a
rationalist. And he denied God’s existence, as it is
written (Deuteronomy 25:18), “and they did not fear
God”—that is, he is guided by wisdom and has
absolutely no fear of God.

Note: Explicitly marks philosophy/philosophers as spiritually problematic or inadequate.

Labels: CRITIQUE PHILOSOPHY
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.,MMN N1'N2 DnY Ni*wyn niixn | This is what is written about Moshe Rabbeinu
nINA BN T IPT.NIMN T LT 972 | during the war with Amalek (Exodus 17:12) :“thus
NNP0ALNININD AT 7'y Nk wiynn | his hands were faith.” Through faith he weakened

NIMK TV ' 7y A ,mmy | Amalek, ie., the wisdoms and the philosophical
L enquiries, as mentioned above. And this is “and his
hands were faith.” “His hands” alludes to the
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applied mitzvot, which correspond to faith, as it is
written (Psalms 119:86), “All Your mitzvot are
faith.”Through faith and applied mitzvot, which are

the antithesis of Amalek, he weakened him.

Note: Explicitly marks philosophy/philosophers as spiritually problematic or inadequate. Warns against
investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary. Places faith, mitzvot, or simplicity

above inquiry as the path to religious completion. Subordinates study or discourse to concrete practice.

Labels: CRITIQUE_PHILOSOPHY - CRITIQUE_SPECULATIVE INQUIRY - FAITH OVER INQUIRY -
PRACTICE_OVER STUDY

2vn '977 007N DY nin'pnnl, | And faith is prayer, as Onkelos renders [“were

NN ['702N11,vavn Mwn nyonn 3 | faith”] as “spread out in prayer.” For prayer alters
;9¥2 [wM9 :01NVY N3 ,n%9oN nT namxi | the natural order so that the wisdoms and
philosophical enquiries, which are based on the

natural order, are negated.

Note: Explicitly marks philosophy/philosophers as spiritually problematic or inadequate. Warns against

investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary.

Labels: CRITIQUE PHILOSOPHY - CRITIQUE SPECULATIVE INQUIRY

...¥ DNIX ,MIN2 DAMID NIYYN 3. But the philosophers and nonbelievers explain the

N'yan X7 ;7310 197y 0 n'wnon | entire Torah according to their wisdoms and
,NIN2 Dm0 Nitwyn niiyn troxi | heresies. They interpret everything, the entire Torah
,MinD DY ,D-‘___;I'?'Lf_J nlol:l'lp'i)?_._(.l: n-m?b and even the applied mitzvot recorded in the Torah,
1979y A2 MINA Y2 019N DMLz based on abstraction and logic. Not only is this the
case with the stories recorded by Scripture, which
o they say refer solely to allegory and form—i.e., their
intellectual concepts—but even the applied mitzvot
specified in the Torah. They interpret everything as
alluding solely to their intellectual concepts and
wisdoms, and deny the straightforward meaning

entirely.

Likutei Moharan — Annotated Edition - Page 77



Note: Explicitly marks philosophy/philosophers as spiritually problematic or inadequate. Warns against
investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary. Subordinates study or discourse to

concrete practice. Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

HERESY APICORUS

Labels: CRITIQUE PHILOSOPHY - CRITIQUE SPECULATIVE INQUIRY - PRACTICE OVER_STUDY -
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This is as our Sages, of blessed memory, taught:
Amalek would cut off circumcised penises and
throw them upwards (Midrash Tanchuma, Ki Teitzei
9). For circumcision is the first mitzvah which our
patriarch Avraham, the first of the believers, was
commanded. But Amalek, who symbolizes the
philosophers and the nonbelievers, denies all the
mitzvot and interprets everything only as referring

to intellectual concepts, as mentioned above.

Note: Explicitly marks philosophy/philosophers as spiritually problematic or inadequate.

Labels: CRITIQUE PHILOSOPHY
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Now, it has already been explained in holy books,
and in various places in our teachings, that one has
to stay very far away from any study of the works of
the philosophers. One has to greatly distance oneself
even from the philosophical works authored by
leading figures among our Jewish brethren. Such
works are very damaging to faith. For our faith,
which we received from our holy ancestors, is
enough for us. This is a major rule and a fundament
and the essence of serving God: To be simple and
upright..., to serve God with simplicity, without any

cleverness or philosophical speculation—none at all.

unsophisticated service of God.

Note: Explicitly marks philosophy/philosophers as spiritually problematic or inadequate. Warns against

investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary. Elevates temimut/pshittut—simple,

Labels: CRITIQUE PHILOSOPHY - CRITIQUE SPECULATIVE INQUIRY - SIMPLICITY PSHITUT
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And in whatever way he can he has to encourage
himself with fear of Heaven also while in a state of
simplicity. He can then attain great joy through his

simplicity and his faith. For sophistication is

altogether unnecessary; only faith,
straightforwardness and simplicity, without any
sophistication ~ whatsoever. This is because

sophistication is very harmful for a person, and
sophisticated individuals get caught in their own
sophistication. For sophistication leads him astray,
from one sophisticated idea to the next, and from
that sophisticated idea to another, and likewise to
more and more sophisticated ideas until he becomes
trapped and is led astray by his own sophistication,
as in “He traps the sophisticated by their own
cleverness” (Job 5:13). Specifically “by their own
cleverness™—i.e., by the cleverness and
sophistication which they themselves possess, He
traps them. Praiseworthy is the one who follows the

path of simplicity.

Note: Places faith, mitzvot, or simplicity above inquiry as the path to religious completion. Elevates

temimut/pshittut—simple, unsophisticated service of God.

Labels: FAITH OVER_INQUIRY - SIMPLICITY PSHITUT
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In truth, it is particularly necessary to set aside the
mind. People have to discard all sophisticated ideas
and serve God with simplicity. A person’s practices
should exceed his scholarship (Avot 3:9) ; action is
the main thing, not the study (ibid. 1:17). It is
therefore necessary to set aside all wisdom, and to
worship God with simplicity, without any
sophisticated ideas. This is obviously so for the
foolish “wisdom” of the average person, but even
applies to genuine wisdom. When it comes to
serving God, even someone who in truth has a great
mind, must discard all sophisticated ideas and serve

Him with simplicity.

Note: Elevates temimut/pshittut—simple, unsophisticated service of God. Subordinates study or discourse to

concrete practice.
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Labels: SIMPLICITY PSHITUT - PRACTICE _OVER_STUDY
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This is the meaning of what [Rabbi Yehudah]
answered: Because it eats thorns. These ordinary
tzaddikim, who are the concept of gamla, “eat
thorns”—they eat and consume the thorns and
thistles which surround the Supernal Rose. A “rose”
represents holy speech, the concept of “his lips like
roses...” (Songs 5:13). For [these tzaddikim] are
occupied with Torah study and devotions day and
night, consuming all the thorns so that they cannot
sustain themselves from holy speech. They are
unable to sustain themselves from the simple,
unaffected devotions, as mentioned above, because
they cannot impersonate them or practice their
deception through them, since [these tzaddikim]
conduct themselves solely with innocence and

simplicity.

itself'is valued as a remedy.

Note: Elevates temimut/pshittut—simple, unsophisticated service of God. Counterbalance: Torah learning

Labels: SIMPLICITY PSHITUT - COUNTER TORAH STUDY
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But in fact, attainment of the ultimate goal is
specifically through simplicity—i.e., fear of God,
and [fulfilling] the applied mitzvot with total
This is

“Ultimately, all things having been considered: Fear

straightforwardness. the meaning of
the Lord and keep His commandments! For this is
[the sum of] all mankind” (Ecclesiastes 12:13). In
other words, King Shlomo, of blessed memory,
teaches us that the attainment of the ultimate goal,

]

the concept of “Ultimately,” is essentially only by
means of simplicity and straightforwardness—to

fear God and observe His mitzvot straightforwardly.

concrete practice.

Note: Elevates temimut/pshittut—simple, unsophisticated service of God. Subordinates study or discourse to

Labels: SIMPLICITY PSHITUT - PRACTICE _OVER_STUDY
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4A. Know! all

people—whether a scholar who engages in Torah

the aforementioned ordinary

study for its own sake, {because when one engages
in Torah st udy not for its own sake, his st udy does
not contribute to settling the world. Study not for its
own sake is solely a personal need, but even in this
there are levels. Only when one engages in study for
its own sake is he engaging in settling the world.}
who when he sets aside his studies is a genuinely
ordinary person, or the other ordinary types—each
one, commensurate with his connection to Torah,
draws life while in a state of simplicity from the
concept of the world’s existence prior to the

receiving of the Torah.

itself is valued as a remedy.

Note: Elevates temimut/pshittut—simple, unsophisticated service of God. Counterbalance: Torah learning

Labels: SIMPLICITY PSHITUT - COUNTER _TORAH STUDY
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The Jew is created to have memshalah (dominion)
over the angels. This is Israel’s ultimate purpose and
destiny, as our Sages, of blessed memory, taught:
The section of the righteous is destined to be inward
of that of the ministering angels, as it is written
(Numbers 23:23), “at that time it will be said to
Yaakov and to Israel, “What has God wrought?’”
(Yerushalmi, Shabbat 6:9). When the angels will
want to know what God has wrought, they will need

to inquire of Israel.

Note: Warns against investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary.

Labels: CRITIQUE_SPECULATIVE_INQUIRY
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7. Overcoming these wild animals, the deterministic
scientists, is through a great and holy sage. He is
able to bind all wills to the root of Divine Will,
which conceptually is the level at which Moshe
passed away, as is known (Zohar II, p.88b). This is
the Brow of Ratzon, as in “and it shall be on his
brow to bring them ratzon” (Exodus 28:38). He
must bind all the wills of this world to the root of
Divine Will. This strengthens , and it overcomes and
refutes the ideology of the deterministic scientists

who heretically deny Divine Will.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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However, opposing [the Brow of Ratzon] is the
Serpent’s Brow, which is the root of determinism.
For everything has its root, and the root of
MeTZaCh haNaChaSh (the
Serpent’s Brow). This is alluded to in what was said
of Goliath: “[He had] MiTZChat NeChoShet

(greaves of copper) on his legs” (1 Samuel

determinism s

17:6)—i.e., the aforementioned concept of the
Serpent’s Brow. Goliath was a heretic. He wanted to
demonstrate that all causality is dictated by nature,
God forbid, this being the concept of the Serpent’s

Brow.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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... QY junn N¥n N1'n2 0101w vl | Now, there are times when the influence of the
.017y1 0N ,yavn '9 7y 70w inndna | Serpent’s Brow becomes the more dominant. Some
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252 WNID NYN NI'NA 1270 DYDY through his wisdom that everything is due to natural
causality, God forbid. Occasionally, the Serpent’s
Brow, the root of determinism, enters [the mind of]
the holy sage. This wisdom of the Serpent’s Brow
begins to engage him in the analysis of one deep
issue after another, until he enters into a particularly
subtle analysis such that it threatens to blemish the
root of Divine Will, God forbid, and introduce
heresy there, God forbid, as if there is no Divine

Will at all, God forbid.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS

...9'7907 ,jix70 wiwa pa n2ann7 nY) | The sea serpent approached, wanting to swallow the

wnin n¥n 2 ,]190 piznn Np7n oy 13 | ship— In other words, the Serpent’s Brow, the root
N1'NA LI WIw n1na ,n1oon vy | of determinism, came and wanted to swallow the

NYI1 Y200 NN WY ,wn1n nYn N1Na sefinta, the root of Divine Will, as in “for there the
lawgiver’s plot is safun.” The Serpent’s Brow

wanted to also overpower the root of Divine Will
and inject blemish and heresy there, God forbid.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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14. There is a difference between the wild animals
and the Serpent’s Brow. The deterministic scientists
likened to wild animals are those scholars who
adhere to determinism for personal benefit. It is the
pleasure they get from this [ideology] that causes
them to hold fast to their point of view and
falsehood and the like. But the scholar who is
likened to the Serpent’s Brow is wicked and
heretical without any personal benefit. He gets no
pleasure from his wisdom. On the contrary, he is {a
“devout” villain, because he is} wicked and

heretical without any ulterior motive.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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This is also the concept of the Shadai of tefilin, the
concept of constriction. Every person has to reign in
his mental faculties, not allowing the mind to go
beyond his limit. This is so that the mind does not
roam where it has no permission to go according to
his level, as in: Do not inquire into that which is too
wondrous for you; into that which is concealed from
you do not investigate (Chagigah 13a). This is
Shadai /constriction: ShaDal—in Whose Godliness
yeSh Dal (there is enough) for every creature
(Rashi, Genesis 17:1). In other words, every created
being has his dai and limit in His blessed Godliness.
One is permitted to extend one’s intellectual pursuits
only up to that boundary, no further. For the limit
and restriction of each person’s intellectual pursuit
is according to his measure [of worthiness]. Even in
the realms of holiness, one is forbidden to go
beyond one’s limits, as in: Do not inquire about that
which is too wondrous for you...; the idea of “lest
they break through to God in order to see...”
(Exodus 19:21).

Note: Warns against investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary.

Labels: CRITIQUE_SPECULATIVE_INQUIRY
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7RI NN F9R A'WRYT NIT'TX D | And so, when one’s love for God is so strong that he
'MANY? N2V R TR ,NN1 NT'R 02N 17 sets aside all his wisdom and throws himself in mud

Niwy? 73 )D2an InTiay 72wa ool | and mire for His worship and to give Him a bit of
w917 Inyy )'7wnt innan ‘72 7700y Ty nachat, it benefits the intellects. This is because he
AN 0w 1273 NPTD IM20KYI XL then merits entering into the mystery of even that
which is beyond the intellects, that which even
Moshe could not enter into the mystery of in his
lifetime—namely, the concept of “the righteous
suffer and the wicked prosper” (see Berakhot 7a).
This suggests a perversion of mishpat, for it appears
to be a miscarriage of the law, God forbid, and even
Moshe failed to enter into the mystery of this while
he was alive.

Note: Draws a boundary around human intellect.

Labels: LIMITS OF HUMAN INTELLECT

...V DT 17U NX Niwy? 71 2'nn X | For there is the concept of “son,” one who searches

JNTIAY 7Y NN DYoL DY 78wy 17 1ton, | in the King’s treasuries as would a son (see Zohar
J7 AMw INTiay nivy? ;12 pxw Ty | L 111b), and there is the concept of “slave,” one
T\i' I'D v, ,(:?.<"'|7 1}11 NIt '”).D |m who serves merely as he is told to, and is forbidden
N2Y0T NT132 WONN XKW |2 NNA W11 to inquire after the reasons for his toiling because he
is obliged to do his duty, i.c., the work he has been

given to carry out.

Note: Warns against investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary.

Labels: CRITIQUE SPECULATIVE INQUIRY
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... T2y NYIVWI '3 ,0W NNl nNol | It is truly a very great thing to discard all one’s
NYINOY NN "INO0 N1'NA T ' nindn | sophisticated ideas and conduct oneself  with
2 ,NNMN2 NITAYa ANt 1Ty nimy | simplicity, serving like a slave in order to serve God
Awyn Niwy? NWoa amnnyt ninonn | With purity, without any sophisticated ideas. This
7 mxn 1"7wn'7 T~ ';"T% ’1;1.'-; };m ]']YJNJI relates to the mysteries of Torah, in which the Torah
is hidden and concealed. In actual fact, the simple
acts one performs certainly contain very exalted
Torah, though this is not known. It follows, that the
Torah they contain is hidden and concealed—i.e.,

the concept of Torah mysteries.

Note: Elevates temimut/pshittut—simple, unsophisticated service of God.

Labels: SIMPLICITY PSHITUT

:09UNN [N NWYI NIV'WoA NITAI NI*'WY | This is the meaning of “Let your waters gush forth,”

T VW R¥N1 7713 ,09wWn 0 a4 | as in “Let mishpat well up like water.” In other
NN PPN DK 791w Vownn | Words, they should gush forth and return the mishpat
ATN' W2 AN ,09wn o) 74 nrna | that has fallen to them, so that it might be rectified,
R nn ”:m :lﬂl'..l as in “Let mishpat well up like water.” It follows,
that performing deeds and acts of service with

simplicity rectifies mishpat.

Note: Elevates temimut/pshittut—simple, unsophisticated service of God.

Labels: SIMPLICITY PSHITUT

...2 |'Vn DIMOL [MYI [I9¥N 210 21 DN DN | And this is the culmination of knowledge. For the

'2,1'X)'7 DI9Y WK 210 21 NN :(2:x7 | culmination of all knowledge is when one realizes
D'7'NN) NI'NA N7 ,Xa0 D71V yiwyw nrna | that one knows nothing. This is because attaining
Doy ,D'E)'FY_.JD |-m Ny 1 _v-_n; N wJN these makifim, the delight of the World to Come, is
AV TN AV NN NNA AT, the concept of “How abundant is Your good that
You have stored away for those who fear You”
(Psalms 31:20). They are the abundant good that is
stored away, concealed and hidden from all eyes.
This is the meaning of “Mah (How) abundant is
Your good”—specifically mah. For these
[perceptions] are the concept of mah, as in “Mah
(What) did you see? Mah did your investigating
achieve?” This is: The culmination of all knowledge

is when one realizes that one knows nothing.
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Note: Warns against investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary.

Labels: CRITIQUE_SPECULATIVE_INQUIRY

...9Y9 Nn MmN N NN NN 7w nawn | This is because there are those who “dwell above”
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YINI. DY NN L[IANDD DI [ir7y7) and earth. The tzaddik has to show those who dwell
above that they really know nothing about the
Blessed One. This is the insight of mah, as in “Mah
did you see? Mah did your investigating
achieve?”—the concept of “Ayeh (Where is) the
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place of His glory?”

Note: Warns against investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary.

Labels: CRITIQUE SPECULATIVE INQUIRY

.Y ,nun TN T, TNRLTOXR 722 | {See below (Likutey Moharan II, 68), where this

ARDTETNYZ102T7 'R VT 10T 770 | same matter is explained in somewhat greater detail.
NI'NIAN W 17 Wi - INM7Y Wy The principle is that ultimate perfection for the
TNOW - 77901 Ny WD waa nr pay 3 | tzaddik i when he possesses both of the
DA 12N 0 (070 "0) |7 V1] aforementioned concepts—i.e., he knows how best

to speak with, teach and shine into each person
individually, into those who dwell above as well as
those who dwell below, in the upper as well as the
lower, “in heaven and on the earth.” These
correspond to the great and small. For those whose
level is great, the spiritual elite, who dwell above,
the tzaddik must be able to show and reveal to them
that they as yet know nothing about God—*“What
did you see? What did your investigating achieve?”’
This is the teaching and insight that he must shine
and instill into those whose level is great, who dwell

above.

Note: Warns against investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary.

Labels: CRITIQUE SPECULATIVE INQUIRY
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It follows, that son and disciple are synonymous
with those who dwell above and those who dwell
below. In other words, the insight of mah, as in
“Mah did you see? Mah did your investigating
achieve?”—as in “Where is the place of His glory?”
and “for no human shall see Me”—is the insight of
the son, of those that dwell above. And the insight
which is “the whole earth is filled with His glory,”
as in “I beheld the Lord,” corresponds to the insight
of the disciple, of those that dwell below. For the
son is derived entirely from the father’s mind and so
merits his father’s insight exactly—i.e., the concept
of mah, which is the insight of the teacher-sage of
the generation, as discussed above. But the disciple
receives only the insight of those who dwell below,
which is “the whole earth is filled with His glory,”

as discussed above.

Note: Warns against investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary.

Labels: CRITIQUE SPECULATIVE INQUIRY
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The aforementioned perfected daat is conceptually
related to the lungs. This is because the daat and the
mentalities are mainly produced by the body’s fatty
substances. The breathing of the lungs raises these
fatty substances to the brain, enabling the intellect to
burn like a lit lamp. Breathing also maintains all the
body’s fatty substances, which are essential for the
intellect’s existence. The mentalities are therefore
referred to as the soul, as in “the NeShaMaH (soul)
from the Almighty enables them to understand” (Job
32:8). For more than anything else, it is NeShiMaH
(breathing) that ensures the proper functioning of
the mind and daat. This is the concept of “The soul
of man is the lamp of God” (Proverbs 20:27). The
intellect is a lamp lit by means of the body’s fatty
substances, which are maintained and raised to the
mind through the breathing of the lungs. It follows,

that daat’s existence is due primarily to the lungs.

Note: Counterbalance: positively values holy intellect/wisdom/daat.
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2. However, at those times when a stormwind
blows, it causes the fire to burn out of control.
Similarly, there are times when a stormwind blows
inside a person and causes him to burn out of
control. This is the concept of harisah (destruction),
as in “lest y’ harsu (they break through) toward
God...” (Exodus 19:21). As [the Sages teach]: Do
not inquire into that which is too wondrous for you
(Chagigah 13a). It is forbidden to break through to
ascend to God in a manner unsuited to one’s
[spiritual] level. Therefore, when a person sees that
he is excessively passionate, beyond measure, he
knows that this [stems from] the concept of a

stormwind.

Note: Warns against investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary.

Labels: CRITIQUE_SPECULATIVE_INQUIRY
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The essence of Judaism is to conduct oneself solely
with
sophistication. A person has to ascertain that God is

innocence and simplicity, without any
present in whatever he does, without any concern
whatsoever for his own esteem. He should do it only
if it brings glory to God; but if not, not. This way he

will certainly never stumble.

Note: Elevates temimut/pshittut—simple, unsophisticated service of God.

Labels: SIMPLICITY PSHITUT
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God

forbid—and one’s descent can be extremely great,

And even when he falls into doubts,
may the Merciful One spare us, so that one falls into
doubts and heretical thoughts and even questions
God—even so, the downfall and descent is for the

sake of the ascent [that follows].
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Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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Therefore, when a person falls into places of this
sort, God forbid—i.e., into the “filthy places,”
falling into doubts, heresy and great confusion—if
he then begins examining himself and sees that he is
very far from God’s glory—and as a consequence of
his seeing himself far from His glory, having fallen
into such places, God spare us, he asks and seeks,
“Where is the place of His glory?”—this, this, is the
essence of his rectification and ascent, as in the
concept brought in the writings: “The descent is for
the sake of the ascent [that follows].”

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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And this is the concept of the olah sacrifice, which
comes to atone for the heart’s heretical thoughts. As
our Sages, of blessed memory, taught: It is written
(Ezekiel 20:32), “that which OLeH (rises up) into
your mind”—that the OLaH (burnt-offering) atones
for thoughts (VaYikra Rabbah 7:3).

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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But the moment a person asks, “Ayeh is the place of
His glory?” it indicates that he at least knows that
God exists; only that He is concealed and hidden,
and this is why he inquires, “Where is the place of
His glory?”” And with this in itself he revives himself
in the place to which he has fallen.

Note: Warns against investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary.

Labels: CRITIQUE_SPECULATIVE_INQUIRY

Likutei Moharan — Annotated Edition -

Page 90



...NNAE,NYITA D2TN DI'R [AXYA

D' XY I0XN 03 DY DN7 'K ,0110
D'wynt N79NNJINA ,NH0'WOA N T
,0'09 D' TN '3 7713 NINY91 NI7IM2
D'7INY 17X D'P'I¥N 71 © DDPZ'Y Py
7

Nevertheless, in the main their sustainment comes
from none other than tzaddikim such as those whose
way it is [to speak of] great accomplishments and
miracles. For from the ordinary tzaddikim—those
who worship God simply, through Torah, prayer and
good deeds—they gain no strength. This is because
these tzaddikim do not speak of extraordinary
accomplishments, but conduct themselves with
simplicity and unaffected worship. Therefore, the
falsehood and self-importance of [the charlatans]
have hardly any attachment to them. And although it
is also possible to find a few charlatans of this
sort—e. g., those charlatans who sit wrapped in tallit
and tefilin all day long—even so, their ability to
deceive people is considerably less than those who

boast of extraordinary accomplishments.

Note: Elevates temimut/pshittut—simple, unsophisticated service of God.

Labels: SIMPLICITY PSHITUT
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Nevertheless, the aforementioned charlatans’ main
sustaining power comes from none other than these
great tzaddikim whose way it is [to speak] of great
accomplishments. But from those who constantly
study Torah and conduct themselves simply, they
gain no sustenance and strength, as mentioned
above.

Note: Elevates temimut/pshittut—simple, unsophisticated service of God.

Labels: SIMPLICITY PSHITUT
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n‘m?.?].l: n'|'7';u:3 290 N‘?Iz:(');:N""7|7. (Psalms 131:1, 2). For he conducts himself with
D'7'nN) NN2 ,OADN P*TYA NN AT - simplicity and does not boast of great
. accomplishments All his devotions are the concept
of silence, because he does not speak of great
accomplishments and wonders, but instead is “like a
GaMuL (nursing child) at its mother’s side”—i.e.,

the concept of GaMLa.

Note: Elevates temimut/pshittut—simple, unsophisticated service of God.

Labels: SIMPLICITY PSHITUT

22 nindn 0w 72 ama nmmna own | The ultimate goal and perfection is nothing other

Tay? 72 X N7yl NN gy | than to serve God with absolute simplicity, without
any cleverness whatsoever.

Note: Elevates temimut/pshittut—simple, unsophisticated service of God.

Labels: SIMPLICITY PSHITUT

L7 DTIR D 7D AT A T DTN 72 0T | And this is: “Ultimately, all things having been

13 :0'OY NTI.7713 NH'YOA ‘DI XTI considered: Fear the Lord and keep His
I'DIYN DN DR DK NI0TYDE commandments!” This is the concept of simplicity
NMMN NN MTY v iy Ny x| and straightforwardness; to fear God and fulfill his
vnt,p.?t;l_;] nN ;D"éﬂ. .7:30 'D‘I' q]c; h.m mitzvot, with deeds... with straightforwardness.
Thus, he concludes: “For this is all mankind”—in
other words, this is something all mankind can
fulfill and through it attain the ultimate goal,
because the main thing is “Fear the Lord....” Every
person can therefore attain the ultimate goal,

because this is something all mankind can fulfill.

Note: Elevates temimut/pshittut—simple, unsophisticated service of God.

Labels: SIMPLICITY PSHITUT
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Do we not exhaust ourselves in devotions and prayer
in order to go from constricted consciousness to
expanded consciousness? That being the case, it is
impossible that meekness is meant literally. For if
that were so, a person would enter into constricted
consciousness. It must therefore be that this involves
daat.

Note: Elevates temimut/pshittut—simple, unsophisticated service of God.

Labels: SIMPLICITY PSHITUT
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Nevertheless, this is beneficial for the world, for if
this were not the case, it would be utterly impossible
for us to get close to God. This is because there are
very many heretical books which, if they were
disseminated, God forbid, it would be utterly
impossible to get close to God. For example,
Yeravam ben Nevat made two golden calves and
said, “This is your God, O Israel!” (1 Kings 12:28),
leading all the Jews to stray after them. Is it even
conceivable that he could mislead so many people
with such foolishness as the worshipping of calves?
Rather, this surely involved an extremely profound
heresy. And so if, God forbid, God forbid, may the
Merciful One spare us, a single page of those books
was extant, God forbid, people would be greatly
distanced from God and it would be utterly
impossible to get close to Him. This is why it is
beneficial that the aforementioned holy books

disappear or are burned.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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X XL heretics, which instigate enmity and discord
between Israel..., be erased, destroyed and uprooted
from the world—people’s recollection of them
should be erased and uprooted. It follows, that the
loss of the holy books results in benefit, for the
books of the heretics are destroyed and uprooted and

it is then possible to draw closer to God. Amen.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS

LTV D awyar oy Rk want? | 3. It follows, that whoever desires and yearns for the
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2RVUTYIN -7w nNXD DY Dyté'g) m 0'19:1 and speaks with a person who was by a true tzaddik
for Rosh HaShanah, he will of necessity experience
that taste of the Land of Israel. This is because
through that man, that air, too, becomes the Land of
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Israel, as mentioned above. And it is right that he
now becomes aroused with longing and yearning for
the Land of Israel, each person according to his
level—the main thing being that it is with sincerity

and unassumingness.

Note: Elevates temimut/pshittut—simple, unsophisticated service of God.

Labels: SIMPLICITY PSHITUT
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In other words, the mouth speaking about faith is
itself faith! It also brings to faith. On account of this,
one must be extremely careful not to speak words of
Godlessness and heresy, even if he is not saying
them from the heart—i.c., he himself is a believer
and not a heretic, God forbid. Rather, he is repeating
the atheistic words which he heard in the name of
others, who are heretics, and he is mocking them.
Even so, he has to be extremely careful about this as
well, because these heretical words are damaging to
faith. It is also an absolute prohibition, because
concerning the Blessed One, it is forbidden to speak

derisively, even in jest.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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And in fact, ensuant of all the cleverness, even
someone who is genuinely wise must, after all the
cleverness, discard all the cleverness and serve God
with absolute simplicity and straightforwardness,
without any cleverness at all. This itself is the
greatest cleverness of all: Not to be at all clever. For,
in fact, there is no one at all in the world who is
clever, and ‘There is neither wisdom nor
understanding. .. against God’ (cf. Proverbs 21:30).
The main thing is this: The Compassionate One

desires the heart (Zohar III, 281b).

Note: Elevates temimut/pshittut—simple, unsophisticated service of God.

Labels: SIMPLICITY PSHITUT
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And so he must cry out loudly, from the depths of
his heart, to his Father in heaven. God will heed his
voice and turn to his cry. And it may even happen
that from this itself all the aforementioned questions
and obstacles will collapse and be eliminated. In any
case, God hears his voice—which is his salvation.
Thus the letters of KuShYA are an acronym for
Shma YHVH Kolee Ekra (“O God, hear my voice
when I cry out”) (Psalms 27:7). When overcome by
difficult questions and heresy, he need only cry out
to God.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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However, God is full of compassion, and the entire
world is filled with compassion, and He very much
wants the world. Therefore, a person has to give
himself great encouragement in his own service of
God by every possible means, even if he is as he is.
And he should rely on His limitless mercy, because
He will surely not abandon him even if he has
transgressed as he has. The past is gone, so the main
thing is that from here on he does not repeat his
actions. At the very least, let him do no wrong,
neither in thought nor deed. For the thoughts of such
people are also actions, because also in the World of
Action there is thought. Thus one has to refrain from
acting in deed and thought. And as for what happens
to him on its own, let him not be concerned or pay
any attention to it.

Note: Subordinates study or discourse to concrete practice.

Labels: PRACTICE_OVER_STUDY
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God is beyond time, as is brought. This matter is, in
truth, very amazing and mysterious. It is impossible
for the human mind to comprehend it.
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Note: Draws a boundary around human intellect.

Labels: LIMITS OF HUMAN INTELLECT
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suffering]. Rather, [we ask] that God put the

compassion in our hands so that we ourselves might
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show ourselves compassion. And for us, the
compassion is straightforward: to be healed of the

illness and the like.

Note: Elevates temimut/pshittut—simple, unsophisticated service of God.

Labels: SIMPLICITY PSHITUT

RN 770 7Y No'won namin |va | On the topic of the true tzaddik’s simple devotions:

Note: Elevates temimut/pshittut—simple, unsophisticated service of God.

Labels: SIMPLICITY PSHITUT
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[I7W) \wAN LIYD WK RN NNRD 7'T¥0 teachings, but engages in everyday conversations

DmMY9Y? 1 AN and the like, and so then resembles a genuinely
ordinary person.

Note: Elevates temimut/pshittut—simple, unsophisticated service of God.

Labels: SIMPLICITY PSHITUT
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WO 1N TRD AW 12T AT AL moment? Thus, although our Sages, of blessed
memory, said: Setting aside Torah perpetuates it
(Menachot 99b), still, who would want this—to be
absent from the Torah even though this is its
perpetuation? Cleaving to the Torah, which is life
and length of days, is nevertheless certainly even
better. Which person wants to separate from life
even for a single moment, particularly someone who
is fortunate to love the Torah and is extremely
diligent in Torah and much attached to it? More so
someone who has merited feeling some sweetness in
Torah, originating some insight, even a
straightforward explanation of Talmud and its
commentaries? And even more so a mystic,
particularly one who has merited entering the King’s
treasury, a privilege the mind cannot fathom. Thus,
how can he want to separate from the Torah for even
a short while?

Note: Draws a boundary around human intellect.

Labels: LIMITS OF HUMAN INTELLECT

...0,MIND N 77w nywa mwo'wo nya | For prior to the receiving of the Torah, the world
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while in a state of simplicity, separate from the
Torah, receives life-force from that element [of

kindness].

Note: Elevates temimut/pshittut—simple, unsophisticated service of God.

Labels: SIMPLICITY PSHITUT
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And this is the concept of the aforementioned
derekh (road) to the Land of Israel from which the
tzaddik draws life while in a state of simplicity. This
is because the power of the Land of Israel’s sanctity
is in essence produced by the concept of “He
informed His people of the power of His acts, to
give them the heritage of the nations” (Psalms
111:6). This is as Rashi comments on the verse
Bereishit: The reason Scripture begins with “In the
beginning” (Genesis 1:1) is to prevent them from
saying, “You are robbers....” Scripture therefore
began with “In the beginning,” [to make known]
that God created everything, and by His wish He
gave it to them, and by His wish.... It follows, that
the Land of Israel’s power in essence stems from the
Ten Utterances through which the world was
created, which are the concept of “the power of His
acts.” Through this Israel was able to go and

conquer the Land of Israel.

Note: Elevates temimut/pshittut—simple, unsophisticated service of God.

Labels: SIMPLICITY PSHITUT

~-+'0N P70 INYY2 N7 ,NJINT N0 DTRY
NNIT NYWI DWY 17002 04NN 071Vn
N0 NTIY ,MIND NN7Y] DYY 0710
X)Q1 DAY NNAXD NYY NI'NI KDY

SRWTYINTY )T AL YIRT)ITD DT

And through this derekh eretz, namely, the derekh of
the Land of Israel—i.e., the Ten Utterances with
which the world was created, in which the Torah is
hidden and through which the world existed on His
kindness during the twenty-six generations that
preceded the Giving of the Torah—through this
itself the tzaddik vitalizes himself while in a state of
simplicity, not studying Torah. He then vitalizes
himself through the concept of the Torah hidden
within the world, in all the words and all the works
which were created through the Ten Utterances,
where the Torah is hidden, as mentioned above.

Note: Elevates temimut/pshittut—simple, unsophisticated service of God.

Labels: SIMPLICITY PSHITUT
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...N7¥10 NIND N1'N2A XY N0 KD | 5. Therefore, the great tzaddik is forced to descend
,071y0 X FOXL, ' m a0 | and fall into simplicity, and to be a genuinely
D'VROD 72 DX AN KM AT Ty 1 Ny | ordinary person for some time. Through this he
ﬁ('l{.‘l‘JEJD UIJWET) ,U.N T‘"'ﬂ'?;: n,b.w? inY gives life to all the aforementioned ordinary people,
2991 T2 7ITAD 7T¥A NN 2771 no matter who they are, even the nations of the
world. He vitalizes himself from the Torah hidden in
the Ten Utterances enclothed within the world, and
all the aforementioned ordinary people receive
life-force from him. And the closer a person is to
holiness and the aforementioned tzaddik, the more

exalted the life-force he receives from him.

Note: Elevates temimut/pshittut—simple, unsophisticated service of God.

Labels: SIMPLICITY PSHITUT
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h |~'?9.x 9 _'|;ng QJN"? :]ION 9 ,'7'.73,n|‘ of his simplicity he has to strengthen himself with

fear of God and simple devotion according to his
level. This is because then, too, he receives
life-force from the Torah, as mentioned above, via
the extraordinarily ordinary individual—i.e., the
great tzaddik who gives life to everyone, who is at

times an ordinary person.

Note: Elevates temimut/pshittut—simple, unsophisticated service of God.

Labels: SIMPLICITY PSHITUT
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L IRXDE YA, DWITED MWD Nix?91 | 2. We found all this in a manuscript penned by
nN'Wan WWOXT nn 73 7wnYtan? | Rebbe Nachman, of blessed memory, and copied it
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OMMAI DO 0T NIl nixa nix | Sealed from every eye; “no one leaves or enters.”
Immml ’-;,,I |n~| 1-1n)YJIJNXY-‘ nT 93 Nevertheless, because of our strong desire to
understand and comprehend whatever we can of the
beauty of his wondrous holy insights, I labored and
found a miniscule amount, as “one peeking through
the cracks.” Behold, “I am the seer.” For [the
Rebbe] wrote these down in the form of topic
headings, general hints, as memory aids, yet after
investigation I understood some of the introductions
which he had in mind, around which this entire
subject revolves. I found a tiny part of it, not the
entirety, since, apparently, he certainly had some
additional introductions in mind which I was not
privileged to ascertain. On account of this it is
impossible to clarify and explain the matter well, so
that all his words might be understood.
Nevertheless, that which can be somewhat
understood based on the introduction, that which I
succeeded in comprehending from his words, I said
I would elucidate. Perhaps, through this “the wise
will hear and gain erudition,” and, deriving a further
insight from my words, properly elucidate the

remainder.

Note: Warns against investigation/speculative inquiry when it exceeds the proper boundary.

Labels: CRITIQUE SPECULATIVE INQUIRY
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only by lot. “Broke his leg” alludes to heresy, as our
Sages, of blessed memory, taught (Makkot 24a) :
Chabakkuk came and stood them on one: “A tzaddik
lives by his faith” (Habakkuk 2:4). He was jealous
of his colleague, for they were equals in Torah
perception and his colleague pushed him. As a
result, he denied the existence of God. Yeravam,
too, said: “Who will be at the head?” (Sanhedrin
102a). It is like we find in this generation, that
several individuals fell from their faith on account of
having seen their peers rise to prominence.
Certainly, it was arrogance which pushed him to
seek prominence for himself, as our Sages, of
blessed memory, taught: Impudence is kingship

without a crown (ibid. 105a).

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS

Likutei Moharan — Annotated Edition - Page 102



..--[MON XJ771 'TX NHND AAN 77NOIY
12X D .NFND KK F7ADL DM 1
120412 DYPNE DTN DY KIN 1N
D37 72 7Y NNTY 12 1703 K7W DTNDY

7710 D'YDTY ,0'RIN AXY DT

We see that sometimes things go unorderly for a
person. The perfection of all things is only when
they are united with and bound to God. The reason
is that the completion and fullness of a thing is its
life-force. Thus, a limb from which the life-force has
departed is then considered missing. And life-force
is the mentalities and intellect, as it is written,
“wisdom keeps 7:12).
ChoKhMaH (wisdom) is the concept of
MaH—KoaCh MaH— “MeH is our life? MaH
KoCheinu (is our strength)?” And MaH is ADaM,
because there is no ADaM without an Aleph
(Tikkuney  Zohar, p.7a)—i.e.,
HaVaYaH filled in with the letter aleph. In other
words, the Blessed Holy One is the life-force of all
things, as it is written, “You keep them all alive”
(Nehemiah 9:6).

5

alive...” (Ecclesiastes

Introduction,

Note: Counterbalance: positively values holy intellect/wisdom/daat.

Labels: COUNTER POSITIVE INTELLECT
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It follows, that when this concept of Malkhut
/Chavah is bound to Adam, to the concept of MaH,
i.e., the Blessed Holy One, She is then perfect. This
is because through the intellect which the Blessed
Holy One invests in the implementation of His
Kingship He keeps Her alive, as it is written,
“wisdom keeps alive.” This is also “The earth is to
God, and all its fullness” (Psalms 24:1). When “the
earth”—i.e., the concept of Chavah/ Malkhut—is
bound “to God,” it is then in its fullness and is

complete.

Note: Counterbalance: positively values holy intellect/wisdom/daat.

Labels: COUNTER_POSITIVE INTELLECT
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Nevertheless, when difficult devotions are
necessary, it relates to what our Sages, of blessed
memory, taught (Sanhedrin 74a-b) : In a time of
religious oppression, even to change one’s shoelaces
is a matter of “be killed rather than transgress.” It
follows, that although it is actually not right that he
be killed for this, nevertheless, it is a time of
religious oppression, and they are powerful and in
particular want to cause him to leave religion and
bring him to heresy, God forbid. He must therefore

give up his life even for something minor.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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Idolatry and atheism are the concept of “nor is there
any ruach (breath) in their mouths” (Psalms
135:17)—they have no ruach (spirit) in them
whatsoever. Those of little faith correspond to
“shortness of spirit,” which resembles a middle
ground. In other words, they lack complete faith,
which corresponds to extending one’s ruach, as
brought elsewhere; even so, they are not complete
heretics, who have no ruach whatsoever. Rather,
they resemble a middle ground. Their ruach is short,

the concept of “because of a shortness of spirit.”

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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For if the tzaddik had straightaway spoken explicit
Torah with the wicked man, he might have become
more heretical and so become more wicked. This is
because “the righteous walk in them whereas the
sinners stumble in them” (Hosea 14:10). If one is
deserving, the Torah becomes an elixir of life for
him. But if one is not deserving, it becomes a fatal
poison for him (Yoma 72b). And so, if they would
reveal to him Torah as it is, he would become more
heretical. In his case it would be a fatal poison, God

forbid, because he is distant from the Torah.

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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Therefore, it is necessary to enclothe the Torah for
him in other permutations. This is as we find in
connection with King Ptolemy, when he designated
seventy-two elders and God put into each one’s
heart to enclothe the Torah in other permutations, so
that they wrote: “The Lord created in the beginning”
(Megillah 9a) ; and as Rashi explains there. For if
they had written the Torah as it is, he would have

become more heretical....

Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS
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The same is true of reciting Tehillim (the Book of
Psalms) and the like. A person should endeavor to
find himself within all the psalms, and within all the
supplications, entreaties, penitential prayers and the
like. And easily, simply, without any sophistication,
he can find himself within all the supplications and
entreaties, and especially in Tehillim, which was
composed on behalf of the Jewish people—on

behalf of each and every one personally.

Note: Elevates temimut/pshittut—simple, unsophisticated service of God.
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Labels: SIMPLICITY PSHITUT
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The Rebbe would also repeatedly urge and exhort us
to sing the Shabbat songs. And he would be stern
and annoyed with anyone who considered himself
wise and so would not make the effort to sing the
Shabbat and motza’ei Shabbat songs, or perform
other simple devotions. For the essence of
Jewishness is conducting oneself with complete
straightforwardness and simplicity, without any
sophistication, as has been explained in our
teachings many times.

Note: Elevates temimut/pshittut—simple, unsophisticated service of God.

Labels: SIMPLICITY PSHITUT
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I heard that someone asked Rebbe Nachman about
the nature of free will. The Rebbe responded
matter-of-factly, that free will is in a person’s hands,
simply: If he wants, he does, and if he doesn’t want,
he doesn’t do.

Note: Elevates temimut/pshittut—simple, unsophisticated service of God.

Labels: SIMPLICITY PSHITUT
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_ nm( Aol 2H.DT 0N 12 W1 speech, i.e., the four categories of speech. This is
because the righteous are “mighty ones who do His
word” (Psalms 103:20)—as the Holy Zohar brings
(Zohar 1, 90a) : through the faculty of speech they
do and lead as they please. This is why Rabbi
Eliezer wanted to prove that he possessed perfected
fourfold speech and that through speech could do as
he pleased—i.e., alter nature in whatever way he
chose to by means of his perfected speech. He
showed this in four things, corresponding to fourfold

speech.

Note: Counterbalance: Torah learning itself is valued as a remedy.

Labels: COUNTER TORAH STUDY
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(N T77 0'7'NN) NN Wi Tan N nd | to the wealthy. They are K'TeL (like the mound) to
:T1,.D"'WYD X 0919 P01, (27 *swn) | which everyone turns (cf. Zohar II, 116a), because
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DMWY NINA AT - WTAR N1 Y since everyone turns to the wealthy. This is also the
significance of “the walls of the beit miDRaSh
(house of study),” as in “DoRShei (those who seek)
God will not lack any good” (Psalms 34:11). This
refers to the righteous, “those who seek God”; “any
good” stems from them. However, the merit of the
righteous benefits the world, not themselves
(Chullin 86a). The righteous themselves have
nothing, but draw good to the world. This is as our
Sages, of blessed memory, said concerning Rabbi
Chanina ben Dosa (ibid.) : All the world is sustained
on account of Chanina, My son, yet Chanina, My
son, suffices with a [mere] measure of carobs. The
wealthy are thus called “kotlei the house of study,”
for they are like the tel to which everyone turns on
account of their wealth. And whatever good they
have stems from the beit hamidrash, as in “dorshei
God will not lack any good.” All bounty is derived

from them.

Note: Counterbalance: Torah learning itself is valued as a remedy.

Labels: COUNTER TORAH STUDY
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The aforementioned converts are the concept of
“hevel descends, hevel ascends,” which is said about
the lungs, as is brought (Tikkuney Zohar #69,
p-105b). For there are havalim in the world that are
the concept of “They are hevel (futility), the work of
delusion” (Jeremiah 51:18)—i.e., the futilities of
foolishness. But when one inhales this hevel and
infuses it into Torah study and prayer, so that it
becomes a hevel of holiness, that is the concept of
converts. This is because “hevel, the work of
delusion” turns into the holy hevel of Torah study
and prayer—i.e., the concept of converts. This is
“hevel descends, hevel ascends,” which is said about
the lungs, because they take in hevel and expel
hevel. This alludes to converts, who are made by
one’s taking in the hevel of the world—i.e., “They
are hevel, the work of delusion”—and through
Torah study and prayer elevating it to hevel of

holiness.

Note: Counterbalance: Torah learning itself is valued as a remedy.

Labels: COUNTER TORAH STUDY
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In truth, as mentioned above, it is impossible to
continuously cleave to Torah study, because of
necessity one must break and stop for a while. If so,
from what do people draw life during the time they
are absent from Torah? Why, the essence of life is

from the Torah, as mentioned above.

Note: Counterbalance: Torah learning itself is valued as a remedy.

Labels: COUNTER_TORAH STUDY

Likutei Moharan — Annotated Edition -

Page 109




.0 N NIDWDLL.N2DXD DX N7 17K | 9. Then, the heart can be impassioned by Torah
X7 D27 0 (TN DY'WN W) nn2a | study, through the flames of love. Many waters,
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ADINTT [2UNYWA NN TIY72 An7N0Y extinguish the love” (Song of Songs 8:7). The
S Y Divine Presence uses Her wings to cover the blood
of Israel with this love, so that the wicked seed,
being the concept of the Floodwaters, should not

rule over them.

Note: Counterbalance: Torah learning itself is valued as a remedy.

Labels: COUNTER TORAH STUDY
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Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life. Critiques false or evil

wisdom, not wisdom as such.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS - FALSE WISDOM CRITIQUE
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Note: Connects the issue to apikorsut/heresy rather than neutral intellectual life.

Labels: HERESY APICORUS

Likutei Moharan — Annotated Edition - Page 111




